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National 
Merit

Students
Named

With Dr. Barber,  
from left to right, are 
Will Otto (Semifinal-
ist), Richard Ozdowy, 
Stefan Singer and 
Anthony Shelton 
(Commended).

Four Kennett High School students have been named in the 54th annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program by officials of the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation. 

William J. Otto is among the approximately 16,000 semifinalists who have 
an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 8200 Merit Scholarships 
worth more than $35 million. The nationwide pool of semifinalists represents 
less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors and includes the highest scoring 
entrants in each state.  The number of semifinalists in Pennsylvania is proportional 
to the commonwealth’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

To become a Finalist, a Semifinalist must have an outstanding academic 
record, be endorsed and recommended by the Principal, and have SAT scores that 
confirm his earlier qualifying test performances.  He must submit a detailed scholar-
ship application with a self-descriptive essay and information about participation 
and leadership in school and community activities.  Merit Scholar designees are 
selected on the basis of their accomplishments, skills, and potential for success 
in rigorous college studies.

Three types of Merit Scholarship awards will be offered in the Spring of 
2008.  Every Finalist will compete for one of 2500 National Merit $2500 Scholar-
ships that will be awarded on a state representational basis.  About 1100 corporate-
sponsored scholarships will be provided by some 300 corporations and business 
organizations for Finalists who meet their specified criteria, such as children of 
the grantor’s employees or residents of communities where sponsor plants or 
offices are located.  In addition, approximately 200 colleges and universities are 
expected to finance some 4600 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards for 
Finalists who will attend the sponsor institution.  Merit Scholarship winners of 
2008 will be announced in four nationwide news releases beginning  in April and 
concluding in July.  

Fellow seniors Richard E. Ozdowy, Anthony J. Shelton and Stefan J. 
Singer were named Commended Students.  Although these students do not con-
tinue in the competition for Merit Scholarships, they placed among the top 5% of 
the 1.4 million students who entered the 2008 Merit Scholarship competition by 
taking the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.  

These four students were among students from nearly 21,000 U.S. high 
schools who entered the 2009 National Merit Program.  

"Recognition of academically talented students and the key role played by 
schools in their development is essential to the pursuit of educational excellence 
in our nation," commented a spokesperson for the National Merit Program.  "We 
hope that this recognition will enhance their educational opportunities and that 
they will continue to diligently pursue their professional goals."

Our 2008-09 academic year is 
progressing nicely.  The fall has been 
full of exciting academic and sports ac-
complishments including our National 
Merit recognitions (see the next story) 
and our state golf champion, Christine 
Shimel (see sports news).

Many of you may be aware that 
Mrs. Tomorrow Jenkins has taken 
maternity/child rearing leave for the 
birth of her son.  Until her return her 
work as Assistant Principal will be done 
by Mrs. Dawn Silicki who comes to 
us after many years as a teacher and 
administrator in Delaware.  Mrs. Silicki 
has responsibility for the 9th and 11th 
grades. 

As we move through the second 
marking period, I would like to remind 
you that our first semester will culmi-
nate with Mid-term Examinations.  
These will begin on Friday, January 16, 
for first period classes.  The remainder 
of the day will be conducted as usual 
with slightly shortened classes.  Mid-
terms for Periods 2-9 will continue 
after the holiday weekend, on Tuesday 
through Friday, January 20-23.  Each 
day will be the exams for two of the 
periods (Tuesday - 2 and 3, Wednesday 
- 4 and 5, Thursday - 6 and 7, Friday 
- 8 and 9).  These days will be half 
days for students so that they may go 
home to study for the following day's 
examinations.

May the semester be successful 
for all!

Dr. Michael A. Barber



KENNETTKUDOS
Forty current or former students have been recognized by the College Board 

for exceptional achievement on the college level Advanced Placement Program 
examinations that they took after finishing AP courses at Kennett High School. 

Timothy Bruhn and R. David Cates, 2008 graduates, are National AP 
Scholars.  This designation, the highest possible award, goes only to those who 
earn at least a 4 (on a 5 point scale) on all AP examinations taken and grades of 
4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.  Both also ranked as Scholars with 
Distinction.

Ten other students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by 
earning an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP examinations taken, and grades 
of 3 or higher on five or more of these.  Members of the Class of 2008 are Sarah 
Aument, Alexander Ettinger, Ruben Gaytan, Kaitlyn Herbert, Briel Kobak, 
Anand Ramanathan, Allison Roszits, Matthew Samples, Madeline Williams 
and Allison Ziegler.  

An additional seven KHS students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor 
Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP examinations taken, 
and grades of 3 or higher on four or more of these.  Graduates and members of 
the Class of 2008 are Aysem Benge, Samuel Frank, Brian McDowell, Julian 
Rose, Katie Stout and Erin Vining. Robert Ozdowy is a member of the Class 
of 2009 who has already reached Scholar with Honor status.  

Nineteen students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing 3 or 
more AP examinations with grades of 3 or higher.  The AP Scholars and members 
of the Class of 2008 are Genevieve Barrett, Dennis Blackburn, Christopher 
Cotignola, Ruth Dewalt, Ryan Dicce, Aubrey Eason, Jacqueline Gorcyca, 
Kyle Havertine, Kayla Jester, Kaitlynn Marshall, Sean McDermott, Robert 
McGovern, Nathan Simasek,  and Catherine Timmins.  Ryan Poorani, Class of 
2009, and Diane Libert, Erin Tatum, Katelyn Wellnitz and Elizabeth Witcher, 
all members of the Class of 2010, have already achieved AP Scholar status.

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program offers students the op-
portunity to take challenging college level courses while still in high school, and 
to receive college credit, advanced placement, or both.  About 18% of the more 
than 1.4 million high school students in more than 16,000 secondary schools 
worldwide who took AP examinations performed at a sufficiently high level to 
merit the recognition of AP Scholar.  

Kennett High School offers 17 AP courses. 

AP Scholars Announced

C A T - B 
H o n o r s

Anthony Ciorrocco, a senior 
in the Masonry program at the Center 
for Arts & Technology, Brandywine 
Campus, has been named Student of the 
Quarter for the first marking period.

"This student has done an out-
standing job here at CAT-Brandywine 
and is demonstrating the attitude and 
scholarship that we value so highly," 
wrote Paul A Karwaski, CAT-B Prin-
cipal.

Kevin Bowens has been named 
as Kennett High School’s selection 
for the Philadelphia Inquirer Student 
Citizenship Award.  Kevin is a senior 
who has contributed to his school and 
community through countless hours of 
volunteer service.  

At Kennett High School Kevin 
has been a member of the Marching 
Band and has served as the drum major 
for several years.  He has led the tech-
nical crews that manage the audio and 
visual effects for musical and dramatic 
productions for the last six years.  Kevin 
has also trained and competed on the 
school wrestling team throughout high 
school.

For his Eagle Scout project Kevin 
was inspired to help hospitalized ser-
vice men and women.  He organized 
and oversaw a school and community-
wide collection of recreational supplies 
for wounded veterans.  This initiative 
required networking, advertising, and 
coordinating both the needed materi-
als and the volunteers who cataloged 
and delivered the equipment to Walter 
Reed Hospital.  

According to Kevin’s guidance 
counselor and chairperson of the Guid-
ance Department, Mrs. Jeanne Hutton, 
“The dedication and organization that 
Kevin demonstrated in this altruistic 
enterprise is evident in everything that 
he does.  He is an exceptional student 
who has studied the most rigorous scho-
lastic program available and achieved 
outstanding marks.  He is recognized 
by his teachers and peers as a role 
model for his good humor, reliability 
and exceptional character.  He leads by 
example, without fanfare or expectation 
of recognition.”

Eagle
Scout 
Is
Kennett High School's 
Citizenship Selection

DAR 
Award
Catherine Doren has been se-

lected as KHS's Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution Good Citizen.  The 
selected student must possess qualities 
of dependability, service, leadership 
and patriotism.

Catherine is an officer for KHS 
Chapter of the National Honor Society 
and is active in the Earth Club.  She is 
a founding member of the Save Darfur 
Club.



Do you know a teacher who 
takes your child to heart? 
Then nominate him or her for a 
Citadel Heart of Learning Award 
at 
www.citadelheartoflearning.com.  
Nominations are open until 
December 31, 2008.
Citadel will honor 15 finalists 
chosen from your nominations at 
a special banquet.  These teach-
ers will be given a $500 cash 
award.  The overall winner  will 
receive $1500 for use at his/her 
school.

KENNETT
KUDOS

Seniors 
Produce Prince

Tomorrow S. Jenkins, Assistant Principal at 
Kennett High School, has been awarded a Fulbright 
Teacher Exchange grant to conduct study in Argen-
tina, the United States Department of State and the 
J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board 
announced recently.  Mrs. Jenkins is one of approxi-
mately 450 U.S. citizens who will travel abroad for 
the 2008-09 academic year through the Fulbright 
Teacher Exchange Program.

KHS Assistant Principal
Awarded Fulbright Grant

The Fulbright Program, America's flagship international educational 
exchange program, is sponsored by the United States Department of State, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.  Since its establishment in 
1946 under legislation introduced by the late Senator J. William Fulbright 
of Arkansas, the Fulbright Program has provided approximately 286,500 
people -- 108160 Americans who have studied, taught, or researched 
abroad and 178,340 students, scholars and teachers from other countries 
who have engaged in similar activities in the United States -- with the 
opportunity to observe each others' political, economic, educational and 
cultural institutions, to exchange ideas and to embark on joint ventures of 
importance to the general welfare of the world's inhabitants.  The program 
operates in over 155 countries worldwide.

Mrs. Jenkins was selected on the basis of professional achievement 
and her demonstrated leadership potential.  

The Class of 2009 presented 
their Senior Class Play, November 14 
and 15, in the Kennett High School 
auditorium.  This year’s production 
was "The Little Prince, " a drama by 
Rick Cummins and John Scoullar 
based on the book by Antoine de Saint 
Exupéry.  

The play was directed by Ms. 
Irene Meredith.

On Friday evening, November 7, 
the Kennett High School Music Depart-
ment held its annual "Sweet Music" 
event.  Beginning with an informal 
dinner of hoagies, chips, a beverage and 
dessert in the high school cafeteria, the 
evening featured a live auction of what 
have traditionally been some of the most 
impressive desserts ever seen.  Some of 
these desserts were prepared by Music 
Department families and many were do-
nated by area bakeries and restaurants.  
The evening concluded with a short 
concert featuring the KHS Show Choir 
and Jazz Band.  

The faculty members of the 
High School Music Department are 
Bob Hoch, Marty Beech and Katie 
Soukup. 

An Evening 
of Sweet Music

Kaitlyn Beauchamp and Kath-
leen Rzucidlo, both members of 
Troop 15 of the Girl Scouts of the 
Chesapeake Bay Council, gathered 
at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church 
in Milltown to receive their Silver 
Awards as they progressed to Senior 
Girl Scouting, October 5.

The Girl Scout Silver Award 
represents a girl's accomplishments in 
Girl Scouting and her community as 
she grows and works to improve her 
life and the lives of others.  

Kennett Scouts Earn 
Silver Award

Exelon Corporation Sponsors 
Bilingual Red Cross Training 

Exelon Corporation, in partner-
ship with the American Red Cross 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter 
funded two days of first aid and CPR 
training for ninth grade and new  “Eng-
lish as a Second Language” (ESL) 
students at Kennett High School this 
fall.  This is the second year for the 
cooperative program.

Bilingual certified trainers from 
the Red Cross taught ESL students how 
to prevent and prepare for disaster via 
its “Be Red Cross Ready” program.  It’s 
the same training offered by certified 
faculty and staff to all Kennett High 
School freshmen each year, except 
all materials for the course, including 
videos and textbooks are narrated and 
written in the Spanish language.  

"This is an outstanding course 
and opportunity for our ESL students. 
The company that financed the training 
also gave the school thousands of dol-
lars in materials and supplies that the 
Health and PE Department uses in the 
9th grade Health curriculum," noted 
Health and Physical Education Depart-
ment Chairperson Lisa Daugherty.



Kennett High School students Ta-jshenae Fields, Nicole Lewis, Jalisa 
Miles, Lizbeth Lara, Karina Quintana, Ashley Richard, Hannah Sheridan, 
and Thania Villicana participated in the Ninth Annual Girls Make a Difference 
Conference was held on October 24, 2008, at Penn State Great Valley.  Guidance 
counselor Colleen Allen and district social worker Kate Rentschler accompanied 
the girls. 

According to the organization’s Website (http://ccwomenandgirls.org) the 
conference was developed by and is sponsored by the Chester County Fund for 
Women and Girls.  It is attended by more than one hundred girls and representa-
tives from public and independent high schools throughout Chester County.  The 
objective of each conference is to inform girls of the issues affecting the county, 
hear their perspectives on the problems they and their peers face, and connect them 
with agencies, professionals, volunteers and officials that provide services to and 
are involved with women and girls.  There is no other conference in the county 
that serves to bolster girls' self-esteem while addressing issues in their community.  
Counselors and teachers who attend the conference with the girls repeatedly say 
that this expertise has a lifelong effect on the students.

Girls Make a Difference
Pictured at the con-
ference are (seated, 
left to right) Jalisa 
Miles, Lizbeth Lara, 
Nicole Lewis, and 
(standing) Thania 
Villicana, Karina 
Quintana, Ta-jsh-
enae Fields, Ashley 
Richard, and Hanna 
Sheridan.

Techies Day is held each October 
to provide ways for high school students 
to learn about technology careers and 
opportunities in Chester County and 
the surrounding region. 

Ten students from Mr. Frank 
Vanderslice’s video production class 
spent the day at Comcast Studios. 
Comcast Spotlight, the advertising 
sales division of Comcast Cable, helps 
put the power of cable to use for local, 
regional and national advertisers. It is 
focused on providing multi-platform 
marketing solutions to reach audiences 
most effectively and efficiently. Head-
quartered in New York and with offices 
in West Chester, Comcast Spotlight has 
a presence in nearly 90 markets with 
approximately 30 million owned and 
represented subscribers. 

The students learned first hand 
how Comcast takes commercials from 
local companies and digitizes them for 
the giant server. Once on the server 
local Comcast stations can download 
the digital files and air specific com-
mercials for a local Comcast market. 
Some students spent time learning 
how to edit real commercials by adding 
voice-overs and graphics. The Kennett 
students found that Comcast uses the 
same editing software that they use 
in Kennett’s TV facility. The students 
also had the chance to sit down with 
many of the Comcast producers to find 
out the many career paths available to 
students. They learned that not only 
having a college degree but also having 
leadership skills were equally important 
for getting a job.

VIdeo production
students visit

comcast

Pictured left to right 
at the Comcast Stu-
dios are (standing) 
Tyler Pratt, Wade 
Bastian, Colleen 
Shiflet, Tom Waldron, 
Ryan Mallon, David 
Lee and (seated) 
Ahsley Richard, 
Nicole Lew, Adriana 
Viveros.

Kennett High School's Chapter of the Future Business Leaders of America hosted the first of the two yearly confer-
ences for Chester County on Thursday, October 30, from 3 to 6 p.m.  The fall conference was an introduction to FBLA 
and consisted of the general meeting and 10 mini-workshops presented by FBLA/KHS alumni representing a variety of 
business fields (CPA, engineer, nutritionist, etc.).  Presenters included Brett Stoutland. Norman Quynn, Ronelle Lupo, 
Lori Malchione, Michael Hecker, Keith Hammond, Christine Finn, Joey Corrado and Steve D'Angelo.  The guest 
speaker was Eileen Miley representing Cystic Fibrosis, FBLA's charity for the year.

KHS students are Region 9 officers:  Janet Cordova (Regional Secretary) and Chelsey Davis (Parliamentarian).  
Officers for Kennett High School's FBLA Chapter are Charley Benson (President), Christine Shimel (Vice President), 
Ryan Poorani (Treasurer), Chelsey Davis (Parliamentarian), Noelle Slocum (Secretary), Elizabeth Benson (Historian).  
Mr. Joe O'Sullivan is the KHS Chapter Advisor and Mrs. Jean O'Neil, also of Kennett, is the Regional Advisor.

KHS HOSTS REGIONAL FBLA CONFERENCE



  

Notes and News
from

the Athletic Department

Booster News

from
Athletic Director

Jeff Thomas

Christine Shimel has signed her national letter of intent 
to attend the University of Maryland on a full athletic scholar-
ship.  A member of Kennett High School’s Golf Team for the 

Golf Champion Shimel
Signs Letter of Intent

WHAT is KABC?!
If your child participates in Ken-

nett High School sports, we hope that 
you will help us to support them by 
becoming a member of the Kennett Ath-
letic Booster Club.  Many high schools 
with strong athletic programs require 
fees to play each sport and mandatory 
Booster Club membership fees as well.  
KABC’s is a voluntary membership that 
directly benefits your athlete.

A $20 membership per family 
helps KABC to sponsor and coordinate 
activities, honor coaches’ requests for 
items not included in the KHS athletic 
budget, organize team parent represen-
tatives for each sport and helps with 
the cost of senior recognitions, gifts, 
scholarships and more.

KABC is a fun and relevant 
way to stay involved in your student-
athlete’s high school experience.  There 
are great opportunities to volunteer and 
ways to make a difference by helping 
to build Kennett’s athletic strength and 
reputation.  Parents may feel they’re no 
longer needed by their high schoolers 
and step back from volunteering at this 
stage. Studies have shown that seeing 
their parents’ involvement during this 
time makes the greatest impact.  Getting  
involved with your children’s sport pro-
vides them another view of you as a role 
model in the community, supporting the 
idea that sports are a valuable aspect of 
their development.

The Booster Club meets at 7 
p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
school month in Room 102 of the high 
school and anyone is welcome at these 
meetings.  To learn more please don’t 
miss our “Boosters” section on the KHS 
Athletics page of the www.kcsd.org 
website.  There is valuable information 
on how to immortalize your KHS family 
with a commemorative brick in the con-
cession stand walkway of our new sta-
dium.  Kennett Spirit Gear order forms 
are available here as well as information 
on how to purchase advertising in the 
stadium or get a copy of the Friends of 
Maureen Jefferson cookbook.

Contact KABC President, Mela-
nie Richmond at (610)274-2063 or 
iammelr2@aol.com with any questions.  
Go Kennett Blue Demons !

KHS Off-Campus Athletic Facilities (Yeatman Tract) Construction Project Update
After many years of planning and working through some unfortunate and 

unanticipated delays, the “KHS Off-Campus Athletic Facilities Project” (the 
land at the intersection of South Walnut & Birch Streets across from the outdoor 
Kennett Area YMCA pool and referred to by many as the “Yeatman Tract”) is 
finally beginning.  Construction began in November.  The project is expected to 
be completed some time during this coming spring (no official completion date 
at this time as much will depend upon how Mother Nature treats our area over 
the winter months).  Once complete, there will be a parking lot, a building for 
storage/athletic needs and restrooms and three multi-purpose synthetic turf fields 
(the same turf that is used in our stadium).  The fields are in walking distance 
from KHS and will be a tremendous addition to not only KCSD, but to the entire 
community to assist with athletic field needs.

Daily Sports Information
Visit the KHS Sports Website frequently for all the latest sports information...

scores, schedules, game postponements/cancellations/changes/etc.; sign up for 
automated email game change notification, physical information, latest/breaking 
news, directions, etc.  Just go to www.kcsd.org and click on KCSD Athletics or 
direct at http://sports.kcsd.org/. 

Athletic Contact
If any athletic questions ever arise, please feel free to contact the Athletic 

Director, Jeff Thomas, at 610-444-6632 or jthomas@kcsd.org. 

last four years, Shimel was the PIAA State Girls’ Golf Champion in 2008.
“Winning the Pennsylvania State Golf Championship this past year has 

been my greatest athletic moment at KHS,” said Shimel.  “I could not imagine 
ending my high school career on a better note.”

Joined at the signing by her parents and coach, Shimel spoke about her op-
portunities at the University of Maryland. “I chose the University of Maryland 
because I felt that Maryland is the perfect fit for me both academically and athleti-
cally.  I always dreamed of playing competitive golf at the collegiate level and 
when I visited College Park, I just fell in love with the entire school.  Maryland 
has everything a student-athlete could imagine.  They have all the resources for 
both athletics and academics.  I am very happy to be having the opportunity to 
attend such a great school to continue both my academic and athletic careers.”

Shimel plans to pursue a career in business or marketing and notes that 
Maryland is one of the top 15 business schools in the country.  

“As for playing professional golf…if the opportunity is realistic after gradu-
ation, I want to give it a shot, but I know it is a very tough road.”

At Kennett High School, Christine Shimel is a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Future Business Leaders of America, and is involved in 
many other activities.  She is the daughter of John and Carol Shimel of Ken-
nett Square.



Please visit the Guidance Website via http://khs.kcsd.org/ for up-to-date 

postings on programs, college visits, scholarships and other resources.

FAFSA Completion Night
It	is	a	workshop	for	college-bound	students	to	receive	help	in	completing	
the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(also	called	the	FAFSA).		
This	is	the	form	required	by	colleges	to	qualify	for	scholarships,	grants	
and loans.  If you require internet access or assistance filling out the 
FAFSA	it	would	be	helpful	for	seniors	and	their	parents	to	attend.		This	
event	will	be	held	in	the	high	school	library	on	January	29th	from	7:00	
p.m. and we hope families will be able to complete and file the FAFSA at 
this time.  Counselors and staff from a local college Financial Aid Office 
will	be	on	hand	to	assist	parents	navigating	through	the	FAFSA	online	
application.			If	you	plan	to	attend,	please	bring	your	completed	2008	tax	
and	income	records.		If	this	is	not	available,	you	may	use	2007	records	
as	an	estimate.

Spring SAT’s
Students	may	register	online	for	any	2008-2009	SAT	at	
www.Collegeboard.com.		The	remaining	SAT	dates	are:		

January		24			 	 	 	 (December	26	registration	deadline)		
March	14		SAT	Reasoning	Test	at	KHS			(February	10	deadline)	
May	2		 	 	 	 	 (March	31	deadline)	
June	6			 	 	 	 (May	5	deadline)				

A limited number of paper registration forms are available in the Guidance Office.  Students must release their 
SAT	scores	to	colleges	directly	from	The	College	Board	either	when	they	register	for	any	SAT	test	or	through	
their	online	SAT	account.
Online SAT Prep Course
The College Board’s Official Online SAT Prep Course is available at no cost to KHS students for the 2008-2009 
school	year.		Eleventh	graders	interested	in	taking	the	SAT	should	plan	on	completing	the	course	prior	to	their	
scheduled	test	date.		Counselors	are	visiting	11th	grade	English	classes	in	November	to	introduce	the	program	
and	to	help	students	set	up	their	own	accounts.		These	students	will	be	provided	with	a	calendar	of	target	lesson	
completion	dates	based	on	the	March	14th	SAT	test	date.		Other	students	interested	in	using	the	program	can	
contact the Guidance Office for information on how to establish an account.

College Application Procedure
Whether your senior is applying to college over the Internet or bringing their applications to the Guidance Office, 
the	following	guidelines	will	expedite	the	mailing	process:	
1.	 Check	that	all	questions	are	answered	and	signatures	are	on	the	application	if	submitting	it	to	the	Guidance	

Office.  Kennett’s CEEB Code is 392005.
2.	 If	the	fee	has	not	been	paid	online,	attach	a	check	covering	the	registration	fee.
3. Attach a Release of Records form (available in the Guidance Office) for each application.  This permits the 

high school to send an official transcript with your student’s application.  If your senior is 18 years old, he/she 
must	sign	the	release	form.		If	your	senior	is	under	18,	a	parent	must	sign	the	form.

4. Please provide an envelope with the college’s address and two stamps.  No return address is needed.  The 
Guidance Office will stamp KHS’s return address on the envelope.

5. Enclose any attachments such as an essay and/or an activity sheet you wish to include with your applica-
tion.

6.	 If	a	recommendation	is	needed,	provide	the	recommender	with	an	addressed,	stamped	envelope.		They	
may	send	their	recommendation	directly	to	the	college.

It	is	required	that	materials	be	submitted	at	least	ten	school	days	prior	to	when	the	materials	need	to	be	post-
marked.  Applications are processed in the Guidance Office in the order in which they are received.  Please note 
that	the	school	district	will	be	closed	November	27th	through	December	1st	for	Thanksgiving	and	December	24th	
through	January	4th	for	the	winter	holiday.		Applications	with	early	January	deadlines	must	be	in	the	Guidance	
Office by December 2nd	to	allow	time	for	processing.

from

the

Guidance

Department

(continued on next page)

http://khs.kcsd.org/Guidance/index.php



Financial Aid
All families are encouraged to file for financial aid for 
their	student’s	freshman	year	in	college.		The	Free	Ap-
plication	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA)	is	available	
online	at	www.fafsa.ed.gov.		Each	senior	who	took	the	
SAT	or	ACT	in	the	spring	of	2008	is	mailed	a	FAFSA	
Worksheet	 from	 the	U.	S.	Department	of	Education	
in	December.		This	worksheet,	which	is	also	available	
in the Guidance Office, is a helpful tool in preparing 
to	complete	the	online	application.	It	is	important	that	
you do not delay completing any financial aid form.  Loans or campus jobs 
may depend upon the filing of the FAFSA, even if a family is not eligible 
for grants or scholarships.  You may use estimated tax figures, which you 
will be required to confirm at a later date, to complete the FAFSA rather 
than	waiting	for	all	of	your	current	tax	information.		Seniors	applying	for	
financial aid for the next school year should complete the FAFSA and mail 
it	as	soon	as	possible	after	December	31st.
CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE
The PROFILE should only be completed for the colleges and private 
scholarship programs that require it.  PROFILE gathers supplemental 
information on the applicant’s financial situation.  It also allows families to 
begin the financial aid process earlier than the federal government timeline 
and	assists	institutions	in	awarding	their	own	funds.	University’s	deadline	
for PROFILE submission may be prior to January 1, 2009.  The PROFILE 
is	available	on	collegeboard.com.		Students	should	always	take	note	of	
the requirements and deadlines that must be met for receiving financial 
aid at each school they are considering.  To find out if an institutional ap-
plication or PROFILE is required, refer to the school’s website or contact 
their Admissions or Financial Aid Office.

College Internet Resources	
There is a huge amount of information available about colleges and finan-
cial	aid	on	the	Internet.		The	Guidance	Department	has	put	together	a	list	
of useful web sites for your perusal.  You will find it in the flyer section of 
this newsletter.  Please be aware that some of the free sites provide their 
services	in	exchange	for	marketing	information	about	you.		You	may	see	
an	increase	in	mail	or	email	to	your	home	as	a	result.		Most	colleges	now	
have	 their	 own	web	sites	 that	provide	valuable	 information	about	 their	
schools.		Many	also	have	online	application	options.		We	encourage	you	
to	use	these	resources	wisely.

Local Scholarships
This	is	advanced	notice	of	the	availability	of	local	scholarships	and	awards.		
Materials will be mailed in April to every senior who has filed an applica-
tion	with	any	post-high	school	institution.		All	awards	will	be	announced	at	
graduation.		The	one-page	application	is	easy	to	complete.		A	copy	of	the	
student’s financial aid letter from the school he or she expects to attend 
should	be	attached.			Additional	scholarship	opportunities	are	also	regularly	
posted	on	the	guidance	website.

Governor’s Schools 
A	full	announcement	of	the	wonderful	series	of	2009	summer	programs	
available to current sophomores and juniors will be found in the flyer section	
of	this	newsletter.		Students	may	apply	to	a	maximum	of	two	programs.
Summer Programs
Are	you	looking	for	a	summer	program	of	any	type?		Information	about	a	
variety of programs is available in the Guidance Office. 

KHS
Calendar

(continued from previous page)

from
the

Guidance
Department

1  School Board Meeting  (7 pm - D.O.)
3  Honors Night (7 pm - Caf.)
4  Friends of Music (7:30 pm - M284)
6  Mistletoe Magic Dance 
  (7 pm - Gym)
10 Athletic Boosters (7 pm - Rm. 102)
11  Financial Aide Night (7 pm - Aud.)
12 Interim Progress Reports Mailed
16 Holiday Concert (7:30 pm - Aud.)
17 Graduation Project Meetings 
  After Prom Meeting (7 pm - Library)
22 National Honor Society Blood Drive 
23 Alumni Day & Concert
24-31 Winter Break
   District Closed (24-25)

1-4 Winter Break – District Closed
5  School Resumes
  Alumni Meeting  (7 pm - Library)
8  Friends of Music (7:30 pm - M284)
12 School Board Meeting (7 pm - D.O.) 
14 Athletic Boosters  (7 pm - Rm. 102)
16 Mid-Term Examinations (Period 1)
17 Kennett Invitational Wrestling Tourn.
19 Martin Luther King, Jr. HOLIDAY
20-23 Mid-Term Exams Continue
21 AfterProm Meeting (7:30 pm - Library)
23 2nd Marking Period Ends
29 Report Cards Distributed in Advisory
  FAFSA Workshop (7 pm - Library)

4  Honors Night (7 pm- Caf.)
5  Friends of Music (7 pm - M284)
9  School Board Meeting (7 pm - MDL) 
11  Winter Concert (7:30 pm - Aud.)
  Athletic Boosters (7 pm - Rm.102)
16 Presidents’ Day HOLIDAY
18 AfterProm Meeting (7:30 pm - Library)  
19 8th Grade Parent Night (7 pm - Aud.) 
25 Graduation Project Meetings
27  Interim Progress Reports Mailed



 INTERNET RESOURCES
GENERAL INFORMATION Kennett High School Guidance Website -  http://khs.kcsd.org/
College Board Online - This site provides information about the SAT tests and allows you to register for the test online 
with a credit card.  It also provides information about colleges and financial aid. It has excellent career search and college 
search engines.  www.collegeboard.com

MyRoad is a personalized exploration tool for exploring colleges, majors, and careers.  Students can take a personality as-
sessment and track their interests and goals.  To set up a personal account go to myroad.com, click on ‘Sign Up,’ and enter 
our school code 392005 under school programs.

Official SAT Online Course is a comprehensive SAT prep program available at no cost to KHS students.  The program 
consists of 18 interactive lessons, quizzes, and full length tests.  To sign up, students should contact their counselor for a 
unique access code. www.collegeboard.com/satonlinecourseschool  

Education Planner - Provides a one-stop career and college planning site.  The site provides resources to help you to re-
search careers, choose a college, apply online, and find ways to finance your education.    www.educationplanner.org

U.S. News Online - This site has an excellent college search engine but it charges a fee.  It provides a ranking of colleges 
and programs.  It helps you to compare colleges and apply online.  http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/cohome.
htm

College NET - This site provides a search engine to help students to find the ideal college.  There is also a function to help 
find scholarships and other sources of financial aid.  www.collegenet.com

College View - This site has profiles of over 3,500 colleges and universities with virtual tours of over 200 schools.  It also 
offers career-planning tools.    www.collegeview.com

Kaplan Online - This site provides information on standardized test preparation courses with links to over 300 colleges 
and universities and related services.   www.kaplan.com

State System of Higher Education - Links to the websites for the state owned universities in Pennsylvania.  This site 
allows students to apply online to multiple universities in the state system at one time.     www.passhe.edu/content/?/audi-
ences/students

Princeton Review Online - Provides advice about applying for college and jobs, visiting a college, and surviving once you 
get there.  There is also a career page with tips on interviewing, developing a resume, and searching for a job.  There is 
also a nice college search engine on this site that organizes schools as reach, solid choice, or safety.  www.princetonreview.
com

Online COMMON APPLICATION -  Online application form for all colleges and universities that accept the COMMON 
APPLICATION.   www.commonapp.org 

FINANCIAL AID WEBSITES
Free Application for Federal Student Aid - Online version of the FAFSA form.  Online submission of the FAFSA guaran-
tees quicker processing.  After completing the form online you can get a preliminary estimate of your family’s contribution 
to college expenses.  Student and parent must establish a PIN prior to submitting the form.  PINs can be established prior 
to completing the form.    http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

Financial Aid Information - A comprehensive and independent guide to student financial aid sources and services.  Of 
particular interest are the calculator functions that can help you to estimate your expected family contributions to education 
costs.   www.finaid.org

FastWeb - Provides a search engine that searches a database of over 600,000 scholarships.  The program will match infor-
mation you provide in a profile of yourself with the selection criteria of different scholarships to provide you with a list of 
scholarships that you may be interested in.   www.fastweb.com

Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)- Provides tools for planning for college as well as informa-
tion about PA state grants, special programs, and educational loans. www.pheaa.com 

National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) - Provides basic and in-depth financial aid 
advice for parents and students from the leading association of college financial aid officers.      http://nasfaa.org/
U.S. Department of Education Office of Postsecondary Education - A guide to federal grants, loans, and work-study pro-
grams.    http://studentaid.ed.gov/

COLLEGE ATHLETICS
National Collegiate Athletic Association - Provides information about student responsibilities for registering with the 
NCAA clearinghouse.  Registration is required to be eligible to obtain eligibility for division I, division IAA, or division 
II college athletics.  There is a link to the Domestic Student Release form that must be completed for registration.     www.
ncaaclearinghouse.net



 
The Pennsylvania Governor’s Schools of  Excellence
The Pennsylvania Governor’s Schools of  Excellence (PGSE) are five-week-long summer residential programs on col-
lege campuses committed to meeting the educational needs of  artistically or academically talented high school students, 
including the gifted.  The programs offer selected students from across the state the opportunity to explore and inform 
their creativity and intelligence.  

An emphasis is placed on leadership training, and students are encouraged to undertake service projects in local communities.  
Students are provided with career and college guidance and information about scholarship opportunities.  Room, board, 
tuition, cost of  instructional materials, and program activities are provided to all students selected to attend. Families are 
responsible for covering health care costs, transportation to the program, spending money, a residential life deposit.

While the selection processes are highly competitive, any student who wants to apply may do so providing the following 
eligibility requisites are met: 

• The student has a custodial parent/legal guardian residing full-time in Pennsylvania. 

• The student is in the appropriate grade level for application to a given program. 

• The student applies to no more than two Governor's Schools a year. 

• The student must not have previously attended one of  the eight Pennsylvania Governor's School of  Excel-
lence. 

• The student must intend to be in residence for the full 35-day program if  accepting an invitation to attend a 
program. 

Applications are available at www.pgse.org and in the guidance office.  For more information or help with the 
application process, please see your Guidance Counselor.

Note:  All applications are submitted to the Guidance Office EXCEPT ARTS.  Applications for the Arts are taken directly to the 
Chester County Intermediate unit by the student/family.  It is strongly recommended that applications be printed on white paper. 
 
School for the Arts:      C u r r e n t  1 0 t h  &  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s 
 Mercyhurst College (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; January 5, 2009
 
School for the Agricultural Sciences:    C u r r e n t  1 0 t h  &  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s .   
 Penn State University (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; February 5, 2009
 
School for Global Entrepreneurship:    C u r r e n t  1 0 t h  &  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s . 
 Lehigh University (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; February 5, 2009
 
School for Health Care:      C u r r e n t  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s . 
 University of  Pittsburgh (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; February 5, 2009
 
School for Information, Society and Technology:   C u r r e n t  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s . 
 Drexel University (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; February 5, 2009
 
School for International Studies:     C u r r e n t  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s . 
 University of  Pittsburgh (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; January 8, 2009
 
School for the Sciences:      C u r r e n t  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s . 
 Carnegie Mellon University (June 28- August 1, 2009); Postmark; January 8, 2009

School for Teaching:      C u r r e n t  1 0 t h  &  1 1 t h  g r a d e r s . 
 Millersville University (June 28- August 1, 2009);  Postmark; January 7, 2009



Kennett Consolidated School District
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Excuse for Absence

Every blank must be completed for this to be a valid excuse.  Please print and complete form in ink.

Student Name: ___________________________________________   Grade: __________

Date of Absence(s): ________________________________________________________

Reason for Absence(s): ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________  _______________________________
Today’s Date     Parent/Guardian Signature

Absence due to illness may require a report from a physician or examination by the school nurse.  This excuse must 
be kept on file for inspection of State Auditors.  Excuses must be returned within 3 days of student absence or 
absence will be marked unexcused and/or illegal.
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Distrito Escolar Kennett Consolidated
Kennett Square PA 19348

Justificacíon de Ausencia

Se debe completar todos los espacios en blanco para que la justificacíon sea considerada válida.  Por favor, use letra de 
imprenta y escriba con un bolِígrafo.

Nombre del Alumno: ______________________________________ Grado: ___________

Fecha(s) de la(s) ausencia(s): ___________________________________________________

Motivo de la(s) ausencia(s): ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________   _____________________________________
Fecha      Firma del padre ó madre/tutor

Las ausencias debidas a enfermedad pueden requerir la presentación due un certificado medico o la realización de un examen 
por la enfermera escolar. Esta justificacíon deberá archivarse para el caso de que los Auditores Estatales realicen una 
inspección.  Las  justificacíones deben entregarse en el plazo de 3 días de finalizar la ausencia del alumno, o la 
ausencia se considerará no justificada y/ó ilegal.
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