
 

 

Save the Date! 
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Mon. – Sat.  

September 23-28 

Wednesday 

September 25 

Friday 

September 26 

Parent Orientation 
begins at 6:30 pm 
in the Auditorium.  
Come, be a student 
for a day! 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3  

A word from the 
Principal… 

Welcome Back! 
A new year always brings 

excitement to our administrative team, 
as we know that our students and staff 
will soon join us for another fantastic 
year.  Coming off a school year where 
Kennett High School was once again 
recognized by Newsweek as one of 
the nation’s best high schools, we look 
forward to carrying this momentum 
into this year.  Moreover, the 
Pittsburgh Business Times recognized 
our school district as the best in our 
area on their annual “over achiever” 
list.  Accolades like these serve as a 
testimonial to the great things 
happening at our school and district. 

I encourage all of our students and 
parents to join us and take part in the 
myriad of events and activities that we 
offer throughout the school year.  
Together we will continue to provide 
our students with a top quality 
educational experience.   

To kickoff the school year, we had 
our first ever night contest in our 
stadium. The game was chosen as the 
NBC 10 Blitz Game of the Week as a 
result of strong voting by the Kennett 
Community.  A special thank you 
goes out to all of the people who 
helped make this night a reality for our 
students.  We look forward to seeing 
you at the games, as well as working 
with you throughout the school year.  

 
Michael Barber, Ed.D. 

HOMECOMING 

Games Galore! 

Dance on 
Saturday! 

Interim Progress 
Reports (printed) 
distributed in 
Advisories. 

Entrepreneurs  
Reach Finals 

1

Kennett High School’s FBLA 
Entrepreneurship Team advanced to the 
final round of competition in the Future 
Business Leaders of America National 
Competition held in Anaheim, California in 
June.  The team of Kiera Judge, Kristen 
Miller, and Julia Rivera qualified through 
preliminary testing with just 14 other teams 
nationwide to make their final presentations 
to the national panel of judges.   

2

Kiera, Julia and Kristen were 1st place winners in the area of 
Entrepreneurship at the Pennsylvania State conference held in Hershey 
in April.  Representing Pennsylvania in Anaheim in the same event, the 
girls advanced to the final round of 15 (in an estimated field of about 
100). 

Accompanied by retiring KHS teacher Mike King and his wife Ellen 
as well as parent and Mock Trial mentor Lenny Rivera, the team arrived 
in Anaheim on June 26 and participated in competitive rounds through 
June 29.  The conference, held June 27 through June 30, included over 
9000 participants from every state and schools from around the 
world.   Pennsylvania had one of the bigger groups with over 380 people.  

Owning and managing a business is the goal of many Americans. 
The Entrepreneurship event recognizes FBLA members who 
demonstrate the knowledge and skills needed to establish and manage a 
business.  
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Spotlighting Students 
In her report to faculty at the opening faculty meeting, Jeanne Hutton (Chairperson of the Guidance Department 
and AP Coordinator) made the following remarks: 

• Kennett High School has 34 new students. 
• Results of the 2013 Advanced Placement Examination3.6 school average grade. 

o 426 examinations in 21 areas were administered.  
o 206 students took at least one examination.  
o 31.7% of the Class of 2013 took at least one examination and earned a score of 3 or higher.  
o AP European History had 100% of its students earn 3 or higher with an average score of 4.5. 
o Nine KHS AP courses yielded at least 75% of the students with a score of 3 or higher: Biology, 

Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Chemistry, English Literature, French, Music Theory, Statistics, and 
US History. 

 

AP SCHOLARS NAMED 

Seventy-six current or former Kennett High School students have been recognized by the College Board for 
exceptional achievement on the college level Advanced Placement Program® examinations that they took after 
finishing AP® courses at Kennett High School.  

Three students are recognized as National AP Scholars.  This designation, the highest possible award, goes only to 
those who earn at least a 4 (on a 5-point scale) on all AP examinations taken and grades of 4 or higher on eight or more of 
these exams.  AP Scholars are 2013 graduates Kiera Judge, Elsa Koninckx, and Michael Testa. 

Twenty-five students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.5 
on all AP examinations taken, and grades of 3 or higher on five or more of these.  AP Scholars with Distinction are:  
Oluwatoni Adetayo, David Bish, Zachary Bolten, Brendan Bowens, David Bunke, Zachary Cupec, Connor Dalphon, 
Kenneth Eland, Kristina Gallivan, Lucas Gramig, Jason Kim, Morgan Kollmeier, Connor Roth, Natalie Senderowicz, 
Molly Shiflet, Koji Shimomura, and Emma Spell; Kaitlyn Cassel, Christian Cordova-Pedroza, Katherine Coughlan, 
Aaron Hrenko, Kristen Miller, Ilayda Orankoy, Krishna Pathak, and Rebecca Rhodes (members of the Class of 2014). 

Eighteen students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.25 on all 
AP examinations taken, and grades of 3 or higher on four or more of these.  Earning this award are:  Carlyle Abate, 
Alexander Arvanitis, Heather Day, Hannah Frank, Richard Fucci, Ian Huezo, Krista Lafferty, Auburn Lattanzio, Toni 
Massetti, Sarah Mraz, Tyler Oakes, Nupur Parikh, and Arielle Pearlman (Class of 2013); Emily Cziraky, Haley Devoe, 
Matthew Griffin, Breanna Haight, and Tyler Pike (members of the Class of 2014). 

Thirty students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing 3 or more AP examinations with grades of 3 or 
higher.  The AP Scholars are Morgan Austin, Alberto Beltran, Abigail Bobbitt, Sara Cristy, Olivia Danchik, Stephen 
Diluzio, Emma Eckert, Christopher Fleck, Madison Haas, Jeffrey Hauptschein, Jamielee Jimenez, Andrew Jones, Brianna 
Kenyon, Erin Kraynie, Steven Lawton, Amanda Reindl, Heather Ruble, Jessica Ruble, Gabriela Senderowicz, Kathryn 
Shiflet, Fiona Smith, Lauren Tandarich, Sanjay Yeleswaram, and Jacob Zenisek (Class of 2013);  Julia Baumel, Kellie 
Boyle, Diana Carmona, Eric Hyzny, and Ross Karwath (Class of 2014); and Jonathan Baumel (Class of 2015). 

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program offers students the opportunity to take challenging college 
level courses while still in high school, and to receive college credit, advanced placement, or both.  Students in 
grades 9-12 can continue to accumulate AP credits throughout their high school time.  



 

 

Recognizing Retirees 
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True Blue 

1

Four Kennett High School teachers, representing 
113 years of service to the Kennett Consolidated School 
District with additional years in teaching outside the 
District, retired following the 2012-13 academic year.   

Marty Beech taught music and life lessons to elementary, 
middle and high school students throughout his 39-year 
career at Kennett.  His expertise in stringed instruments and 
his gentle spirit encouraged many students through their 
“squeaky” beginnings to excellence in the Kennett High 
School Orchestra and String Ensemble.  He mentored many 
students through private lessons and group practices to 
qualifications to district, regional and state orchestra slots.  
This year, the Kennett Education Foundation recognized Mr. 
Beech as Kennett High School’s Teacher of the Year. 

Mike King, Chairperson of the Special Education 
Department at Kennett High School, came to Kennett after 
several years of service at the Chester County Intermediate 
Unit.  His special gift to Kennett continues to be his caring 
and generous spirit.  A “gentle giant’ to his students and his 
colleagues, Mr. King led the KHS Sunshine Club to respond 
to needs of teachers, students and families in the District.  In 
just one day this spring, the Sunshine Club raised over $2300 
to respond to district families displaced by a fire. Mr. King 
often reached into his own pocket to help students down on 
their luck or temporarily displaced. A strong advocate for 
children, teachers, and fairness, Mr. King was a 
representative to KEA.  Recognized for all of these qualities, 
Mr. King was a finalist in the Citadel Heart of Learning 
Awards during his career. 

Connie Logan spent 20 years as a teacher in the District, 
the last several of which at Kennett High School as Director 
of the Title III Mathematics Program.  Prior to that she 
directed the 21st Century Grant Program.  Throughout her 
years, Dr. Logan worked with gifted students at both the 
elementary and high school levels. Dr. Logan also 
coordinated the ACCESS program for English language 
learners within the English as a Second Language Program. 

Jane Stoutland, Chairperson of the Social Studies 
Department, spent 18 years at Kennett High School.  She 
taught AP U.S. History as well as Psychology and Sociology 
within the department. Mrs. Stoutland successfully coached 
the Girls’ Tennis Team through district and league 
championship games.  She has also mentored students in 
special projects within their gifted education programs.  Mrs. 
Stoutland, always a gracious presence in the school and a 
lively hostess, is emulated by her students and colleagues.  

2

The 2013 KHS retirees were feted at an event 
on June 12 at the Kennett Country Club.  The 
luncheon was organized by Sunshine Club co-
worker Christine Wilson, a member of the English 
Department, and Kennett Country Club member 
Alicia Tamargo, a member of the Mathematics 
Department.  On this afternoon, current and former 
colleagues presented the retirees with signed and 
matted sketches of Kennett High School’s grand 
façade and ushered the four into retirement with 
great regret for the loss to the high school 
community, but with joyful anticipation for their 
future in their next endeavors. 



 

 

Highlighter           September 2013 

Focus on Faculty 
Cheryl	   Lamoreux	   (English	   Department,	   right),	   Lisa	   Teixeira	  

(Library/Media,	   center),	   and	   Jessica	   Eves	   (Music	   Department)	   spent	   23	  
days	   this	   summer	   in	   the	   province	   of	   Hebei	   in	   China	   on	   an	   educational	  
exchange	   program.	   	  This	  was	  Ms.	   Lamoreux’s	   first	   experience	  while	  Mrs.	  
Teixeira	  was	  returning	  for	  the	  second	  year.	  	  	  

In	   an	   effort	   to	   boost	   their	   students'	   English	   language	   fluency,	   expand	   their	  
teachers'	   cooperative	   learning	   strategies,	   and	   foster	   international	   curiosity,	  
understanding	   and	   cooperation,	   the	   Chinese	   Department	   of	   Education	   brings	  
native	  English-‐speaking	  teachers	  from	  the	  US,	  UK	  and	  Canada	  to	  Hebei	  for	  several	  
days	  of	  touring	  historically	  and	  culturally	  important	  sites	  before	  they	  go	  to	  one	  of	  
four	  English	  speaking	  camps	  in	  cities	  near	  Beijing	  to	  teach	  for	  two	  weeks.	  

The	  Kennett	  teachers’	  camp	  at	  the	  Number	  One	  High	  School,	  a	  public	  boarding	  school	  in	  Qinhuangdao,	  was	  home	  to	  
40	   English-‐speaking	   teachers,	   60	   Chinese	   teachers	   and	   about	   600	  middle	   school	   age	   students.	   	  The	   visiting	   teachers	  
taught	  classes,	  played	  games	  and	  sang	  songs	   in	  the	  morning.	   	  Jessica	  Eves,	  Joanne	  Connolly	  (Kindergarten	  Center)	  and	  
Herman	  Engel	  (Middle	  School)	  taught	  at	  another	  school.	  	  	  

Ms.	  Lamoreux	  spoke	  enthusiastically	  of	  her	  experience:	  “My	  wonderful	  students	  stayed	  30	  minutes	  after	  class	  every	  
day	  to	  teach	  me	  Chinese.	   	  In	  the	  afternoon	  we	  ran	  activities,	  sports	  and	  clubs	  for	  students.	  And	  during	  some	  evenings	  
the	   students	   entertained	   us	   by	   presenting	   a	   talent	   show	   and	   an	   English-‐speaking	   competition;	   one	   evening	   we	  
entertained	   them,	   and	  ourselves,	   by	   presenting	   a	   faculty	   talent	   show.	   	  Hands	  down,	   living,	   traveling	   and	   teaching	   in	  
China	  was	  the	  coolest,	  most	  amazing	  and	  challenging	  experience	  I've	  undertaken.	  	  The	  ancient	  history	  that	  tourists	  can	  
see/touch	  is	  beyond	  description;	  the	  food	  is	  fabulous,	  and	  dining	  is	  an	  adventure.	  Public	  spaces	  are	  filled	  with	  beautifully	  
maintained	  gardens	  and	  sculptures,	  which	  are	  regularly	  visited	  by	  the	  Chinese	  people,	  who	  are	  friendly,	  curious,	  helpful,	  
and	  interested	  in	  meeting	  and	  talking	  to	  (and	  taking	  pictures	  of)	  Westerners.	   	  All	  of	  us	  who	  went	  to	  Heibei	  agree	  that	  
fabulous	   does	   not	   cover	   it,	   so	   I'm	   going	   back	   next	   year,	   and	   anyone	   with	   an	   ounce	   of	   adventure	   and	   international	  
curiosity	  should	  apply	  also.	  	  I	  plan	  to	  continue	  my	  connection	  with	  the	  terrific	  teachers	  and	  students	  I	  met	  this	  summer	  
via	  Skype	  and	  e-‐mail;	  they	  have	  asked	  me	  to	  offer	   their	  electronic	  addresses	   to	  my	  students	   	  here	  who	  might	  wish	  to	  
have	  a	  Chinese	  student	  as	  a	  pen	  pal.”	  	  	  	  

Jeff Moreau was honored by this featured photo and 
write up in Universe Today 

(http://www.universetoday.com/103838/stunning-
astrophoto-the-milky-way-over-death-valley/) 

“Kennett High School physics teacher and photographer 
Jeff Moreau took this incredible photo of the Milky Way 
over Death Valley. Jeff planned his photo on a night 
where the Moon had already set, arriving in Badwater 
Basin at Death Valley around 3:30 am. Regarding his 
image, Jeff says, “As a high school physics teacher, I love 
astronomy. I frequently am showing my students current 
astronomy news and images as there is so much that is so 
easily fascinating going on out in space.”  

Science Teacher Produces 
Amazing Photos 



 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION for the 2013-14 School Year 
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Getting the Information 
You Need 

For all information about sports, go to  http://sports.kcsd.org 
or  
access the page from  
www.kcsd.org and click on KCSD Athletics. 

For Kennett High School’s calendar, go to 
http://khs.kcsd.org/ 
and select Calendar. 
 
Here you will see the day-to-day events at the home of Demon Pride. 
 
Please use the holidays noted on this calendar to plan family events 
like trips and appointments.  This way you will avoid unnecessary 
missed student days. 
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For Daily Announcements, go to  
http://khs.kcsd.org/ 
 
The announcements appear on the Home Page. 


