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Robots Rule 
   Steven Lawton and Chris DelTosto are 
pictured with the Demon Robotics Club’s 
basketball playing robot, the result of many 
hours of work by club members with advisor 
Dan Folmar and mentors Bob Lawton, 
Steve Chapmen, Jeff Feit, Scott Fisher, and 
Brian Lucas.  In their first competition, the 
club won the Rookie All-Star Award as well 
as the Cooperation Award. 

Monday 
August 27 

Tuesday 
August 28 

Underclass pictures 
are taken and 
vision screening is 

done.  

Tuesday 
September 11 
Parent Orientation 
begins at 6:30 pm 
in the Auditorium. 
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A word from the 
Principal… 
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WELCOME BACK!  
It is great to have 

students back in the building.        
   As we begin the 2012-2013 
school year, I would like to take 
this opportunity to express my 
sincere gratitude to all those who 
have worked so hard over the 
shortened summer to make sure 
we are ready to meet the needs of 
all learners.   
   In preparation for the school 
year, we have reviewed policies 
and practices and have made a 
few slight adjustments.  First, as 
part of a pilot program, we will 
be allowing students to possess 
their electronic devices during the 
school day.  Students will be 

FIRST DAY 

The 2012-13 
Academic Year 
begins! 
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permitted to use their electronic device during lunch and, with teacher permission, in the classroom as 
instructional tools.   
   In addition, we have tweaked our schedule to reflect the State of Pennsylvania’s changes to State 
Assessment Testing.  Starting this year, our 11th grade students and a few others in select courses will be 
taking the Keystone Examinations in Literature, Algebra I, and Biology, which are end of course 
assessments.  These exams will take the place of PSSA testing. More information will be provided once it 
is finalized and made available by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.   
   Speaking of State testing… Kennett High School once again made improvements in both Mathematics 
and Reading.  Congratulations to all who participated and contributed to keeping us trending upward!  
These results serve as a testimonial to all of the hard work and dedication by our teachers, staff, parents, 
and students.  I have no doubt that we will be ready to tackle the new Keystone Examinations.   
   In closing, I would like to again welcome all of our wonderful students and staff back to school.  The 
first day of school is always the most exciting as we have the opportunity to reconnect with our students.  
Please know that the administration, faculty, and staff stand ready to assist with any and all needs.   

Michael Barber, Ed.D. 
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HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 
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HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

Kennett High School 
Celebrates Its 121st Commencement 

Remarks 

by the 

Class of 2012 

INVOCATION 
We must remember to 
take in every moment so 
that we don’t look back 
and wish we had paid 
more attention... Today is 
June 15th, 2012. Notice it, 
live in it, and be grateful 
for it. - Daise Bedolla 

WELCOME 
To every teacher, family 
member, administrator, tutor, 
boss, chauffeur, and friend who 
led us to this moment, we thank 
you. Without your watchful eyes 
and guiding lights, we would not 
be sitting here at this time, right 
now.    - Nicole Moriello 

1999 
When I retell the stories of my years 
here, those stories won’t begin, “I 
remember the time when I . . .”  Instead, 
they will begin, “I remember the time 
when WE . . . .”   
It is those memories that will truly enable 
us to hold on to the things we love, the 
things we are, and the things we wish to 
never lose.    - Matthew Munson 

2008 
Four years ago … I was faced with a decision.  
Though many members of the Class of 2012 
were coming from the middle school … I was 
coming from an independent school … I made 
the decision to come to Kennett, and I am proud 
to say it has turned out to be the best decision of 
my life thus far.    - Andrew Hiles 

2010 
On November 13, 2010, … I was walking through the 
doors of Kennett High School for the first time…  
Because of the way I was received, it was easy to see 
that Kennett students were different from those at other 
schools I had attended … a special mixture of 
academics and activities were preparing these students 
--- preparing me --- for life outside the walls of Kennett 
High School.    - Barry Tomasetti, Jr.  

2012 
Inhale. Exhale. Take a deep breath 
and embrace this moment in time.  
While many have predicted that the 
world will end in 2012, they’re 
wrong.  The world isn’t ending this 
year.  As of today, June 15th, we’re 
just taking over.    - Sonia Castano 
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HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

Graduation Honors 
   

The Steve Robison Memorial Scholarship.............................Ashley Cox 
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HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

Kennett Kudos 

     On March 22, new members were inducted into 
the Kennett High School Blue and White Chapter of 
the National Honor Society. 

    Newly inducted members are: 

Nathaniel Boley  Madison Haas  
Hunter Chambers  Jamielee Jimenez Perez 
Jeanine Evangelista  Jason Kim 
Keith Libert   Morgan Kollmeier 
Elizabeth Murashige  Elsa Koninckx 
Sheevangi Pathak  Krista Lafferty 
Stephen Rossi   Steven Lawton 
Ryan Van Voorhis  Toni Massetti 
Oluwatoni Adetayo  Elizabeth Mattingly 
David Beech   Nupur Parikh 
Alberto Beltran Cervantes Arielle Pearlman 
David Bish   Brittany Plummer 
Rachel Borman  Connor Roth 
Brendan Bowens  Heather Ruble 
Courtney Callahan  Jessica Ruble 
Sara Cristy   Rachael Rule 
Joanna Dawyot  Gabriela Senderowicz 
Heather Day   Molly Shiflet 
Stephen DiLuzio  Koji Shimomura 
Sophie Duphily  Fiona Smith 
Hannah Frank   Emma Spell 
Kristina Gallivan  Lauren Tandarich 
Lucas Gramig   Michael Testa 
    Logan Tydryszewski 
 

     Orlando Burgos, a 
member of the Class of 
2012, received the 
Keystone Federal 
Credit Union Shining 
Star Award. 
     The award 
recognizes students who 
have shown a 
noticeable improvement 

in academic performance, extra-curricular 
involvement, attendance, and classroom 
conduct throughout the school year.  
Nominations come from faculty members in 
each school.  Orlando was nominated by Ms. 
Korri Brown. 
     Winners each received a $200 share 
certificate of deposit and a trophy.  The 
nominating teacher of the winning student 
received a $200 gift certificate to a teacher 
supply store to stock up on classroom supplies. 

     Graduating senior Mayra Zavala Zavala 
was named the recipient of the 2012 Princeton 
Peace Prize in Race Relations for the 
Philadelphia area.  Mayra was honored for her 
work on the Lafayette Gardens Project. 
     The award selection committee cited her 
project as one “fostering positive cultural and 
social interactions between various community 
constituents, “and one that “helped bridge 
racial differences.” 
      The Princeton Prize in Race Relations was 
established by Princeton University to 
“promote harmony, respect, and 
understanding among people of different 
races.”  Mayra was  honored at a special 
reception at St. Joseph’s University in 
April.  Mayra is the daughter of Sergio and 
Elvia Zavala of Kennett Square.  Mayra was 
nominated for the award by Kennett High 
School staff member Loretta Perna. 

Peace Prize Awarded 
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HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

Vocational Technical Students Make the Grade 
     They say Disney is 
the place where dreams 
come true and that was 
certainly the case for 
Alicia Hobson, a recent 
graduate from the 
Health Occupations 
program at the Chester 
County Technical 
College High School 
(TCHS) Pennock’s 
Bridge Campus. Hobson 
placed first in the 
national HOSA (Health Occupations Students of 
America) competition held in Orlando, Florida 
from June 20-23. 
     The recent graduate from Kennett High 
School earned a bid to the national competition 
by placing third in Personal Care at the 
Pennsylvania HOSA State Leadership 
Conference. 
     “My goal was to place in the top ten, but I 
surprised myself and ended up placing first 
nationally,” said Hobson. 
     She says participating in the Health 
Occupations program at TCHS Pennock’s Bridge 
Campus was an eye-opening experience. 
     In addition to textbook knowledge, like 
anatomy and physiology, Hobson had the hands-
on opportunity to become a Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA). She experienced the profession 
firsthand and was fortunate enough to realize it 
was not the right career choice before she even 
received her high school diploma. This fall she is 
headed to Harcum College to study dental 
assisting and hopes to become a dental hygienist.  
     “Coming to this career and technical school 
helped me decide what I wanted to do,” she said. 
“It made me prepare myself, and see what’s out 
there in the real world.” 
     For information on the Health Occupations 
and Health Career Academy programs, or any of 
the programs at TCHS Pennock’s Bridge 
Campus, please visit www.tchspennocks.org or 
email admissions@cciu.org. 

Kennett Kudos 

     Throughout the 2011-12 Academic Year, 
Kennett High School students have done an 
outstanding job at the Technical College High 
School by demonstrating the leadership, attitude, 
skills and knowledge that is valued so 
highly.  These "Students of the Quarter" were: 
 

1st  Marking Period 
Alan Moreno Mendiola - Automotive Service Technology 
Morgan Waddell - Carpentry 
Donnalee Jaimes - Cosmetology 
Ruben Ayllon Ortiz - HVAC/R Technologies 
Dakota Ruoss - Wildlife & Natural Resource Management 

 
2nd Marking Period 

Daniel Hernandez - Carpentry 
Destiny Rokins-Blaylock - Criminal Justice/Police Science 
Maria Olivia Juarez Ibarra - Early Childhood Education 
Gabriel Castillo Leon - Engine Technology 
Brianna Thompson - Health Occupations 

 
3rd Marking Period 

Jesus Esparza-Fonseca - Automotive Collision Technology 
Ivan Casteneda Cordova - Automotive Service Technology 
Cristian Zamores - Carpentry 
Alma Mondragon - Cosmetology 
Mayela Torres Gaytan - Health Occupations 

 
4th Marking Period 

Joseph Swift - Automotive Service Technology 
Chad Waddell - Computer Information Systems 
Karen Castaneda - Early Childhood Education 
Noe Marquez - HVAC 

  
 

TCHS 
Students of the Quarter 
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HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

Kennett Kudos 

 

     Two Kennett High School students merited recognition 
for their works shown at the recent High School Art Show 
at the Chester County Art Association.   
     Amelia Pagliaro, a junior in Tom Hironimus' 
Advanced Art, won the William Hirsch Award for 
Excellence in Black and White Drawing Honorable 
Mention. 
     Fredy Flores, a senior in Jodi Davidson's Basic 
Ceramics class, was awarded a Chester County Art 
Association Honorable Mention. 
     The annual exhibition showcases the talents of area 
high school students.  High schools throughout the area 
are brought together by the Chester County Intermediate 
Unit.  The show encompasses everything from drawing 
and painting to computer-generated art, to found object 
sculpture, ceramics, jewelry and more. 
     The art is exhibited each year at the Chester County 
Art Association in West Chester. This year 17 awards 
were given and there were 500 entries.  
     This is the third consecutive year that Kennett High 
School has won awards in both drawing and ceramics. 
 

     Morgan Kollmeier, a rising senior, presented her original research project, “The Softball Recruiting 
Process for College-bound Athletes” on June 6. 
     As part of her work she produced a resourceful guidebook for other student athletes to utilize through this 
process to address the lack of resources to guide students. This information is compiled and organized in a 
way that will be useful to other students.  The booklet is available through the Guidance Department. 

 

Amelia Pagliaro’s Black and White Drawing 

Original Research Project Presented 

Art Students Create Success 



 

 
8 

HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

Kennett Kudos 

     On April 26, sixteen of Mr. Frank Vanderslice’s video production students had the opportunity 
to attend the 2012 NATAS Mid-Atlantic student Television Emmy Awards at Neumann 
University. The ceremony featured guest speakers including Joyce Evans, an anchor and reporter 
for the FOX 29 News, Jim Furlong, a reporter for NBC Philadelphia, and Brad Now, a senior 
executive producer of special projects for Comcast Sportsnet. Senior Chelsea Perkins received an 
award for excellence for her public service announcement video “Just Read.” And senior Max 
Minka received an award for excellence in writing for his script “Stab 8.”  
     Chelsea Perkins said that she spent over 8 hours shooting her TV public 
service announcement at her home. Her commercial was a stop frame 
animation of Chelsea posing with a variety of backgrounds she created for the 
spot. Chelsea plans to continue her media production training next year at 
Temple University.   

     Max says he has a passion for telling a story and enjoys 
writing screenplays. He likes to pick a film genre and create 
his vision of s story that fits that genre. Max hopes to enroll in 
Temple University’s film program. 
  

Future Filmmakers Emerge 

     Kennett High School’s Future Business Leaders of America had another strong showing in 
state competition in April.  The following individuals/teams place in the top 10:  
• Leslie Carandang, Katelyn Johnson and Emily Hanson Management Decision Making (9th) 
• Marissa Ferrighetto, Joanne Evangelista, Mike Testa, Lauren Tandarich Parliamentary Procedure (9th) 
• Richard Fucci Business Procedures (8th)  
     The majority of participating FBLA members scored in the top 25% of their categories with a 
few students/teams finishing just outside of the top 10. Members placed strongly in the Open 
Events Competitions that are held onsite but do not advance to the FBLA National level:  
• Marissa Ferrighetto, 1st Place in Fashion Marketing  
• Katelyn Johnson, 6th Place in FBLA Policies and Procedures and 8th Place in FBLA Creed 
• Tyler Pike, 9th Place in Human Resource Management 
• Joanne Evangelista, 9th Place in FBLA Policies and Procedures 

Club adviser Joe O’Sullivan reported, “Overall, it was a great time and our kids exhibited Demon 
Pride! 
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Kennett Kudos 

Sydney Oates, Chris Coughlan, & Emma Spell 

1

The KHS Mock Trial Team Participates 
in the PA Bar Association 
Mock Trial Competition 

One of the largest in the nation, the PBA/YLD Mock 
Trial Competition gives over 290 high school student 
teams from across the state the opportunity to act as 
lawyers and witnesses in simulated civil trials before 
actual judges and panels of juries. Lawyers volunteer to 
assist students as team advisors, scorekeepers and regional 
coordinators. Each year, the winning team goes on to 
represent Pennsylvania in the national competition. 
     With their two very dedicated attorney advisors, Mrs. 
Mary Kay Gaver and Mr. Leonard Rivera, and their club 

2

advisor Mr. Bill Fritsch, the Kennett High School fielded two teams, each consisting of 12 members.  The 
junior/senior team had two wins and no losses and advanced to the second round when the team lost in a 
close civil mock trial to a team that was a finalist last year.  Both first and second round competition was held 
at the Chester County Justice Center in West Chester.  
     Members began preparing in October for the second semester matches.  Those competing were Angel 
Ross, April Lin, Chris Coughlan, Dan Witcher, Emma Spell, Ethan Pike, Hannah Huzar, Henry Gaver, Ian 
Huezo. Julie Rivera, Krishna Pathak, Madison Haas, Marissa Ferrighetto, Matt Munson, Michael 
DeStefano, Michael Testa, Nicol Brown, Peter Lattanzio, Phoebe Hertler, Sydney Oates, Tim Trachok, Tony 
Adetayo, Ian Huezo, Katie Reidinger, and Andrew Hiles. 

Pennsylvania Music Educators Association Qualifiers from Kennett High School 

PMEA District 12 Honor Chorus 
Natasha Lippians (12, Soprano I) 
Lucas Gramig (11, Bass I)* 
Katelyn Johnson (12 Soprano II) 
David Beech (11, Bass I) 
Danielle Eland (10, Soprano II) 
*Lucas also qualified to Region VI Honor Chorus. 

PMEA Instrumentalists 
Jason Kim (11, String Bass) - District and Region 

Band, District and Region Orchestra 
Andrew Hiles (12, Percussion) - District Band 

and Orchestra 
Leslie Carandang (12, Violin) - District Orchestra 
Lucas Gramig (11, Tuba) - District Band 
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Focus on Faculty 
   In the May, 2012 issue of 
Counseling Today, a publication of 
the American Counseling 
Association (ACA), guidance 
counselor Diana Wildermuth was 
featured in the Resource Review 
section for her review of the 
book: Effective RTI Training and 
Practices: Helping School District 
Teams Improve Academic 
Performance and School Behavior.   
   Ms. Wildermuth was chosen 
for a second consecutive year to 
be a proposal reviewer for the 
ACA 2013 National Conference 
to be held in Cincinnati in 
March.  Ms. Wildermuth has also 
submitted a proposal in the area 
of School Counselor and English 
Language Learners, a new state 
mandate for future school 
counselors, to ACA and hopes to 
present at the conference. 
  Ms. Wildermuth will be on 
sabbatical while finishing her 
Doctorate in Educational 
Psychology in the spring.  

     The Guidance Department would like to 
welcome all new students and 9th graders to Kennett 
High School! The counselors and guidance staff 
encourage you to contact them via phone or e-mail 
with any questions or concerns that arise during this 
time of adjustment and transition. All students and 
parents are encouraged to keep up with all guidance 
news by visiting the high school Web site 
http://khs.kcsd.org/ and accessing Guidance 
Department. 

     Students are assigned by the first letter of their 
last name to the following counselors: 
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Spotlight on Sports 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
for the 2012-13 School Year 

Attendance	  procedures	  are	  outlined	  in	  the	  student	  handbook.	  Please	  familiarize	  
yourselves	  with	  the	  school’s	  expectations.	  	  The	  following	  are	  reminders	  for	  students	  
and	  parents:	  
	  	  

•         Students	  have	  3	  days	  to	  hand	  in	  their	  absent	  notes	  in	  order	  for	  the	  absence	  
to	  be	  excused. 

•         Students	  must	  have	  a	  late	  note	  at	  the	  time	  of	  their	  late	  arrival	  to	  
school.	  	  No	  note	  =	  detention. 

•         A	  note	  must	  be	  provided	  in	  advance	  if	  a	  student	  plans	  to	  be	  absent	  3	  or	  
more	  days. 

•         Early	  dismissal	  notes	  must	  be	  turned	  in	  to	  the	  main	  office	  before	  Advisory.	  
Students	  must	  pick	  up	  their	  pass	  in	  the	  main	  office	  prior	  to	  
dismissal.	  	  Students	  must	  provide	  a	  medical	  note	  upon	  returning	  to	  school	  
in	  order	  for	  the	  dismissal	  to	  be	  excused. 

	  	  
Absence	  forms	  may	  be	  found	  on	  the	  district	  website	  under	  the	  parent	  tab.	  	  If	  you	  
do	  	  not	  have	  access	  to	  the	  district	  form,	  please	  make	  sure	  each	  note	  has	  the	  
student’s	  full	  name	  and	  ID#,	  reason	  for	  absence/tardy,	  date	  and	  parent	  signature.	  

For the 2012-13 school year, KCSD has 
instituted Athletic and Marching Band 
Fees.  Please see the next page for the 
necessary information and specifics. 
 
For all information about sports, go to  
http://sports.kcsd.org 
or  
access the page from  
www.kcsd.org and click on KCSD Athletics. 
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Calendar Information 
HIGHLIGHTER SUMMER 2012 

It may be warm now, 
but it was not so warm 
in February when Mary 
Transue, Kyra Miller, 
Katie Spence, and 
Emma Spear 
participated in the 2012 
Polar Plunge and raised 
$130 for conservation 
efforts as part of an 
Earth Club activity. 

For Kennett High School’s 
calendar, go to 
http://khs.kcsd.org/ 
and select Calendar. 
 
Here you will see the day-to-day 
events at the home of Demon Pride. 
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