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Planning Steering Committee Retreat

Kennett Middle School 
Accepts Rachel’s Challenge
During a school-wide assembly at Kennett 
Middle School, students were asked, “Are 
you ready to accept the challenge?”  The 
challenge was presented to students dur-
ing Rachel’s Challenge, an emotional as-
sembly that shared the story of Rachel Joy 
Scott, the first student killed at Columbine 
High School on April 20, 1999.  

The assembly provided the middle school 
with the opportunity to discuss topics such 
as school violence, racism, and making the 
right choices as young adults.  The goal of 
the assembly was to spread the message 
of Rachel Scott and start a chain reaction 
of kindness and compassion.  

“The purpose of the program is to share 
the message of a young, courageous girl 
who believed her life would have an impact 
on the world,” commented Erin Lackey, a 
member of the Rachel’s Challenge team.  
“Our goal is to create the desire to bring 
positive change to schools across the na-
tion through Rachel’s Challenge.”

Kennett Middle School students signed a 
banner stating their acceptance of Rachel’s 
Challenge and by doing so joined schools 
across the country who have accepted 
the five challenges.  The five challenges 

are eliminating racism by looking for the 
best in others, daring to dream by setting 
goals and keeping a journal, choosing your 
influences because input determines out-
put, using kind words because kind words 
equal a huge impact, and starting a chain 
reaction of kindness and compassion with 
family and friends.  

After Rachel’s untimely death, friends and 
family wanted to share Rachel’s message in 
hope of preventing school violence through 
the kindness and compassion that Rachel 
embraced during her life.  Through diaries 
and illustrations, Rachel shared her com-

passion and made an impact on the world.  
In one journal entry she wrote, “I have this 
theory that if one person can go out of their 
way to show compassion then it will start a 
chain reaction of the same.”  

The assembly included powerful photos 
and video clips of Rachel, her friends, fam-
ily and the tragic events of the worst school 
shooting in U.S. history.  Rachel’s brother, 
Craig Scott commented on one video that 
“Rachel lived a life filled with kindness 
and compassion, and because of it she’s 
changed the world.” 

The Kennett Consolidated School District 
would like to recognize the following indi-
viduals for their commitment to the District’s 
strategic planning process: Vicki Gehrt  (co-
chair), Sue Giancola (co-chair), Connie Ames, 
Michael Barber, Sarah Bohrer, John Carr, 
George Drake, Bill Durkin, Emlyn Farinola, 
Mary Kay Gaver, Ruben Gaytan, Beverly 
Geller, Tom Griffin, Chris Hancock, Jeanne 
Hutton, Rudy Karkosak, Mike Kelly, Matt Lil-
lard, Connie Logan, Steve Mancini, Tracey 
Marino, Jane Pedroso, Kristen Pedroso, Phil 
Reggio, Linda Rigler, Anton Romano, Mat-
thew Samples, Heather Schaen, Diane Shan-
non, Mark Tracy, Mel Valentine, Mary Lynn 
Vincent, Nicole Vonnahme, Elizabeth Weaver, 
and Sue Yocum.

This committee of parents, community 
members, faculty, staff, administration and 
students will work in a sub-committee struc-
ture for the next eleven months to keep the 
process on track and supervise the drafts 
and revisions of the plan.

“Community involvement is vital to the stra-
tegic planning process,” Superintendent Dr. 
Rudolph Karkosak stated.  “Only through 
community input can the Kennett Consoli-
dated School District identify and meet the 
needs of its growing constituency.”  The 
District is grateful for each member’s com-
mitment and perspective on education in our 
community. 

A Call for 
Curriculum 
Council Members 
The Kennett Consolidated School District 
is in the process of forming a Curriculum 
Council.  This committee, under the direc-
tion of Assistant Superintendent Dr. Victoria 
Gehrt, will meet quarterly to discuss trends 
in education in order to assist the District in 
staying abreast of changes that might affect 
the students of the Kennett Consolidated 
School District.  

The committee is open to any individual who 
lives within the boundaries of the Kennett 
Consolidated School District; interested indi-
viduals should contact Dr. Gehrt at vgehrt@
kcsd.org or at 610-444-6600.

The Strategic Planning Steering Commit-
tee held its first meeting on Saturday, No-
vember 10.  The 32 member committee, 
co-chaired by Dr. Vicki Gehrt and Dr. Sue 
Giancola, held a six-hour retreat in which 
they updated the school district’s mis-
sion, examined District data, and created 
new strategic goals for the District.  These 
goals will be the guiding framework for 
the strategic planning process. 

Changes to the district’s mission state-
ment were minor, and focused primarily 
on clarifications to emphasize the dis-
trict’s commitment to providing quali-
fied staff, offering strong educational 
programs, and collaboration within our 
community.  The revised KCSD mission 
statement reads as follows:

The mission of the Kennett Consolidated 
School District is to provide a quality edu-
cation that increases the achievement of 
every student in order for all to become 
successful and thoughtful contributors to 
society.

To achieve the mission, the District is 
committed to:

Fostering an ongoing collaboration •	
among students, families, staff, and 
the community.

Providing education in a supportive •	
environment that develops the intel-
lectual, emotional, social, artistic, and 
physical capabilities of every child.

Providing a highly qualified and moti-•	
vated staff to achieve our educational 
goals.

Providing an environment that encour-•	
ages the professional growth and de-
velopment of all employees.

Providing educational programs that •	
promote the development of 21st cen-
tury skills in our students to help them 
think critically, act responsibly, and 
communicate clearly.

Providing facilities, budgetary systems, •	
and strategic planning processes that 
ensure current and future require-
ments are met cost effectively.

Focusing on the revised mission statement, 
the steering committee set strategic goals 
for the District that will be the basis of the 
District’s six-year strategic plan.  After 
much examination of District data and a 
focused needs assessment, the committee 
came to consensus on five strategic goals.  

They are as follows:

Develop and implement a compre-•	
hensive and efficient communication 
plan to meet the needs of all mem-
bers of the school community.

Maximize the achievement of all stu-•	
dents by providing an educational 
program that is engaging, promotes 
advancement, and results in positive 
outcomes.

Maintain and further develop oppor-•	
tunities and supports for students 
and the community within and be-
yond the school day.  

Provide a high quality educational •	
environment that ensures the safety, 
health, and welfare of all individuals 
in a cost effective manner.

Build a District-wide technology pro-•	
gram that will support the 21st cen-
tury learner.

For more information about the strategic 
goals or the strategic planning process, 
please contact Vicki Gehrt at vgehrt@
kcsd.org or Sue Giancola at sgiancola@
kcsd.org. 

NOTICE: KCSD 
Calendar Change
The in-service day originally 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 
20, 2008 has been changed to  
Tuesday, April 22, 2008.   School 
will be in session on Tuesday, 
May 20, 2008.



Page 2

District Directory
KENNETT CONSOLIDATED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
300 East South Street

Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6600 

Fax: 610-444-6614
www.KCSD.org

Board of  School Directors
Dr. Douglas J. Doren, President
Dr. Thomas Griffin, Vice-President
Dominic Perigo, Treasurer
Shirley Annand
Dr. George P. Drake, Jr.
Marueen Harrigan 
Jim Joyce
Heather Schaen
Leslie Whiteside

District Office Administration
Dr. Rudolph F. Karkosak, Superintendent
Dr. Victoria C. Gehrt, Assistant   
 Superintendent 
Mark Tracy, Director of Business  
   Administration
Nancy L. Tischer, Director of Human
   Resources
Dr. Constance Ames, Director of Student  
  Services/Special Education
Robert Perzel, Director of Facilities and  
  Construction
Jane Pedroso, Curriculum Supervisor for  
  Language Arts and Social Studies
Mary Lynn Vincent, Curriculum Supervisor
   for Mathematics and Science

Kennett High School (grades 9-12) 
100 East South Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6620
Dr. Michael Barber, Principal
Raymond Fernandez, Assistant Principal
Tomorrow Jenkins, Assistant Principal

Kennett Middle School (grades 6-8)
195 Sunny Dell Road
Landenberg, PA 19350
610-268-5800 
John E. Carr, Principal  
Joseph Lavelle, Assistant Principal  
Karen Gerlach, Assistant Principal  

Greenwood Elementary School 
420 Greenwood Road
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-388-5990
Tracey Marino, Principal

Mary D. Lang Elementary School
409 Center Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6260 
Susan McArdle, Principal

New Garden Elementary School 
265 New Garden Road
Toughkenamon, PA 19374
610-268-6900
Barbara DeCarlo, Principal
Carla Horn, Assistant Principal

Non-Discrimination Policy 

The Kennett Consolidated School District will not 
discriminate in its educational programs, activities, 
or employment practices, based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 
age, religion, ancestry, union membership, or any 
other legally protected classification.  Announce-
ment of this policy is in accordance with state and 
federal laws, including Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.  Kennett Consolidated 
School District students and parents who have an 
inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimina-
tion, or who need information about accommoda-
tions for persons with disabilities, should contact 
Dr. Rudolph F. Karkosak, District Superintendent, 
300 East South Street, Kennett Square, PA  19348, 
telephone (610) 444-6600.

The Kennett Consolidated
School District Newsletter 

is published by 
Kennett Consolidated School District

Kristine Parkes, M.A.   Editor

Designed by 
Krisp Communications
Produced and printed by
Chesapeake Publishing

Kennett High School 
Announces AP Scholars
Forty-one current or former Kennett High 
School students have been recognized 
by the College Board for exceptional 
achievement on the college level Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Program exami-
nations that students take after finishing 
AP courses at Kennett High School. 

Linda Magana, a 2007 graduate, was 
recognized as a National AP Scholar.  This 
designation, the highest possible award, 
goes only to those who earn at least a 4 
(on a 5-point scale) on all AP examina-
tions taken and grades of 4 or higher on 
eight or more of these exams.  

Thirteen students qualified for the AP 
Scholar with Distinction Award by earn-
ing an average grade of at least 3.5 on 
all AP examinations taken and grades of 
3 or higher on five or more examinations.  
Members of the Class of 2007 who earned 

this distinction are Alicia Bonilla-Puig, Alex-
ander Brothers, Nathan Budischak, Andrew 
Costello, Brian Hanson, Jacob Locke, Har-
rison Mann, Robert Mattingly, Katherine 
O’Kelly, Siobhan Riley, Kevin Smyth, and 
Hilary Umbreit.  R. David Cates, a senior, 
has also earned this distinction.

Eleven KHS students qualified for the AP 
Scholar with Honor Award by earning an 
average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP ex-
aminations taken and grades of 3 or higher 
on four or more examinations.  Members of 
the Class of 2007 who earned this distinc-
tion are Jennifer Everhart, David Fenwick, 
Stephanie Griffin, Katherine Lynn, Kyle Mc-
Closkey, Melissa Ostroff, Alison Rumbelow, 
Natalie Sarno, Grayson Sundermeir, and 
Daniel Ziegler. Timothy Bruhn is a mem-
ber of the Class of 2008 who has already 
reached Scholar with Honor status.  Also 
earning this prestigious award was Anna 

Eichner, a resident of the school district.  

Fourteen students qualified for the AP 
Scholar Award by completing 3 or more 
AP examinations with grades of 3 or 
higher.  Members of the Class of 2007 
who earned this award are Rebecca 
Cummings, Kathryn Field, Alicia Hicken, 
Kayla Hicken, Kensi Ho, Alysha Isakoff, 
Hilary Lewis, Kaitlin Myers, and Michelle 
Vickery.  Alexander Ettinger, Ruben Gay-
tan, Allison Rozsits, Matthew Samples, 
and Madeline Williams, members of the 
Class of 2008, also achieved AP Scholar 
status.

The College Board’s Advanced Placement 
Program offers students the opportunity 
to take college level courses while still in 
high school and to receive college credit, 
advanced placement, or both as a result.  
Kennett High School offers 17 AP courses. 

District’s First SMART 
Boards Enhance the Classroom
Three Kennett Consolidated School Dis-
trict teachers received a District initiative 
grant and were awarded the District’s first 
SMART Boards.  Seventh grade social stud-
ies teacher Ms. Tamara Fellows, high school 
English teacher Ms. Marlo Spritzer, and 
New Garden Elementary School librarian 
Mr. David Livergood received the boards.

Seventh grade social studies teacher 
Ms. Tamara Fellows is excited to use the 
SMART Board, commenting that it will be 
used to energize students and actively in-
volve them in the learning process. 

“The SMART Board will allow my classes 
to become more interactive and change 
based upon the comments or questions 
from students,” explained Ms. Fellows.  “A 
SMART Board brings the students into the 
learning process and provides an interac-
tive method of meeting the National Social 
Studies standards and the Pennsylvania 
State Social Studies standards.”

“Having a SMART Board in the classroom 
helps to transcend the students’ ability lev-
els such as language abilities,” commented 
Ms. Fellows. “The SMART Board involves 
visual learning experiences that give stu-
dents the opportunity to actively participate 
in the learning process while interacting in 
a group setting.”   

“Even the most reluctant or quiet students 
are eager to try this new technology,” com-
mented Ms. Spritzer. 

For example, resources such as the “Mys-
teries of Catal Hoyuk” provide students 
with activities to complete during a class 
period.  The activities teach basic archeo-
logical processes and allow the students to 
explore a Neolithic home.    

In addition, the SMART Boards give teach-
ers the flexibility to access the Internet to 
take their classrooms on virtual field trips.  
“National Geographic has a virtual museum 
that allows students to select which exhibit 

they want to see and allows students to 
access additional information within each 
‘room’ of the museum,” explained Ms. Fel-
lows.  “There are also several other links 
that allow students to view locations on a 
world map and zoom in on a specific lo-
cale.  In addition, the Bradshaw Foundation 
engages students on an interactive journey 
of the populations of the world.”

The teachers are embracing the added 
advantage of utilizing technology in their 
classrooms and are excited to see students 
expand their interests through the new 
technology.  

“I’m looking forward to learning more about 
the many ways I can use this technology in 
my classroom,” commented Ms. Spritzer.  

The SMART Board also has the ability to 
be moved between classrooms allowing all 
teachers to incorporate the SMART Board 
into their daily lessons.  

Au Revoir Pennsylvania; Bon Jour Paris!
Kennett High School French teacher Mrs. 
Nancy Andrus is more than willing to share 
stories of how she spent her summer.  She 
spent the month of August studying at the 
Cours de Civilisation Française de la Sor-
bonne in Paris, France. 

For thirty years, Mrs. Andrus has studied 
the French language and this summer 
provided the perfect opportunity for her to 
study abroad for her first time!  “I’ve al-
ways wanted to study abroad in Paris, but 
that never seemed a possibility until this 
summer,” commented Mrs. Andrus.

Throughout the month of August, Mrs. An-
drus submerged herself into Parisian life 
where she spoke only French, with the 
exception of phone calls home.  She lived 
with a host family in the eighth district of 
the city near the Champs Elysees.  Her 
host family consisted of an elderly widow, 
a housekeeper, and an Italian student with 
French as their common language. 

“It was such a wonderful experience 
speaking in French while living there,” 
commented Mrs. Andrus.  “My host was 

such a generous and kind woman.”

Attending the Cours de Civilisation Fran-
caise de la Sorbonne kept Mrs. Andrus 
busy with intense, diverse language cours-
es.  The institute brings about 8,000 to 
9,000 students to Paris each year with the 
goal of helping them become more fluent 
in French.  Mrs. Andrus was one of only two 
native English speakers in her classes.  

Mrs. Andrus enrolled in a four-week immer-
sion course that focused on grammar, con-
versation, culture, and phonetics.  However, 
Mrs. Andrus’ cultural education did not stop 
in the classroom.  “Living the experiences 
of everyday life in Paris is something I just 
couldn’t learn in a classroom,” commented 
Mrs. Andrus.  

In a letter written to Kennett High School 
math teacher Ms. Anne Carroll, she wrote, 
“I’m taking full advantage of being in one of 
the most beautiful cities in the world.”

Mrs. Andrus’ enjoyed taking the Metro, the 
Parisian version of the subway, to and from 
classes.  “Riding the Metro and walking 

everywhere were my means of transporta-
tion for the month,” explained Mrs. Andrus.  
“Paris is the city for exercising, that’s for 
sure!”

Her favorite place she visited while in 
Paris was the Musee du Louvre which is 
the home of the famous portrait painting of 
the Mona Lisa by Leonardo DaVinci, among 
thousands of other major works of art.  

For this year, Mrs. Andrus is looking forward 
to sharing her experiences of everyday Pa-
risian life with her students and incorporat-
ing the French culture into the curriculum.  
“Learning about the culture of any country 
can be limiting when you just have words 
in a textbook,” commented Mrs. Andrus.  “I 
can now teach about life in Paris such as 
riding the Metro, eating different cuisines, 
and comparing and contrasting lifestyles.”

Mrs. Andrus also anticipates taking high 
school students enrolled in French II or high-
er to Paris in the spring of 2008.  “For many 
students, this is the first time they will travel 
farther than the Jersey Shore,” commented 
Mrs. Andrus.  “Everyone is excited!”
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Exelon Corporation Sponsors Bilingual 
Red Cross Training for Kennett High School Students
Kennett High School English as a Second 
Language (ESL) students received two 
days of first aid and CPR training from 
the American Red Cross Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Chapter in partnership with 
the Exelon Corporation, which funded the 
training.  

“It’s such a great opportunity for our ESL 
students to receive the first aid and CPR 
training,” commented Ms. Tomorrow Jen-
kins, assistant principal at Kennett High 
School.  “Having the knowledge of what 
to do in an emergency is powerful.”

Bilingual certified trainers from the Red 
Cross taught ESL students how to pre-
vent and prepare for disaster via its “Be 
Red Cross Ready” program.  It’s the same 
training offered by certified faculty and 
staff to all Kennett High School freshmen 
each year, except all materials for the 
course, including videos and textbooks, 
were narrated and written in Spanish.  

“Our hope is that offering this training 
in Spanish will make it easier for the 
students to understand, retain, and bet-
ter prepare for an emergency situation,” 
said Ian McLean, president of the Exelon 
Power Team. “As a corporation we are al-
ways looking for ways to partner with the 
community to make a difference in their 
lives.  This training could literally prove to 
be a lifesaver.”

Kennett High School senior Nancy Cortez 
was eager to start since she had never 
received any first aid or CPR training.  
“There are so many benefits of having a 
bilingual Red Cross training,” commented 
Nancy.  “If there’s a problem, we will now 

have the knowledge to address it imme-
diately.”  Her favorite part of the two-day 
training was learning how to perform CPR.   

“The Red Cross is being afforded the 
chance to help empower the entire student 
population at Kennett High School with life-
saving skills.  We are especially happy to be 
able to reach such a diverse student body 
with real skills that can save lives – those 

of the students themselves and others 
with whom they have contact in their 
daily lives,” said Tom Foley, CEO of the 
American Red Cross SEPA Chapter.

Mrs. Jenkins is grateful for the partner-
ship.  “We are very excited about the op-
portunity provided by the Exelon Corpo-
ration and the American Red Cross.  Our 
school and community will benefit from 
the generosity of these organizations.  
We are very fortunate and most appre-
ciative.” In addition to the training, Exelon 
will purchase new training mannequins 
and face shields which will be used to 
train all 1,200 students at Kennett High 
School.

(above) Red Cross volunteer Tom Riethof 
leads the “Be Red Cross Ready” program 
in Spanish for Kennett High School’s ESL 
students.

(right) Kennett High School students prac-
tice their CPR skills.

District to Enhance Student Achievement Through Use 
of Computers and Enhanced Technology

“Kennett High School students will greatly 
benefit from the Classrooms for the Fu-
ture,” commented Kennett High School’s 
social studies chairperson Ms. Jane Stout-
land.  “At the touch of their fingers, students 
can go anywhere in 
the world and access 
information instantly 
from any corner of 
the globe, on any 
subject.”    

Mr. Maguire adds that 
“through the integra-
tion of technology 
solutions, students 
and teachers will 
now have the neces-
sary tools to explore, expand, and progress 
towards 21st century teaching and learn-
ing.”  

Classrooms for the Future is Governor Ed-
ward G. Rendell’s initiative to put a laptop 
computer on every high school English, 
math, science and social studies desk 
and to provide teachers with a multime-
dia workstation and intensive training to 
enhance education.  Governor Rendell’s 
2007-08 Budget provided $90 million for 
the second year of Classrooms for the Fu-
ture, which the Governor intends to expand 
statewide.  

“This initiative is a tremendous opportu-
nity for our students to enhance curricular 
offerings through inquiry based learning,” 

With students living in a digital world, 
schools across the state are adapting 
to an environment that promotes edu-
cational technology.  Classrooms for the 
Future is an initiative that brings edu-
cational technology to the forefront.  It 
allows teachers to become facilitators 
rather than lecturers and students to 
become active participants rather than 
listeners.    

At Kennett High School, students taking 
World Studies and other social studies 
courses will soon benefit under this new 
initiative that will transform their educa-
tion from the traditional textbook, chalk 
and blackboard experience to one that 
utilizes computers, the Internet and en-
hanced technology.  

“The goal of this initiative is to support 
an effective learning community that 
encourages professional collaboration, 
celebrates student accomplishments, 
and encourages students to become 
thoughtful and successful contributors in 
society,” commented District Technology 
Integration Coach and Classrooms for 
the Future Coach Mr. Daniel Maguire.  

Kennett High School was selected as 
one of the first 358 schools across Penn-
sylvania that will create Classrooms for 
the Future in order to increase student 
achievement and success by provid-
ing state-of-the-art equipment and en-
hanced teacher development.

commented Kennett High School Principal 
Dr. Michael Barber.  

Kennett Consolidated School District has 
been awarded a $203,467 grant in order 

to transform 
its World Stud-
ies classrooms 
through this 
project.  In the 
2007-08 school 
year, over 650 
students will 
benefit from this 
initiative.

“We cannot pre-
pare the Tech-

nology Generation to be the innovators, 
leaders and entrepreneurs of the 21st 
century just using chalk and blackboards,” 
Governor Rendell said.  “Classrooms for the 
Future will not only help to boost achieve-
ment while our students are still in high 
school, but they will be primed for success 
in college and beyond, especially in fields 
that require advanced skills with comput-
ers and technology.

“If we are to adequately prepare our stu-
dents to effectively compete in the global 
marketplace, we must transform how they 
learn and how teachers teach,” the Gov-
ernor added. “The schools selected for 
the first year of Classrooms for the Future 
will serve as a model to the hundreds of 

schools we intend to fund through this pro-
gram over the next three years.”

An additional $13 million in state and fed-
eral resources will be used to train teachers 
and administrators on how to best harness 
the power of technology to enhance class-
room discussions, lessons, and projects.  
The program will provide a total of $200 
million over the next three years so every 
Pennsylvania high school may participate.

In addition to the laptops, each classroom 
will be equipped with a SMART Board and 
projector, Web cams and other video cam-
eras.  Teachers and students will also have 
access to imaging software.  The grants 
will provide over 85,000 laptops across the 
state for the second year of this initiative.

“The world has changed so much since I 
was in high school,” Secretary of Educa-
tion Gerald L. Zahorchak said.  “Back then, 
chalkboards and textbooks were sufficient 
for teachers to provide a quality education, 
but if today’s students are to be provided 
with a high-quality education that will en-
sure success in the high-tech global mar-
ketplace, we need to invest in programs 
that give them a leg up on the competition. 
Classrooms for the Future is that type of 
program.”

The District thanks our legislators for their 
support and forward thinking in funding 
this great initiative.

“At the touch of their fin-
gers, students can go any-

where in the world and 
access information instant-

ly from any corner of the 
globe, on any subject.”
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National Merit Program Honors KHS Students
Kennett High School is proud to announce 
that six Kennett High School seniors  have 
been named semifinalists in the 53rd an-
nual National Merit Scholarship Program. 

Sean M. McDermott, Allison E. Ziegler, Tim-
othy M. Bruhn, Madeline J. Williams, Cath-
erine A. Timmins, and  R. David Cates will 
continue in the competition for some 8,200 
Merit Scholarship awards. 

The six semifinalists were among more 
than 1.3 million from nearly 21,000 U.S. 
high schools who entered the 2008 Na-
tional Merit Program by taking the 2007 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) which 
served as an initial screen of program en-
trants.  The nationwide pool of semifinalists 
represents less than one percent of high 
school seniors and includes the highest 
scoring entrants in each state.  

In addition, four Kennett High School se-
niors have been named as Commended 
Students in the National Merit Scholarship 
Program, and two students have also been 
recognized by the College Board in the Na-
tional Hispanic Recognition Program.

The Commended Students are Aubrey A. 
Eason, Robert R. McGovern, Allison C. Roz-
sits, and Nathan P. Simasek.

Although these students do not continue 
in the competition for Merit Scholarships, 
they placed among the top 5% of the 1.4 
million students who entered the 2008 
Merit Scholarship competition by taking 
the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 

Scholarship Qualifying Test.  

The two students cited for honors in the 
National Hispanic Recognition Program are 
Catherine A. Timmins and Julian D. Rose.

The National Hispanic Recognition Program, 
established in 1983, is a College Board pro-
gram that provides national recognition of 
the exceptional academic achievements of 
Hispanic high school seniors and identifies 
these seniors for postsecondary institu-
tions. 

Kenoye Eke was honored in the National 
Achievement Scholarship Program, an aca-
demic competition established in 1964 in 
order to provide recognition for outstanding 
Black American high school students.  

(above) Congratulations to (l-r) Sean M. McDermott, Al-
lison E. Ziegler, Timothy M. Bruhn, Madeline J. Williams, 
Catherine A. Timmins, and  R. David Cates for being named 
National Merit Semi-Finalists.

(left) Congratulations to (l-r) Allison C. Rozsits, Nathan 
P. Simasek, Aubrey A. Eason, and Robert R. McGovern for 
being named Commended Students.

Mary D. Lang Elementary School and Greenwood Elementary 
School students marched in the 2007 Mushroom Festival Pa-
rade.  Students and teachers had a wonderful time preparing 
for and participating in this event that showcases the spirit of 
the Kennett Square community.  Pictured at right are students 
from Mary D. Lang Elementary School.

Elementary Schools Participate 
in Mushroom Parade

Middle School Artists Create Mural 
at the Garage Community and Youth Center
Kennett Middle School art teacher Ms. Kathleen Caputo Nelms and Language Arts teacher 
Ms. Kate Brion taught free art classes over the summer at the Garage Community and 
Youth Center through the Chester County Arts Association. 

Many students from the Kennett community gathered at the Garage to participate in the 
art classes which culminated in a mural project.  “It was wonderful to have students and 
teachers working together to create a mural based on the themes of unity, America, and 
diversity,” commented Ms. Caputo Nelms.  

The mural was painted on the wall in the computer lab.  “The mural combined ideas and 
sketches from the students and depicts a large eagle overlooking scenes from the Ameri-
can landscape,” explained Ms. Caputo Nelms.  “This opportunity was truly a rewarding 
experience for Ms. Brion and me, as well as the students.”

(at right) Middle School artists pose proudly 
in front of their creation.
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Kennett High School Senior 
Studies Journalism at Princeton University
Kennett High School senior Ruben Gaytan 
(pictured at right) attended Princeton Uni-
versity this past summer to study journal-
ism with some of the best in the business 
during the Princeton University Summer 
Journalism Program.  Ruben was one of 
22 juniors selected out of 878 who ap-
plied for the program.  During the 10-day 
program Ruben explored the world of jour-
nalism through topics such as hard news, 
sports, opinion, arts journalism, and tele-
vision reporting.  He also attended semi-
nars and workshops with professional 
journalists from The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and People Magazine.  

“It was great meeting reporters and lis-
tening to their stories about pursuing their 
career in journalism,” commented Ruben.  
“It was inspirational to hear how they go 
above and beyond to seek the truth and 
present it to their audience.”  

Ruben realized his passion for broadcast 
journalism while watching his sister Ja-
nette, who interned for the television sta-
tion Telemundo, deliver a presentation on 
the air.  “Broadcast journalism seems to 
convey a deeper message because there 
is spoken dialogue and visual imagery 
used to tell the story,” commented Ru-
ben.  

During the program, Ruben wrote a fea-
ture story about a Princeton alumnus who 
started an orphanage in India and another 
where he polled fans at a Trenton Thun-
der minor-league baseball game on their 
thoughts about Barry Bonds.  

While the summer program was nonstop 
journalism with workshops, seminars, 
and guest speakers, Ruben also met cur-
rent Princeton undergraduates and alumni.  
“They were our counselors and mentors 
throughout the program,” explained Ruben.  
“They helped us with understanding the 
college application process, writing com-
petitive essays, and applying for financial 
aid.”  The students will remain in contact 
with the counselors throughout their senior 
year for continuing guidance in the college 
application process.  “They told us to be 
ambitious and to not be intimidated when 
applying to the elite universities,” said Ru-
ben.  

At the conclusion of the program students 
produce their own newspaper called The 
Princeton Summer Journal.  From copy 
editing to graphics, each student was in-
volved with every step of production.    

Ruben has compiled a list of colleges and 
universities he wishes to attend and is 

equally impressed with each 
school to which he has con-
sidered applying.  He plans to 
major in international studies.  
“I want to major in something 
broader than journalism,” com-
mented Ruben.  “In order to be 
a successful journalist you need 
to have the intelligence to back 
up your writing.”  

As for a minor, he would like to 
study a language.  Ruben has 
already studied 5 languages: 
English, Spanish, French, Italian, 
and Portuguese.  He’s consid-
ering learning Arabic as a sixth 
language.  His dream job is 
working as a foreign correspon-
dent for CNN, but he jokes that 
he is unsure when in the future 
this may happen since “every-
one on CNN has white hair.”    

As a senior, Ruben is look-
ing forward to volunteering his 
time on the editorial staff of the 
Kennett High School newspaper, The De-
mon Press, where he covers stories involv-
ing the issues and concerns within the high 
school.  He serves as the National Honor 
Society Vice-President and works with the 

Youth Advisory Council with Congress-
man Joe Pitts.  He is also a member of 
the Kennett High School soccer team. 

New Garden Elementary 
School Celebrates its STARs 

At New Garden Elementary School, 33 students participated in the Summer Time Avid 
Reader (STAR) program.  In late September the proud STARs (above, back row l-r) 
Karina Acna, Gilberto Arroyo, Antonio Avellaneda, Esbeiry Cordova, Pamela Castillo, 
Luis Nieto, and Cristian Flores (front row, l-r) Katie O’Hare, Austin Denny, Jordak Ortiz, 
Fani Velazquez, and Jeovana Avila joined together to celebrate their summer reading 
accomplishments.

“The STAR reading program benefits all students who participate because it allows 
them to continue developing reading skills, increases their confidence level, and gives 
them the opportunity to truly enjoy reading,” commented New Garden Elementary 
School Principal Mrs. Barbara DeCarlo.

The program was started 10 years ago by instructional support teacher Ms. Lucy D’ 
Angelo and reading support teacher Mrs. Kyle Miscoski.  Both teachers continue to be 
responsible for organizing and facilitating the program each year.  In addition, second 
grade teacher Ms. Jennifer DaBundo volunteers her time throughout the summer to 
check reading packets.

Students in grades second through fifth are selected each year to participate in the 
STAR reading program.  Selected students receive packets containing materials such 
as books and activities as well as a welcome letter from a teacher.  Once students 
have completed their packets, they mail them in to participating teachers.  The New 
Garden PTO funds the cost of mailing materials to and from the schools, and additional 
financial support for supplies and prizes is provided by Mrs. DeCarlo.  

KHS Artists 
Place at Art Show
Two members of 
Kennett High School’s 
Class of 2007 won 
awards in the 33rd An-
nual Chester County 
Congressional Art Show 
held at the Chester 
County Art Association 
in West Chester.  Julie 
Agbo won a Chester 
County Art Association 
Excellence Award with 
her graphite/mixed me-
dia drawing.  Hannah 
Grinwis won a Chester 
County Art Association 
Honorable Mention for 
a pointillism which is 
a pen and ink drawing.  
Both young women 
were students in Mr. 
Thomas Hironimus’ art 
class. 

“I couldn’t be more ex-
cited for our students, 
school, and community 
that our students have 
been recognized as 
some of the best artists 
that Chester County has to offer,”  Mr. Hironimus commented.  “Kennett students 
have always been extremely hard working and dedicated to what they do, and I am 
ecstatic that they have been recognized for their efforts.”  

The high school graduates were chosen from among entrants from every school in 
Chester County.  This year over 400 young artists had works displayed.  Kennett High 
School students won two of the ten awards presented for two-dimensional works.

The Congressional Art Competition is sponsored by the Chester County Arts in Edu-
cation Council, U.S. Congressman Jim Gerlach (United States House of Representa-
tives, 6th Congressional District), Southwest Airlines, and the Chester County Inter-
mediate Unit.

Hannah Grinwis’ pen and ink drawing was awarded 
Honorable Mention from the Chester County Art 
Association.
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Greenwood Elementary School 
Builds a Bridge with Friends Across the Ocean
Greenwood Elementary School had 
some special visitors from South Af-
rica earlier this month when Noxolo 
Totoyi, Yvonne Daki, and a few of 
their friends from Gugulethu, a town-
ship near Capetown, South Africa, 
spent a few days visiting classrooms 
throughout the elementary school.  
Greenwood Elementary School’s Prin-
cipal Mrs. Tracey Marino met Ms. To-
toyi while performing at Ms. Totoyi’s 
church during a visit to South Africa 
this past summer with her church 
choir.   

“When I first met Noxolo, I discov-
ered she was an assistant principal 
at a kindergarten through fifth grade 
school in Gugulethu,” commented 
Mrs. Marino.  “She also volunteers 
as a kindergarten teacher since the 
school has about 1,000 children and 
only 20 teachers.”

When Mrs. Marino heard that Ms. Totoyi 
would be visiting the United States with 
her church group, she happily invited her 
to Greenwood.  “Ms. Totoyi and her friends 

were very eager to visit our school and they 
were especially looking forward to sharing 
with students what it is like to grow up in 
South Africa,” commented Mrs. Marino.  

the visitors talked about the differences be-
tween children in South Africa and children 
in the United States such as how some 
children may not live with their parents and 
how some children hold greater responsi-

bilities in their households.  They also 
talked about similarities such as how 
South African children love to play 
sports, eat at McDonald’s, and play 
with friends.

“In addition to the great conversations 
everyone had, Ms. Totoyi was able to 
learn ideas for implementing strate-
gies and techniques that we use here 
at Greenwood,” explained Mrs. Marino.  
“It was truly an educational experience 
for all!”

“The visit was a great opportunity for 
all of us to find a common ground,” 
commented Mrs. Marino.  For example, 
after listening to Ms. Totoyi talk about 
South Africa, first grader Kyle Robert-
son hugged Ms. Totoyi and whispered, 
“I’m from South Africa, too.”

During her visit, Ms. Totoyi also taught 
some students a song of encouragement 
with lyrics that included “be bright in that 

corner where you are.”  At a school-wide 
assembly, the school performed the song 
which was taped and will be sent to Ms. 
Totoyi and her friends as a thank you.  

Liziwe Mahlatshana (at left) and Yvonne Daki (at right) visited Greenwood classrooms dur-
ing their visit from South Africa.

Understanding the New Elementary Report Card
In the summer issue of the Kennett Con-
solidated School District newsletter, it was 
announced that there would be changes 
to the elementary-level report cards this 
school year.  The changes arose from the 
need to convey a child’s performance level 
compared to the state’s standards. The 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
mandates a standards-based educational 
system by which districts can demonstrate 
student mastery of academic standards. 
Standards define what students must 
know and be able to do in each subject 
area, and a standards-based report card is 
a reporting tool that helps describe specific 
student competencies. 

Standards form the basis of the Kennett 
Consolidated School District’s curriculum 
and assessment system. Classroom as-
sessment and instruction are aligned to the 
standards and multiple assessments are 
given to determine each child’s strengths 
and weaknesses.  While the standards-
based report card is just one part of re-
porting each child’s achievements, it is the 
cornerstone. Together with standardized 
testing, curriculum-based assessments, 

and student work, teachers, administra-
tors, and parents are given a complete pic-
ture of student achievement and learning.  
Please note that the emphasis is on quality 
work, and a teacher’s professional evalu-
ation remains the most critical element in 
assigning ratings based on all available 
evidence and objective criteria.

How Are Children Rated?

Each child is rated with skill indicators 
and a performance level. Skill indicators 
provide parents and teachers with spe-
cific information on a student’s strengths 
and weaknesses. Students are assigned a 
1, 2, or 3 on skills in each subject area. A 
three means that the child is on target for 
the trimester on the specific skill assessed. 
The numbers on the skill indicators are the 
major factors in determining performance 
levels. Students receive skill indicators in 
every grade.  The skill indicators in grades 
K-5 are:

3 = Proficient: a student consistently •	
demonstrates grade level expecta-
tions.

2 = Progressing: a student is begin-•	
ning to demonstrate grade level ex-
pectations

1 = Area of concern: a student rarely •	
demonstrates grade level expecta-
tions

A performance level indicates a student’s 
academic performance compared to the 
state’s grade level standards for an entire 
subject each trimester. There are three 
levels: advanced, proficient, and not yet 
proficient.  A proficient rating or higher is 
the goal for each student in each trimester.  
The performance levels in grades 1-5 are:

Advanced – the Advanced level re-•	
flects consistent superior academic 
performance. Advanced work indi-
cates an in-depth understanding and 
exemplary display of the skills and 
concepts included in the Pennsylvania 
Academic Standards.

Proficient – the Proficient level reflects •	
consistent satisfactory academic per-
formance. Proficient work indicates 
a solid understanding and display of 

the skills and concepts included in the 
Pennsylvania Academic Standards.

Not Yet Proficient – the Not Yet Profi-•	
cient level reflects that student work 
indicates a partial understanding and 
limited display of skills and concepts 
included in the Pennsylvania Academ-
ic Standards.

Teachers, coaches, and curriculum su-
pervisors spent many hours this summer 
developing common assessments so that 
each child in the District would be mea-
sured with the same yardstick. Proficient 
ratings at Greenwood, Mary D. Lang, and 
New Garden Elementary Schools all repre-
sent the same criteria, and those ratings are 
aligned to the state’s expectations. Since 
children are now being assessed each tri-
mester, there should be very few surprises 
when students take state tests.  “Above 
all, learning is the goal of the Kennett Con-
solidated School District,” says Curriculum 
Supervisor Jane Pedroso. “In addition to 
each student meeting or exceeding state 
standards, it is the District’s priority that 
children of all levels experience maximum 
growth.”

Mary D. Lang Third Graders Explore Wetlands
Autumn has been a very busy time for third graders at Mary D. Lang Elementary 
School.  As part of their study of watersheds and wetlands, the students took a 
trip to the Myrick Conservation Center where they received a tour and participated 
in hands-on experiences in the wetlands that emphasized the Pennsylvania state 
standards.  This experience was enriched by a classroom visit and presentation 
by Ms. Connie Shapiro from the Myrick Conservation Center.  Ms. Shapiro’s pre-
sentation actively involved the children in numerous activities on watersheds and 
wetlands, including the Food Chain and Food Web.  

The third graders are now looking to their November trip to Longwood Gardens 
for a tour and hands-on activities about water.  This field trip has been given to 
the third graders as part of a grant from Longwood.  “The students and teachers 
are most appreciative of this grant and the educational experiences it provides,” 
commented third grade teacher Mrs. Mary Ann McNeff.
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Around the District
November 
19..........................................................................Curriculum Committee Mtg. 7pm
19...........................................................................................KHS Chamber Concert
19-20.....................................................................K-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences
22.................................................................................................Thanksgiving Day
22-26.................................................................................................District Closed 
28...................................................KHS Parent/Teacher Conference Night 7-9pm
29.................................................................................MDL Student Picture Retake
30.........................................................................KMS School Dance 7:30-9:30pm

December
3.................................................................School Board Mtg. 7pm @District Office
4..........................................................................................KHS Honors Night 7pm
5...........................................................................................KMS PTO Mtg. 7:30pm
5..................................................................................................GW Winter Concert
6...............................................................................KHS Friends of Music 7:30pm
6........................  ..........................................GW, NG and MDL  Winter Concerts 7pm
8...........................................................................KHS Mistletoe Magic Dance 7pm
11................................................................................KHS Financial Aid Night 7pm
11.................................................................................................NG PTO Mtg. 7pm
12..................................................................................KHS Athletic Boosters 7pm
12..................................................................Elementary Instrumental Concert 7pm
15................................................................................................Bill of Rights Day
17...............................................................................KHS Winter Concert 7:30pm
19.......................................................................................KMS WInter Concert 7pm
21................................................................................................First Day of Winter
21....................................................................................KHS Alumni Day, Concert
21..................................................................................................KEF Mtg 7:30am
22-29.................................................................................................District Closed

January
1........................................................................................................District Closed
2.........................................................................................KMS PTO Mtg 7:30am
3................................................................................. KHS Friends of Music 7:30pm
3..........................................................................................MDL PTO Mtg 9:30am
7............................................................................................KHS Alumni Mtg. 7pm
7-9.........................................................................KMS After-The-Bell Registration 
8.................................................................................................NG PTO Mtg. 7pm
9....................................................................................KHS Athletic Boosters 7pm
14................................................................School Board Mtg. 7pm @ District Office
15-18................................................................................................4-Sight Testing
16.................................................................KMS Winter Instrumental Concert 7pm
17-18........................................................................................KHS Midterm Exams
18..................................................................................................KEF Mtg. 7:30am
19.............................................................Kennett Wrestling Tournament 8:30am
21..........................................................District Closed/ Martin Luther King Jr. Day
22-25................................................................................................4-Sight Testing
22-23.........................................................................................KHS Midterm Exams
23..................................................End of 2nd marking period (Secondary Schools)
28........................................................................Curriculum Committee Mtg. 7pm
28-31................................................................................................4-Sight Testing

New Garden 
Students Introduced 
to Musical Instruments

Fourth and fifth grade students discovered their taste for music during a special as-
sembly where they learned about musical instruments as well as how to play them.  
The special assembly was presented by Kennett High School fine art teachers Mr. 
Martin Beech and Mr. Robert Hoch, and Kennett Middle School music teacher Mr. 
Anton Romano. 

News from the Kennett 
Education Foundation 
Kennett Education Foundation Announces Year-Round Grants to Teachers 

The Kennett Education Foundation (KEF) is pleased to announce that it now awards 
innovative grants to teachers year-round, and that the budget for 2007-2008 is more 
than triple that of last year!  Both changes were made possible through the generos-
ity of our members, the success of our fundraisers, and private donations.  Please 
continue your support of our teachers through KEF’s Honor-a-Teacher program, our 
Fall fund drive, and our Spring fundraiser, to be held Wednesday evening, May 7, 
2008.  Details of these programs, together with other ways in which the KEF sup-
ports the Kennett Consolidated School District, are posted on the KEF’s website at                                
www.KennettEducationFoundation.org.

Since June, 2007, the KEF has awarded more than $10,000 for the following Innova-
tive Grants:

MP3 Study Guides to Tamara Fellows at Kennett Middle School•	

Rotary Readers to Susan Yocum at New Garden Elementary School•	

Enriching Science Curriculum through Field Experience to Gina Navaleza at New •	
Garden Elementary School

Fourth Grade Biological Field Experience to Debbie Anderson and Anne Bailey at •	
Greenwood Elementary School

Fourth Grade Biological Field Experience to Elizabeth Weaver at Mary D. Lang •	
Elementary School

School and Community Literacy Project to Jane Pedroso at Mary D. Lang Elemen-•	
tary School

Musical Recording and Production to Ben Green at Greenwood and Mary D. Lang •	
Elementary Schools

Vocabulary for Success to Carole Koroluck and Patti Tatum at Kennett Middle •	
School

Creating Lifelong Readers to Elizabeth Parrett at Kennett High School•	

Bi-Lingual Book Club to Emlyn Farinola and Mary Brady at Greenwood and Mary •	
D. Lang Elementary Schools

Stories with Holes to Maryella Verdes at all elementary schools•	

Math Lab Supplement to Lauren Farrell at Greenwood Elementary School•	

Developmental Guidance Lesson in the Fourth Grade to Linda Parkinson and Tia •	
Ennis at New Garden Elementary School

Geography of the NFL to Sarah McCafferty and Jill Fourney at Greenwood El-•	
ementary School

KEF Receives Two Educational Improvement Grants

On July 1, 2007, the Kennett Education Foundation (KEF) was listed as an Educational 
Improvement Organization eligible for donations under Pennsylvania’s Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC).  This program allows businesses in the Com-
monwealth to earn a tax credit for up to 90% of their donations to the KEF.  In other 
words, it costs businesses as little as ten cents to donate a dollar.  Details about the PA 
EITC program can be found at www.newpa.com/programDetail.aspx?id=62.

To date, the KEF has received two corporate donations through PA EITC.  The first do-
nation, from The Bryn Mawr Trust Company, was for $3,000; the second, from GIANT 
Food Stores, LLC, was for $2,500.  Both donations will be used to fund a new program 
aimed at enhancing educational opportunities for students at Kennett High School.  
Details of the program, once finalized, will be posted on the KEF’s website at www.
KennettEducationFoundation.org.

Thank you Bryn Mawr Trust and GIANT Food Stores for your support!

SAVE THE DATE
May 7, 2008

Kennett Education 
Foundation’s

Spring Fundraiser
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On a beautiful September Saturday morn-
ing, the Kennett Consolidated School 
District dedicated Kennett High School’s 
new multi-use athletic complex.  The 
ceremony took place immediately prior 
to the morning’s varsity football game 
that pitted Kennett High School against 
West Chester Bayard Rustin (final score 
28-7, West Chester).

“Boys and girls soccer, boys and girls la-
crosse, field hockey, track and field, the 
marching band, and football now have a 
home field,” Superintendent Dr. Rudolph 
Karkosak enthusiastically an-
nounced to the crowd.  “This is 
something we have been looking 
forward to for a long time.  I would 
like to extend the District’s grati-
tude to the community members, 
Kennett students, faculty and 
staff, and our Board of Directors 
for making today possible.”

The entire community is excited 
about the multi-use stadium that 
is the new home to KHS sports 
teams and marching band.  The 
stadium seats 2,000 spectators 
and includes a synthetic turf field, 
a track, and aluminum bleachers.  
In addition to the multi-use stadi-
um, the athletic complex project 

District Dedicates Kennett High
School’s New Multipurpose Stadium

included new tennis courts, a new base-
ball field, extra parking, an expanded 
field house, a new concession stand, and 
new bathrooms.  The total cost for the 
project was approximately $5.5 million. 

A number of community sports groups 
and nonprofit organizations will also be 
making use of the new facility.  

(above) Representatives from the various sports 
teams that will utilize the new athletic complex 
joined Kennett Consolidated School District, Board 
of School Directors, and administration on the field 
for the official ribbon cutting ceremony.

(left) The new artificial turf field sports the high 
school’s signature “K” at mid-field.

Science Assembly Wows 
Mary D. Lang Students

The Franklin Institute’s Traveling Science Show recently visited Mary D. Lang El-
ementary School to teach students about science.  The show, which focused on 
chemistry, explored everything from everyday chemistry to the chemical experi-
ments typically performed by laboratory scientists.  During the presentation the 
students were introduced to vocabulary words such as acids, bases, polymers and 
combustion through demonstrations and chemical reactions.  There were many 
jokes told and tons of laughter as the presenter Mr. John showed the students how 
different chemicals change the color of other chemicals and explained how bleach 
does not remove a stain from an object but changes the chemical properties to 
make the stain “invisible.”  In a magic trick Mr. John turned a cup of water into a gel 
which was fortunate for 3rd grader Edith Nunez who might have had water poured 
on her head otherwise.  Mr. John also illustrated how a powder could make a pretty 
interesting fire show, and explained how glow sticks work.  To top off the perfor-
mance he exploded a hydrogen balloon which made a loud sound and produced a 
ball of fire.  The students absolutely loved the show and were eager to learn more 
about science once the show was over.

Through the Gate & Under 
the Fountains to Longwood’s 
Children’s Garden We Go!
Longwood Gar-
dens invited 
Mary D. Lang El-
ementary School 
fourth graders 
and Mrs. Far-
rell’s Greenwood 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School’s third 
grade class to 
participate in a 
press conference 
that unveiled to 
the public their 
highly anticipat-
ed Indoor Chil-
dren’s Garden.  
The elementary 
school students 
were honored as the first group of children to splash through the new $18 million, 
4,000 square foot garden.

“Mrs. Farrell and I were so honored to have Greenwood students included in this 
special event,” commented Greenwood Elementary School Principal Tracey Marino.  
“The students had a blast playing with the fountains and taking in the displays!  It 
was a real treat.”

Longwood Gardens Director Paul Redman, Nathan Heywood, and Sharon Loving de-
livered speeches following tea and cookies in the garden.  As Sharon Loving spoke, a 
giant lizard appeared to whisk the children away to the new Children’s Garden.  Once 
inside the garden, the elementary school children splashed, frolicked, and giggled 
as they turned each corner of the garden, surprised by what they found!  Students 
enjoyed a cave with dripping walls, a statue of a “Drooling Dragon,” metal birds, and 
jumping fountains, to name a few of the new and wonderful attractions in the Indoor 
Children’s Garden!  

The Kennett Consolidated School District is honored to have Longwood Gardens as 
a partner in education and would like to thank the organization for including our stu-
dents in this once-in-a-lifetime celebration! 


