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A Tribute to the Class 2008

On June 13, the 307 members of the Class of 2008 walked down the steps of Kennett High School with their heads held high.  
Over $6.2  million in scholarships, grants, and awards were offered to this year’s graduating class, the most in Kennett High 
School history!  The Kennett Consolidated School District salutes this year’s graduating class and wishes it all the best in future 
endeavors.  For an in-depth look at the Class of 2008, turn to pages 4 and 5.

Reading Rules at Even Start Program 
Mary D. Lang Elementary School wel-
comed the Chester County Even Start 
Program this summer for families inter-
ested in joining the unified family literacy 
program.  The five-week family literacy 
program is a school-community part-
nership that integrates early childhood 
education, adult literacy or adult basic 
education, and parenting education.  The 
program is administered by the Chester 
County Intermediate Unit and has been 
in existence for about 19 years.

“We believe that a child’s education be-
gins in the home,” explained Ms. Tricia 
Quinn, program coordinator.  “Parents 
are their child’s first and most important 
teacher in life.  The Even Start Program 
helps to bring together parents and chil-
dren through reading-based activities.”

Over 75 students and adults were enrolled 
in the program.  Primary services includ-
ed adult education, early childhood, and 
parenting education, and Parent And 
Child Together (PACT) activities.  Each 
year a theme is incorporated into the 
Even Start Program, and this year’s theme 
was Catch the Reading Bug.  The theme 
focused parents and children on reading 
about all the different bugs and insects.  

In addition to the literacy program, 
families were also enrolled in the Ba-
yard Taylor Summer Reading program.  

“We’ve worked very closely with the li-
brary throughout the years,” commented 
Ms. Quinn.  “We encourage parents and 
their children to visit the library and to 
take books home.  This helps parents be-
come involved in their child’s education.”   
They also took advantage of the reading 
programs available at the library.  Fami-
lies had many activities to choose from: 
movie nights, story-times, special activi-
ties such as jewelry-making, and guest 

appearances by magicians!  Adults also 
enrolled in its Adult Literacy Program.    

The Even Start Program would like to ex-
tend its gratitude to the District, includ-
ing Superintendent Dr. Rudolph Karko-
sak and Mary D. Lang Principal Mrs. 
Susan McArdle, as well as the student 
volunteers from Kennett High School 
and Avon Grove High School.   

Incoming first graders (L-R) Jorge Reza, Magali Ortiz, and Angel Gutier-
rez work with middle school volunteer Cassandra Sanchez (hidden be-
hind Magali) during an Even Start activity. 

KCSD Seeks Volunteers 
for Committee Work
The Kennett Consolidated School Dis-
trict is forming new committees based 
on the recommendations from the 
Strategic Planning Steering Commit-
tee and subcommittees.   To learn more 
about the committees, visit our website 
or contact Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Vicki Gehrt at 610-444-6600 or at 
vgehrt@kcsd.org.

Slow: 
Construction Ahead

Although the trail leading to the construc-
tion of a new elementary school has taken 
time and effort to navigate, the District 
continues to push forward.  The process 
began when the 2003-2009 Strategic Plan 
called for the formation of an Elementary 
Expansion Task Force to study the District’s 
demographics, including existing facilities, 
enrollment projections, and programmatic 
requirements.  The findings of that Task 
Force, which was comprised primarily of 
community members, indicated the need 
to construct a new elementary school to 
serve grades one through five.  In addition, 
Greenwood Elementary and New Garden 
Elementary would be reconfigured to serve 
grades one through five, and Mary D. Lang 
would be converted to a District-wide Kin-
dergarten Center.  In September 2006, that 
recommendation was formally adopted by 
the Board of School Directors and the land 
search commenced.

The land search proved to be a challenge.  
The key to finding the “right” property was 
a mixture of acreage, topography, land use, 
accessibility, proximity to other elemen-
tary schools (i.e. location, location, loca-
tion), price, and locating a willing seller.  
After hiring independent real estate bro-
kers, consulting with the Chester County 
Geographic Information Systems, writing 
numerous letters, visiting properties, and 
contacting real estate agents, we finally did 
it!  However, year-long process resulted in 
the District having to delay the opening of 
the new elementary school from Septem-
ber 2009 to September 2010.

The 20-acre property currently under 
agreement is located to the west of the in-
tersection at Bancroft Road and Pember-
ton Road.  The property satisfied all of the 
criteria established by the District and ap-
peared to be a perfect match.  The District 
hired architects, engineers, and a team of 
consultants to begin the lengthy process of 
obtaining governmental approvals and to 
design a building based on our educational 
specifications.  

One of the first approvals required by the 
District is to obtain Conditional Use ap-
proval from New Garden Township.  The 
District anticipated that the Township 
would embrace its desire to meet the needs 
of the community.  However, time contin-
ues to pass as the District seeks approval.  
Three Conditional Use Hearings have al-
ready been heard, with two more sched-
uled for August 27 and September 29.  If 
the District continues to experience resis-
tance to move expeditiously on this prop-
erty, we will again be faced with delaying 
the opening of the new elementary school 
from 2010 until 2011.  

As the journey to construct a new elemen-
tary school creeps along, it causes me to 
reflect on a road sign I recently passed and 
to ponder the real meaning of … SLOW: 
CONSTRUCTION AHEAD. 

by Mark T. Tracy, 
Director of Business Administration
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Greenwood Third Graders Published
in Young American Poetry Digest 
Poetry is an important part of the day 
at Greenwood Elementary School in the 
third grade class of Mrs. Sarah Thorne-
Locke.  It has also been very rewarding 
for the young poets since they were re-
cently invited to publish their poetry in 
the Young American Poetry Digest.  

The Young American Poetry Digest, 
published annually, is a collection of 
children’s poetry.  It was initiated in 
1994 and designed to share the writing 
talents of today’s youth with others.  It 
supplies a national audience for student 
writing and provides a publishing outlet 
for young poets. 

“Using poetry in the classroom gives 
students exposure to vocabulary, gram-
mar, and figurative language,” explained 
Mrs. Thorne-Locke.  “In addition po-
etry offers a wonderful cross-curricular 
activity such as helping students rein-
force concepts in social studies, science, 
and math.”  

Throughout the school year students 
studied and discussed a new poem each 
week and then wrote original poems to 
present to the class.  At the end of the 
year students compiled their poems into 
a portfolio.  Students selected one piece 
from the portfolio for submission to the 

Digest.  

“Poetry allows stu-
dents to develop 
their ‘voice’ as a 
writer,” comment-
ed Mrs. Thorne-
Locke.  “Poetry 
gives students a 
freedom of ex-
pression that can’t 
be found in other 
forms of writing.  
Each poem is a re-
flection of the in-
dividual’s person-
ality and ideas.”

This is the second 
consecutive year 
that every student 
in Mrs. Thorne-
Locke’s class has 
been published in the Young American 
Poetry Digest.  The Digest is distributed 
to libraries around the country!  The stu-
dent’s poetry was also broadcast via pod-
cast.  Each poem with its accompanying 
illustration was posted online along with 
a recording of the students reading their 
poems.  

Mrs. Thorne-Locke is excited that all of 

Mia Doty (left) and Mattie Madsen (right) read poetry in a previous issue 
of Young American Poetry Digest.  

her students were chosen for this won-
derful recognition.  “This recognition 
helps students think of themselves as 
writers,” explained Mrs. Thorne-Locke.  
“I’m extremely proud of them!”

Outstanding Kennett Teachers 
Announced

At the end of the 2007-08 academic year 
five teachers in the Kennett Consolidated 
School District were named Outstand-
ing Teachers by the Kennett Education 
Foundation (KEF).  The teachers, one 
from each school in the District, were 
recommended by their principals for 
their exemplary work during the school 
year.  The recipients were: Colleen S. 
Thurmond, New Garden Elementary, 
David A. Bickel, Greenwood Elementary, 
Chanel August, Kennett High School, 
Stephanie A. Sarosky, Kennett Middle 
School, and Joan L. Viscuso, Mary D. 
Lang Elementary.  

“We have so many great teachers in our 
District that it is difficult to choose just 
one from each school,” commented Su-
perintendent Dr. Rudolph Karkosak.  
“However, these five awardees certainly 

From the Kennett Education Foundation 
deserve recognition for being excellent 
examples to their peers.”

Each recipient’s name is listed on plaques 
in their respective schools and in the Dis-
trict Office.  Each received a certificate, 
flowers, and a bookstore gift card.

The Outstanding Teacher Awards are 
sponsored by the Kennett Education 
Foundation (KEF), which also supports 
teachers through its Innovative Grants 
program.  “Teachers are the most impor-
tant part of the educational process, and 
we want to honor and support them in 
any way we can,” said Karl Bennett, KEF 
Board President.  Dr. Bennett went on to 
encourage all teachers to submit propos-
als for Innovative Grants “Grants may be 
submitted at any time, and during the 
coming year, we expect to be able to fund 
every grant that meets our criteria for in-
novation.”

Ten Scholarships Awarded

The Kennett Education Foundation 
manages funds for ten of the scholarships 
awarded at graduation.  In the order of 
presentation, they are: The Forrest R. 
Schaeffer Scholarship, The Carol Karko-
sak Scholarship, The James G. Warbur-
ton Memorial Scholarship, The Kennett 
Education Foundation Scholarship, The 
Kennett Education Foundation Book 
Scholarship, The KHS All-Around Stu-
dent Scholarship, The Ralph Parrett, 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship, The Scott 
Thompson Student Assistance Scholar-
ship, The Donald McKelvie Memorial 
Chemistry Award, and the Nancy Stees 
Memorial Biology Award.  The KEF con-
gratulates all scholarship winners (listed 
on page five)!

For further details, visit www.KennettEd-
ucationFoundation.org.

Summer Camp Strengthens 
Students’ Reading and Math Skills
As part of the Kennett Consolidated 
School District’s summer activities, the 
Educational Assistance Program (EAP) 
provided students many opportunities 
to continue their education during the 
summer months.  For the past three sum-
mers the District has offered a summer 
school program for math and reading to 
students in kindergarten through eighth 
grade. 

The four-week program helped students 
sustain and grow their skills through the 
summer months.  Students spent Monday 
through Thursday with 32 certified Dis-
trict teachers.  This year there were about 
300 students enrolled in the program.  

Each class was filled with a maximum of 
15 students to increase the one-on-one 
work between teachers and students.

“The summer camp program helps stu-
dents better prepare for new school chal-
lenges in the fall,” explained Ms. Jane 
Pedroso, curriculum supervisor of lan-
guage arts and social studies.  “The use 
of computer software programs, SMART 
Boards, and IPods also enhanced the 
summer camp experience for students 
in both reading and mathematics,” com-
mented Ms. Mary Lynn Vincent, math-
ematics and science supervisor.  

Students in the math camp strengthened 

their abilities in working with whole 
numbers, fractions, decimals, and per-
cents.  By using manipulatives and hands-
on activities, students increase their abil-
ity to compute fluently, accurately, and 
efficiently.

In the reading camp, students worked 
with the District’s Balanced Literacy 
Model of Instruction.  Under this model, 
students studied the four key compo-
nents: guided reading, independent read-
ing, spelling and vocabulary, and writer’s 
workshop.  “Many teachers came togeth-
er to deliver high-quality instruction that 
was energized, strategic, and rigorous,” 
stated Ms. Pedroso.  
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Web Design Camp Extends Learning Opportunities
As we continue to move forward into 
the world of technology, school districts 
across the nation are creating and devel-
oping new programs, courses, and elec-
tives to offer their students.  Although 
students are constantly submerged in 
technology with social networking web-
sites and cell phones amped with text 
messaging, school districts are hoping to 
introduce students to the power of tech-
nology as an educational tool.

This summer the Kennett Consolidated 
School District offered students in grades 
fourth through eighth a chance to partici-
pate in Web Design Camp.  For four con-
secutive days students designed, created, 
and launched their own websites.  Mr. 
Phillip Reggio, sixth grade academically-
talented social studies teacher and gifted 
program coordinator, organized the camp 

and Ms. Roseanne Colgan, seventh grade 
computer teacher, assisted with the teach-
ing.

“We are living in the information age,” 
commented Mr. Reggio.  “Students who 
are exposed to technology at a young 
age will gain an edge in our competitive 
workforce.  The use of technology is a 
critical element in today’s world.”

The Web Design Camp welcomed 16 
students in its first year.  “The goal of the 
camp was to incorporate technology be-
yond the classroom curriculum in order 
for students to understand how to use the 
tools available to them,” explained Mr. 
Reggio.  “The students were extremely 
enthusiastic and highly motivated.  It was 
amazing to see their websites.”

Kennett High School graduate Devon 

Zuczek served as the programmer for the 
course.  He helped students launch their 
website by providing them a URL address 
and hosting service for up to one year 
with available renewals.  URL is short for 
Uniform Resource Locator which is an 
address that identifies a particular file on 
the internet.  

At the beginning of the camp, Mr. Reg-
gio taught an Internet safety course to 
raise awareness of safety concerns online.  
“When teaching a course on designing 
websites, it’s important to remind stu-
dents to take the necessary safety precau-
tions,” explained Mr. Reggio.  “Internet 
safety and awareness is critical, and it’s es-
pecially important to explain to students 
that the information put on their website 
is available for anyone to view.”  Mr. Reg-
gio also pointed out that all parents were 

given access to their child’s website.  

Students learned a variety of skills to con-
struct and maintain their personal web 
pages such as Adobe Photoshop, Word 
Press, iMovie, Administration Panel 
Navigation, and HTML programming.  
In addition to learning how to launch a 
website, students were also encouraged to 
be creative.  

“In conjunction with problem solving, 
creative learning helps students focus on 
big ideas that reach across a variety of 
educational domains,” stated Mr. Reggio.  
“The camp allowed students to explore 
computer programming, graphic design, 
and communication skills.”

For more information on the Web Design 
Camp or to view some of the students’ 
websites visit www.spinmyownweb.com.  

Notification System Increases 
Communication Between District and Parents
The Kennett Consolidated School Dis-
trict has implemented a notification 
system to increase communication be-
tween the District and parents.  Con-
nect-Ed is a service that allows school 
administrators to record, schedule, 
send, and track personalized voice mes-
sages to thousands of students, parents, 
and staff.  

“Our notification system will help the 
District’s goal of increasing commu-
nication between the schools and par-
ents,” commented Director of Technol-
ogy Mr. Steve Mancini.  “In addition 

to communication needs, it can also be 
used for attendance notification and 
community outreach efforts among other 
things.”

Connect-Ed is specifically designed for 
K-12 users.  “Administrators are the only 
individuals who have access to the system 
and can only access their specific school,” 
assured Mr. Mancini.  “An administrator 
can sort through data in a variety of ways 
including grade level, subject, or athletic 
team to specify the target audience.”  

Prior to the end of the school year, par-

ents recieved a contact information sheet 
to update.  All primary contact informa-
tion was entered into the new notifica-
tion system.  “Parents can use any phone 
number, cellular or landline, as their 
primary contact information,” stated 
Mr. Mancini.  “During the fall, a parent 
portal will be released to parents where 
they can update or add additional phone 
numbers.”

Once messages are sent to parents, 
Connect-Ed can track the message and 
produce detailed reports.  “By having 
the ability to track and collect detailed 

reports, the District can receive infor-
mation on who was or wasn’t reached,” 
explained Mr. Mancini.  “It’s important 
for us to have communication between 
schools and parents, but it’s also criti-
cal that we have an accurate notification 
system.”    

Messages can also be delivered in the 
household’s native language in order to 
reach the non-English speaking families 
in the District.  “The Connect-Ed no-
tification system helps us build a strong 
District community as we continue to 
strive for ways of reaching all families.”

At the end of the 
2007-08 school year 
the New Garden El-
ementary School PTO 
sponsored a fun-filled 
evening of baseball at 
a Wilmington Blue 
Rocks game.  Fifth 
grader Kierstin An-
derson and second 
grader Meghann La-
Costa were invited to 
perform at the game.  
Kierstin’s mother, Mrs. 
Kim Anderson, sang 
with Meghann during 
the pre-game ceremo-
ny.  Together they per-
formed “America the 
Beautiful.”  This was 
Meghann’s first public 
performance.  During 
the 7th inning stretch 
Kierstin and her moth-
er also performed “God 
Bless America.” 

Take Us Out 
to the Ballgame

Welcome to New 
Garden Elementary 
School’s New Principal
The Kennett Consolidated 
School District is excited to 
welcome back Mrs. Cathy 
Robine as the new principal 
of New Garden Elemen-
tary School.  Mrs. Robine 
is returning after a two-year 
retirement.  Prior to retire-
ment Mrs. Robine served as 
the Mary D. Lang Elemen-
tary School principal for 
over three years.  

“I’m very excited to be back 
at the District and to con-
tinue the great work that is 
already being done here,” 
commented Mrs. Robine.  
“New Garden Elementary 
is a great school, and I look 
forward to continuing that 
tradition.”

During her retirement Mrs. Robine became involved with two organizations: 
East Side Charter School and Together for Education.  She is a board member 
for both organizations.  “I have a tremendous passion for working with teachers 
to further develop new opportunities for our youth,” commented Mrs. Robine.  
“And I’m eager to continue that passion in the District.  The District’s faculty, 
staff, and administration are so talented.  They do whatever it takes to educate 
and encourage our students.”  
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Celebrating the Class of 2008
Of the 307 members of the Class of 
2008, 
61% will attend a 4-year college
15% will attend a 2-year institutions 
1% will enter the military 
23% are either undecided or will work 

Members of the Class of 2008 were ac-
cepted to the following four- and two-
colleges and universities:

Albright College
Alvernia College
American University
Appalachian State University
Arcadia University
Arizona State University
Auburn University
Bates College
Bloomsburg University 
  of Pennsylvania
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brigham Young University
Brown University
Bucknell University
Cabrini College
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Clemson University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
College of William & Mary
Colorado State University
Columbia College Chicago
Columbia University
Cornell University
Daytona Beach Community College
Delaware College of Art and Design
Delaware County Community College
Drexel University
Duke University
Duquesne University
East Carolina University
East Stroudsburg University
Eastern University
Elizabethtown College
Fairfield University
Florida Community College
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida State University
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall College
Full Sail Real World Education
George Washington University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Gettysburg College
Goldey-Beacom College
Harcum College
Harvard College
Haverford College
High Point University
Hofstra University
Hussian School of Art
Immaculata University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Ithaca College
James Madison University
Johns Hopkins University
Kenyon College
King’s College
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania
Lehigh University
Lock Haven University of Pennsylva-
nia
Loyola College in Maryland
Lynchburg College
Mansfield University of Pennsylvania
Marymount Manhattan College
Marywood University
Messiah College
Michigan State University
Millersville University of Pennsylvania

Monmouth University
Montana State University
Neumann College
New York University
North Carolina State
Northern Arizona University
Pennsylvania State University
Philadelphia University
Point Park University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Radford University
Randolph-Macon College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rollins College
Rowan University
Rutgers, The State University 
  of New Jersey
St. John’s College
St. John’s University
Saint Joseph’s University
St. Mary’s College of Maryland
Salem State College
Salisbury University
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania
Southern Methodist University
Stetson University
Suffolk University
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University
Taylor University
Temple University
Towson University
Trinity College
Tulane University
University of Arizona
University of the Arts
University of Central Florida
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Denver
University of Maine
University of Mary Washington
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts Amherst
University of Michigan
University of Montana
University of Nebraska
University of North Carolina 
  at Chapel Hill
University of North Carolina 
  at Charlotte
University of North Carolina 
  at Wilmington
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of South Carolina

University of South 
  Florida
University of Southern 
  California
University of Tampa
University of Texas
  at Austin
University of the Sciences
  in Philadelphia
University of Toronto
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Washington
Ursinus College
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
  and State University
Wake Forest University
Washington College
Wesley College
Wesleyan University

West Chester University 
  of Pennsylvania
West Virginia University
Western Carolina University
Widener University
Wilkes University
Williams College
Williamson Free School 
  of Mechanical Trades
Winthrop University
Yale University
York College of Pennsylvania
York Technical Institute
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Celebrating the Class of 2008
Meet the Class of 2008
The most recent graduates of Kennett 
High School are as different as they 
come. They each chose a different path 
during their high school years, partici-
pating in a variety of activities to rep-
resent their personalities.  But together, 
they create something wonderful, im-
proving the lives of all who come to 
know them. We’re pleased to give you 
a glimpse of just a few of these seniors 
who represent their class and the nu-
merous achievements they’ve made that 
have left an impact on our community.

Allison Rozsits 

A l l i s o n 
R o z s i t s 
was very 
involved 
in many 
activities 
through-
out her 
education 
at Kennett 
H i g h 
S c h o o l .  
For all 
four years she was a member of the swim 
team and the club crew team.  During 
her senior year she was the captain of 
the swim team.  Allison actively partici-
pated in several clubs.  She was on the 
academic team, achieving varsity status 
her senior year.  This year the team qual-
ified for championships in the Chester 
County league!

During her senior year Allison was a 
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety, serving as secretary, Editor of the 
Yearbook Staff, and the second Vice 
President of Student Council.  She was 
involved in the Future Business Leaders 
of America all four years as well.  “Being 
involved in sports and academic teams 
really helped me to develop leadership 
skills and to learn how to cooperate with 
others while becoming a part of a team,” 
commented Allison.  

Allison always loved math and science, 
enrolling in AP courses in physics, sta-
tistics, chemistry, and calculus to name 
a few!  In the fall of 2007 she was recog-
nized as a National Merit Commended 
Scholar.  She was also named an AP 
Scholar and awarded the Chester Coun-
ty Press Scholar-Athlete Award.  In ad-
dition Allison earned high honors from 
the Society of Women’s Engineering.  

In the fall Allison will attend the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania where she will 
study biomedical engineering.  

Andrea (Elizabeth) Ramirez

Elizabeth 
Rami re z 
is excited 
to ex-
plore the 
world of 
photogra-
phy this 
fall when 
she will 
a t t e n d 
Delaware College of Arts and Design to 
study photography.  In high school she 
enrolled in the iLife Studio class in order 

to become more familiar with programs 
that will enhance her photography.  “Ever 
since I was young, I loved taking photos,” 
explained Elizabeth.  “Mr. Santer really 
inspired me to pursue photography.”

Elizabeth was involved in the Chester 
County Futures program for all four 
years.  The program helps and guides stu-
dents as they prepare for a college educa-
tion.  

Currently, Elizabeth has been taking 
pictures using both a film camera and a 
digital camera.  She’s looking forward to 
learning more about photography, such 
as technique and lighting.  Elizabeth en-
joys taking photos of nature and the envi-
ronment but is thinking about becoming 
a journalistic photographer.  

Madeline Williams

Madeline 
Wi l l i ams 
a c t i v e l y 
p a r t i c i -
pated in 
numerous 
sports and 
academic 
t e a m s 
th rough-
out her 
h i g h 
school career.  She played mid-fielder for 
the varsity lacrosse team and defender for 
the varsity soccer team all four years.  

In addition to sports Madeline also served 
as the Treasurer of both the National 
Honor Society and the Student Council 
during her junior and senior years.  She 
was on the yearbook staff for all four years 
and acted as the sports editor during the 
end of her junior year.  

Madeline is also very proud of her in-
volvement with the Adult Literacy tutor-
ing program.  For the past two years she 
worked one-on-one with an adult learn-
ing to speak and write English.  

Madeline was named a National Merit Fi-
nalist and AP Scholar and was recognized 
by the News Journal as an Academic All-
Star.  She was one of two seniors from 
the state of Pennsylvania to earn the Mc-
Cabe Scholarship.  She received a soccer 
scholarship from Swarthmore College.  
Madeline is excited to begin her college 
career in order to discover what interests 
her the most!

Robert Ozdowy

R o b e r t 
O z d o w y 
e n t e r e d 
K e n n e t t 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 
during his 
junior year 
and was 
excited to 
enroll in 
the wide-range of classes that the curricu-
lum offered, as well as becoming involved 
in several clubs and activities.  Robert ac-
tively participated in the National Honor 
Society, served as the business editor on 
the yearbook staff, and acted as the par-

liamentarian in the Future Business Lead-
ers of America.  

Prior to joining the class of 2008 at KHS, 
Robert had lived in Beijing, China for five 
years.  After living in China, Robert was 
eager to take the Chinese classes offered 
to students online.  “The online Chinese 
class was a great way for me to become 
formally introduced to the language,” 
commented Robert.  Having lived in Ar-
gentina before moving to China, Robert 
has always been a fan of traveling.  “I love 
traveling and experiencing the food, cul-
ture, and sites each place has to offer.”  

Robert is looking forward to experienc-
ing the college atmosphere at Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans in the fall where 
he plans to study finance.  

Isreal Bernal

Isreal Ber-
nal entered 
K e n n e t t 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 
from Mex-
ico only 
three years 
ago.  Since 
his enroll-
ment at 
the high 
school, he has heavily involved himself in 
academics, sports, and community ser-
vice.  “He has worked extremely hard and 
has always been willing to try anything,” 
commented Guidance Department Chair 
Ms. Jeanne Hutton.

For the past two summers, Isreal was in-
volved in the Upper Bound Math and 
Science program at Pennsylvania State 
University where he studied petroleum 
production engineering.  At Kennett 
High School, Isreal was actively involved 
with the Hermanitas club, After-The-
Bell, and with the Migrant Education 
Program (MEP).  As a volunteer for Af-
ter-The-Bell, he worked with the middle 
school students during their activities and 
also helped out in the office with cleri-
cal work.  He worked with Ms. Loretta 
Perna in the Migrant Education Program 
with numerous community service proj-
ects, including cleaning up Anson B. 
Nixon Park and helping with the annual 
Kennett Run.

Isreal worked part-time at Chatham Fi-
nancial during high school.   He was re-
sponsible for placing purchase orders for 
the company and keeping track of sup-
plies.  

During his junior year in high school, Is-
real was a member of the swim team.  He 
assisted the Guidance Department with 
the College Information night for Span-
ish-speaking parents where he translated 
the information in Spanish. 

Isreal will attend Penn State University in 
the fall where he will study energy busi-
ness and finance.

Zach Galcynski

Zach Galcynski was a key member on the 
track team during his high school career.  
Captain of the track team during his se-
nior year, Zach went to the Districts in 

the 200 
meter dash 
and placed 
third at 
the cham-
pionships 
this year.  
He’s look-
ing for-
ward to 
returning 
in the fall of 2008 to help coach the 
team. 

Zach will attend Delaware College of 
Art and Design in the fall where he will 
study animation.  He has always been 
interested in computer animation and 
hopes to work with animated movies.  
He was first formally introduced to 
animation in the graphic design class 
Kennett High School.    

In addition to animation, Zach enjoys 
pencil sketching, charcoal, and paint-
ing.  Having met some of his profes-
sors during the interview process when 
he presented his art portfolio, Zach is 
eager to experience the college atmo-
sphere.  Once he graduates from Dela-
ware College of Art and Design, he 
plans to attend Pittsburgh Institute of 
Art and enroll in its three-year anima-
tion program.

Nancy Medina Valdez

N a n c y 
M e d i n a 
Valdez was 
active in 
numerous 
activities 
while she 
a t tended 
K e n n e t t 
H i g h 
S c h o o l .  
She has 
always had a passion for creating art; 
however, at the high school she discov-
ered how much she enjoyed floristry.  

For two years Nancy was involved in 
the Horticulture Program at the Center 
for Arts and Technology at the Brandy-
wine campus.  Over the two year pe-
riod she completed 720 hours of work 
toward college credit.  In the program 
she learned how to create and design 
floral arrangements and how to main-
tain plants. 

Outside of school Nancy worked oc-
casionally for Kennett Florist where she 
helped during the busy holiday season 
with orders and arrangements.  In De-
cember of 2007, Nancy helped Kennett 
High School’s success in the 23rd an-
nual Holiday Flower Show sponsored 
by CAT-B.  Nancy won 1st place for her 
holiday table centerpiece, 1st place for 
her holiday welcome arrangement, and 
2nd place for her tree ornaments! 

Nancy plans to attend Delaware County 
Community College in the fall to study 
business. 

Visit www.KCSD.org to read about 
more members of the Class of 2008.
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The 2007-08 Academic Year in Review

Kindergartners from Greenwood Elementary School toured Kennett 

Borough; one of their stops was at The Kennett Paper. Fourth graders from Mary D. Lang and Greenwood Elementary Schools helped 
Longwood Gardens celebrate the opening of its new Children’s Garden.

The District celebrated the new athletic complex at Kennett High School with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony.

Channel 6 WPVI-TV news anchor Tamela Edwards presented a powerful keynote 

address at Kennett High School’s 2008 Multicultural and Diversity Conference.

Kennett Middle School’s presentation of Willy Wonka was an audience-pleasing success!

Students in the Academically Talented Program at Mary D. Lang Elementary 
School enjoyed challenging sessions of Stories with Holes.

Students at New Garden Elementary School celebrated the winter holidays 
with song. 
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Root, Root for the Home Team
Let’s root, root, root for the home team, or as they like to be called, the Green-
wood Straight A’s!  For the second year Greenwood Elementary School joined the 
KAPRB’s (Kennett Area Park and Recreation Board) co-ed softball league, and 
this year the team made a great comeback, placing fifth.

Second grade teacher Mr. Jonathon Kilpatrick started the team last year in an 
effort to bring together teachers and the community.  “Our goal was to set an 
example of teamwork, leadership, and sportsmanship for the students at Green-
wood Elementary,” stated Mr. Kilpatrick.  

The faculty softball games allow everyone on the team to interact with students 
and other members of the community in a unique way.  “When the students 
come to the games, they see the teachers not just as teachers but as superstars 
that they can cheer for,” laughed Mr. Kilpatrick.  “They come wearing “Straight 
A’s Fan Club” shirts and bring snacks and drinks for the teachers.  One student, 
Rudy, hasn’t missed a game this year!” 

From April until August, the team plays at Penncock Field each week.  The team is 
comprised of Greenwood Elementary School faculty and staff, with a few friends 
rounding out the roster.  The team finished this season with a 10-16 record.

“The team has increased our involvement in the Kennett community and is a 
wonderful community building activity,” stated Principal Tracey Marino.  “Plus, 
it lets everyone see us in a different light.” 

If you missed the Straight A’s this season, don’t worry... there is a good chance that 
they will back on the softball diamond in 2009!

Members of the Greenwood Elementary School Straight A’s Softball Team (kneel-
ing L-R)   Andy Slowik, Katey Kreider, Brian Rafferty, David Bickel, Tony Flores, 
Emlyn Farinola (standing L-R)  Trish Brennan, John Boyer Sr, Debbie Thompson, 
Jack Hamilton, Tracey Marino, Jon Kilpatrick, John Boyer Jr., Mark Chandler, Chip-
per Dunn and Kelly Frantz.

Mathematics Section of 
Elementary Report Card Updated
The goal of the Kennett Consolidated 
School District is for each child to be pro-
ficient or higher on benchmarks aligned 
to the Pennsylvania Academic Standards 
at each grade level.  For the upcoming 
school year, parents will notice some up-
dates in the mathematics portion of the 
report card.  Last year when the elemen-
tary report card was revised, parents were 
informed that the mathematics section 
would be updated this year.  

“The new mathematics section of the 
report card aligns more closely with our 
local and state mathematics standards 
and curriculum,” commented Ms. Mary 
Lynn Vincent, curriculum supervisor of 
mathematics and science.  “In addition, 
it will allow teachers to better communi-
cate mathematical strengths and areas of 
concern to parents.”  

There are five content strands and two 
process strands on the mathematics sec-
tion of the report card. The five content 
strands are number systems and com-

putation, measurement, geometry, al-
gebraic concepts and patterns, and data 
and probability. The two process strands 
are problem solving and communica-
tion. Content strands evaluate students 
on what they know, and process strands 
measure students’ ability to use and ex-
plain strategies in solving mathematical 
problems.

 “By adding descriptions under the math 
section, parents can better understand 
each content area as well as what is ex-
pected from their child,” explained Ms. 
Vincent.  “Although the content descrip-
tions remain the same in each grade, the 
expectations differ greatly at each grade 
level.”  

The following information describes the 
content specific strands and the two pro-
cess strands under the mathematics sec-
tion of the elementary report card.

Number Systems and Computa-•	
tion (content strand) evaluates the 
ability to comprehend mathematical 

concepts, operations, and relations 
to conducting mathematical proce-
dures.  Procedures such as adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and divid-
ing numbers flexibly, accurately, ef-
ficiently, and appropriately. 

Measurement•	  (content strand) en-
sures student proficiency in apply-
ing appropriate techniques, tools, 
and formulas to determine measure-
ments.  Students need to understand 
the measurable attributes of objects, 
units, systems, and the processes of 
measurement.

In •	 Geometry (content strand) stu-
dents are expected to analyze char-
acteristics and properties of 2-D and 
3-D geometric shapes and develop 
mathematical reasoning about geo-
metric relationships. 

Algebraic Concepts and Patterns•	  
(content strand) include exploring 
and modeling numerical relation-
ships using language and standard 

notation.  Another important com-
ponent is student ability to make 
conjectures and generalizations 
about algebraic patterns.  

In •	 Data and Probability (content 
strand) students are expected to col-
lect, organize, and display data, as 
well as evaluate inferences and pre-
dictions based on the data.  Students 
must also understand and apply ba-
sic concepts of probability.  

Problem Solving•	  (process strand) 
incorporates the ability to formulate 
problems mathematically and to de-
vise strategies for solving them using 
concepts and procedures appropri-
ately.

Communication•	  (process strand) 
evaluates a student’s ability to use 
communication as a tool for under-
standing and generating solution 
strategies. Communication includes 
sharing, thinking, asking questions, 
and explaining and justifying ideas. 

Together 4 Education Connects Community to Schools 
Collaboration among schools and com-
munities plays a critical role in the suc-
cess of a child’s education.  In an effort to 
strengthen the partnership between the 
Kennett Consolidated School District 
and the community, Together 4 Educa-
tion brings together the community, 
parents, educators, and students.  The 
mission is to serve as a catalyst for com-
munity involvement in education, seek-
ing to increase public responsibility and 
involvement in education.  

“These four components help build rela-
tionships among the community and the 
District,” commented Executive Director 
Jen Augustine.  “Together we can ensure 
an outstanding education for our stu-
dents through our public school system.  
This bond focuses on human contribu-
tions and promotes volunteerism within 
the District.”

In 2004 Chatham Financial adopted 

Mrs. Andrea Roszits’ first grade classroom 
at Mary D. Lang Elementary School.  
During that time Ms. Robine served as 
Mary D. Lang’s principal and thought 
the partnership was a great way to get 
the community involved in the schools.  
“Volunteers visited the class each week to 
participate in numerous activities with 
students,” explained Ms. Robine.  “They 
helped students select “just right” books 
for at-home reading, listened to students 
read, and engaged students in education-
al games. 

From the success of the partnership be-
tween Mary D. Lang Elementary and 
Chatham Financial, Together 4 Edu-
cation was born.  As a joint effort of 
Chatham Financial and Ms. Robine, the 
organization set out to coordinate other 
partnerships with the District.  

“We wanted to reach out to other com-
munity-based businesses, organizations, 
and individuals,” explained Ms. Rob-

ine, “to encourage others to support our 
school district through quality, program, 
development, and communication.”

Ms. Augustine pairs volunteers with 
teachers based on the needs of the class-
room, and all volunteers are trained be-
fore entering the schools.  “We under-
stand that our volunteers’ time is very 
valuable, which is why we aim to create a 
smooth process from start to finish,” said 
Ms. Augustine.  Volunteer opportunities 
range from events including book fairs to 
working individually with students in the 
classroom.

Together 4 Education is also eager to 
arrange trips for students to local busi-
nesses or organizations that integrate into 
the curriculum.  “Field trips within the 
community can be used as an education-
al resource that reinforces what is being 
taught in the classroom,” explained Ms. 
Augustine.  

In addition, the organization also helps 
find sites for school activities such as the 
high school’s Advanced Placement (AP) 
tests as well as providing a work space 
for teacher in-service days.  “Last year, 
high school students took the AP tests 
at Chatham Financial’s meeting room 
and teachers attended an in-service day 
at their farmhouse,” said Ms. Augustine.  
“This is a great example of how we, as 
a community, are all in it together and 
working together to better serve the edu-
cational needs of our students.”

Looking ahead, Together 4 Education 
anticipates expanding its volunteer base 
and involving every school in the Dis-
trict.  For more information on Together 
4 Education or if you are interested in 
becoming involved, please contact Ex-
ecutive Director Jen Augustine at 610-
925-0490 or email her at jaugustine@
tfed.org.
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District Says Goodbye to 
New Garden Principal Mrs. Barbara DeCarlo
After 35 years of serving the Kennett 
Consolidated School District, New 
Garden Elementary School Princi-
pal Mrs. Barbara DeCarlo has retired.  
“The Kennett Consolidated School 
District has become my second home 
throughout the years,” commented 
Mrs. DeCarlo.  “Memories were made 
everyday, and everyday will be a missed 
memory.”

Even on the last day of school, after 
the last bell rang, Mrs. DeCarlo con-
tinued to make memories.  As she did 
every day, Mrs. DeCarlo went above 
and beyond her duty as principal when 
a student needed a ride home.  Singing 
to music together in her car, Mrs. De-
Carlo decided to make a quick detour 
to McDonald’s to treat the student to 
a milkshake.  “He couldn’t believe his 
principal was going to bring him to 
McDonald’s for a milkshake,” laughed 
Mrs. DeCarlo.  “The student said that 
he should try being good more often!  
He then said that he would never forget 
that day.”

This is just one of the many examples 
that truly captures the essence of Mrs. 
DeCarlo.  She started her educational 
career in the District immediately af-
ter graduating from Pennsylvania State 
University.  She began teaching at Mary 
D. Lang Elementary School and taught 
both second and fourth grades.  “Stu-

dents at the elementary level have a tre-
mendous thirst for learning,” commented 
Mrs. DeCarlo.  “I was lucky to have been 
given the opportunity to teach them for 
all these years.”    

After 15 years at Mary D. Lang Elemen-
tary, Mrs. DeCarlo transferred to New 
Garden Elementary School where she 
was appointed the new principal.  As 
the new principal, Mrs. DeCarlo made 
it a priority to visit classrooms, meet the 
students, and get to know each teacher.  
“Becoming principal was a great oppor-
tunity to reach out to more students,” 
said Mrs. DeCarlo.  “I also loved how 
close the New Garden staff was across all 
the grade levels.”  

To celebrate her retirement the New 
Garden community gathered together to 
recognize and thank Mrs. DeCarlo for 
her generosity, sincerity, and kindness in 
leading the school throughout the years.  
“Mrs. DeCarlo will leave a great impact 
here,” stated fifth grader Deirdre Moate.  
“She taught us great things every day and 
was always devoted to the New Garden 
family.”

Each year the New Garden PTO awards 
one scholarship to a high school graduate 
who attended New Garden Elementary.  
This year the PTO added another an-
nual scholarship in Mrs. DeCarlo’s name 
to honor her work at the school.  Mrs. 

Garden at Greenwood Elementary 
Celebrates Student Growth
Friends and family gathered in Green-
wood Elementary School’s Knowledge 
Garden (formally known as the school’s 
courtyard) to celebrate the hard work 
and dedication exhibited by Mrs. Erika 
Slowik’s fifth grade learning support 
class.  Students designed and planted 
the garden in the school’s courtyard to 
represent student growth throughout 
the years.  

“The event was a time to celebrate the 
achievements of our students and reflect 
on the steps it took to build the garden 
as a community,” commented Mrs. 
Slowik.  “The garden was originally go-
ing to be only a square plot; however, 
it quickly cultivated into a school-wide 
project resulting in the transformation 
of our entire courtyard.”  

The garden was an on-going project 
throughout the year and included sev-
eral different phases.  First, students 
explored the world of planting and 
gardening by learning the basic prin-
ciples.  They researched different types 
of plants that would best suit the garden 
and measured plots to determine where 
flowers and bulbs would be planted.  
Students then wrote letters to commu-
nity members and organizations asking 
them for their expertise and knowledge 
on gardening as well as seeking dona-
tions.

“It was amazing the responses we re-
ceived from all our generous and dedi-
cated community members,” said Mrs. 
Slowik.  “In addition to tools, flowers, 
and bulbs, we were also visited by local 
landscapers Mrs. Anne Causey and Mr. 

Michael Goudy who offered some great 
gardening advice.”  

“Mr. Goudy came to show us how to 
use a tool called an auger that was really 
cool,” explained fifth grader Rudy Perez.  

Although winter quickly approached, 
Mrs. Slowik continued to use the Knowl-
edge Garden as an educational resource 
for assignments and projects which in-
cluded writing poetry.  “The garden 
benefited students across the curriculum 
from start to finish as they practiced 
mathematics, science, reading, and writ-
ing skills” explained Mrs. Slowik.  

Once spring arrived flowers slowly began 
to sprout.  “It was so exciting to see our 
first flowers bloom,” commented Princi-
pal Tracey Marino.  Fifth grade student 
Devon Johnson agreed.  “When the 
flowers bloomed it looked so nice,” com-
mented Devon.  “The first flowers that 
bloomed were crocuses and after that 
most of the flowers came quickly. My fa-
vorite flower is the night tulip because it 
is a nice dark purple color.”

In the garden students also replaced 
broken benches and barrels, revitalizing 
the courtyard for the upcoming spring 
months. Students personalized the gar-
den with ornaments, stepping stones, 
and birdhouses, each representing a spe-
cial moment in the student’s life during 
the school year.  “Each stepping stone 
has symbols of what we learned in Kin-
dergarten through 5th grade,” explained 
fifth grader Daisy Lara.   

“It was important to remind students that 
success does not come from being smart.  

It comes from working hard,” explained 
Mrs. Slowik.  “I strongly believe that our 
garden is the best example of this.”

The final assignment asked students to 
write an informative essay about how the 
Knowledge Garden was created.  Mrs. 
Slowik said that her students wrote beau-
tiful pieces of literature explaining how 
the project touched them and how they 
will remember this experience for the rest 
of their lives.  

“The Knowledge Garden has truly been 
a kid-driven, kid-run project,” explained 
Mrs. Marino.  “The Greenwood com-
munity became extremely invested in 
this project throughout the year, and we 
are all very proud and excited to be able 
to use our beautiful courtyard again.”

Currently, many of the perennials plant-
ed are in full bloom and the sunflowers 
that planted themselves from the over-

hanging birdfeeders are standing tall.  A 
vine is starting to intertwine around the 
arbor that was donated by the Home 
and Garden Culture in Kennett Square.  
“The look of the garden will change 
with the seasons, but the ways we can 
use it for learning are endless,” stated 
Mrs. Slowik.  “The garden will be kept 
up by future classes of mine in which 
we will find new ways to learn in the 
garden as I hope other classes will, too.”  
Mrs. Marino also took advantage of the 
garden and planted three tomato plants 
and watermelon plants which have been 
flourishing this summer!  

Mrs. Slowik and Greenwood Elemen-
tary School would like to thank parents, 
individuals, and organizations who sup-
ported this project. “We are very grate-
ful for everyone’s generosity, hard work, 
and dedication which helped make this 
project go above and beyond our expec-
tations.” 

DeCarlo also received 
a special citation from 
Senator Pileggi who 
recognized Mrs. De-
Carlo for her 35 faithful 
years in the District.  

Over the years Mrs. 
DeCarlo had amassed 
quite a collection of 
hats, and in her honor 
the celebration con-
cluded with a farewell 
tipping of the hats!  
The tradition of tip-
ping one’s hat is a sign 
of respect.  Mrs. De-
Carlo said good-bye to 
her New Garden family 
with some lasting ad-
vice.

“Be kind, be respect-
ful, and be the best you 
can be,” commented 
Mrs. DeCarlo.  “And 
remember, when you 
grow up and go on to 
that big job interview, 
leave your crazy hats at 
home!”  

New Garden Elementary students shower Mrs. DeCarlo 
with hugs at the conclusion of the assembly celebrating 
her retirement.


