
Principal's 
Column

KHS HIGHLIGHTER
Vol. 17  No. 4          Spring  2010

National Honor Society
Inducts New Members

The Kennett High School Chapter of the National Honor Society welcomed 
all 2009-2010 inductees at a ceremony and reception, March 25.  Membership 
in the Society occurs with induction.

Newly inducted Junior members are:  Estefania Alba Rodriguez, Tess Am-
ram, Elizabeth Benson, Leah Brenner, Casey Brown, Jonathan Buchanan, 
Sandra Cintura Zamudio, Kelly Clark, Gregory Danchik, Laura Davidson, 
Taylor DeVoe, Samuel Ettinger, Abigail Frank, Paul Gaver, Rachel Gerrald, 
Christina Giancola, Melissa Griffin, Wenting Han, Katherine Hanick, Sagar 
Karandikar, Kelsey Joy Lafferty, Justin Lardani, Ryan Mallon, Julie Miller, 
Madeline Miller, Kaitlyn Morson, Jessica Pena, Rohit Ramanathan, Therese 
Riofski, Katherine Rozsits, Melissa Ruf, Bradley Rybinski, Cesar Sanchez 
Lopez, Colleen Shiflet, Elyssa Skeirik, Emily Solomon, Sarah VanVoorhis, 
Molly Visk, Rebecca Welcher, Glen Williams, and Megan Ziegler.  Senior 
Blake Davenport, who was  selected in November, was formally inducted.  

Members previously inducted include:  Emily Bachman, Ayla Benge, 
Megan Budischak, Charles Benson, Jennifer Byrnes, Hayley Conner, 
Emily Cook, Alexandra Cristy, Jamie Cummings, Chelsey Davis, Anna 
DeBerardinis, Martin DeBerardinis, Emily Della Fera, Patricia Finn, Dylan 
Furlano, Michael Griffin, Iain Grigsby, Steven Hyland, Kayla Iacuzio, Alec 
Lessner, Diane Libert, Kirsten Mackey, Patrick Mallon, Laura May, Brian 
McCabe, Mollie McDowell, Meredith Miller, Christopher Myers, Silvia 
Oriani, Jamie Pawloski, Bridget Phillips, Justin Phillips, Kathleen Prilutski, 
Cana Richmond, Nicole Rita, Bianca Santos, Catherine Schmittle, Keigo 
Shimomura, Emily Simasek, Meghan Stanley, Julia Staschen, Christopher 
Stout, Erin Tatum, Catherine Walsh, Linzi Webster, Katelyn Wellnitz, and 
Elizabeth Witcher.

 Dr. Alicia Tamargo, advisor, organized the event where she also an-
nounced the officers for the coming year:  Ryan Mallon (President),   (Vice 
President), Taylor DeVoe (Secretary),  Elyssa Skeirik (Treasurer), and Casey 
Brown (Historian).  

Members of the Blue and White Chapter must demonstrate and maintain 
high standards of the four hallmarks of the National Honor Society:  scholar-
ship, leadership, character and service.  Throughout the year, members of 
the National Honor Society participate in service activities including tutoring, 
special events and fund raising.

Hello Kennett Community!
I hope you all enjoyed Spring Break.   

It is now time to sprint down the home 
stretch toward the finish line.  

Despite the interruptions of this his-
torically snowy winter, there is much to 
celebrate.  Special recognition goes to the 
entire cast of Footloose.  The show was 
magnificent!  Certainly, no show goes off 
without wonderful leadership.  Ms. Katie 
Soukup, Mr. Tom Burke, and the directing 
group did an outstanding job!  

On another positive note, the entire 
school community has responded to the 
crisis in Haiti by participating in a variety 
of fund raising events.  Over the last few 
weeks and through April our students are 
competing for Blue and White points by 
answering questions that define Demon 
Pride!  

In sports, Kennett can boast of a State 
Champion.  Blake Davenport bettered 
last year's 6th place finish with a shot put 
record and personal best. Congratulations 
to him and all the athletes who competed 
this winter.  

The month of April brought PSSA 
challenges to our Juniors.  The Class 
of 2011 demonstrated their strengths in 
Reading, Mathematics, Writing and Sci-
ence. 

Lastly, a reminder about FINAL 
EXAMINATIONS:  Seniors will begin 
their examinations on June 3 and continue 
through June 9.  Underclassmen will 
take their examinations June 11 through 
June 17.  Seniors' last class day is June 9 
with graduation rehearsal on June 10 and 
graduation ceremonies on June 11.  The 
last day for underclassmen is June 17.  
Please note that this is a change due to the 
snow days this winter.  

We know that all students will contin-
ue to put forth their best efforts throughout 
the remainder of the 4th Marking Period.  
We look forward to an outstanding finish 
to an outstanding year!   

  Best regards,
  Michael Barber

KHS State Champion crowned
Blake Davenport was crowned Indoor STATE CHAMPION in the Shot 

Put.   In addition, Blake has been named to the Pennsylvania All-State Indoor 
Track 1st Team Shot Put.

Blake, a senior member of the National Honor Society, is coached by Kerry 
Davenport (his father and a KHS coach), Bob Anthony (a KHS Coach), and 
private coach Brian Freeze.  Blake also played football this season.



Reading Aloud
to Others

Students from Ms. Kelly Virgin's  
Public Speaking class took a trip to 
Mary D. Lang Elementary School to 
read books to students in several class-
rooms in order to gain real life public 
speaking experience.  

The high school students chose 
the books and signed up for the MDL 
class.   Students then did a follow up 
self evaluation for the trip. 

Participating were:  Daise Bedolla, 
Megan Gaffney, Natalie Kogut, Jacki 
Brown, Kenyatta Rochester, Kate 
Rzucidlo, Falang Maokhamphiou, 
Kim Marino, Tommy Turner, Brandi 
Jones, Tori Himelstein, Nikki Mori-
ello, Wes Schwarz, Morgan Davis, 
Gina Middleton, Trevor Maling, 
Oliver Fredricks, Kaitlyn Morson, 
Emily Solomon, Pat Nash, Justin 
Drummond, Miguel Orozco, Cesar 
Sanchez, Jonathan Leon, and Aide 
Bernal.

Student Chosen 
for Science Internship

 Brad Rybinski, a rising senior, has been selected to participate in this year’s installment of The Jackson Laboratory’s 
Summer Student Program. The prestigious program draws high school and undergraduate students to the coast of Maine 
for an intensive, hands-on learning experience. For nine weeks, Brad Rybinski will be studying cancer stem cells under the 
guidance of a staff scientist.

In Dr. Kyuson Yun’s laboratory, Brad will be researching cell of origin and cancer stem cells as they relate to brain 
cancer.  During the last number of years, Brad has been working with Dr. Mark S. Parcells, Associate Professor of Avian 
Molecular Virology at The University of Delaware.  Brad has assisted him with research in the function of genes encoded 
by Marek’s Disease Virus, a T-lymphoma-inducing herpes virus in chickens.  His research experience serves as good 
preparation for this summer’s work.  

Brad also maintains his own personal science Web site at http: the iconoclast.info.
Participants of The Jackson Laboratory’s Summer Student Program reside at Highseas, a nearby century-old mansion, 

and revel in the many opportunities that Mount Desert Island offers. Weekend camping trips, spontaneous hikes throughout 
Acadia National Park and a white water rafting adventure complement their time spent uncovering new data in the lab.

Since its inception in 1924, the Summer Student Program has led many students into the world of professional research. 
Eighty-percent of the program’s more than 2200 alumni have gone on to successful careers in medicine or biomedical 
research. Two particular program graduates, Drs. David Baltimore and Howard Temin, received the 1975 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine. Summer interns are an integral part of the Jackson Laboratory’s operation, providing fresh per-
spectives and keen enthusiasm.  

The Jackson Laboratory (www.jax.org) is a nonprofit biomedical research institution and National Cancer Institute-
designated Cancer Center based in Bar Harbor, Maine. Its mission is to discover the genetic basis for preventing, treating 
and curing human diseases, and to enable research and education for the global biomedical community.

Brad is the son of Margaret and Craig Rybinski of Avondale.

Student Plans for 
Celestial Summer

Rohit Ramanathan, a rising senior, has planned to study astron-
omy and physics at the The Summer Science Program (SSP) in 
California, June 27 to August 7.
The residential enrichment program offers  gifted high school 
students a chance to complete a challenging, hands-on research 
project in celestial mechanics.
By day, students learn college-level astronomy, physics, calculus, 
and programming. By night, working in teams of three, they take 
a series of telescopic observations of a near-earth asteroid, and 
write software to convert those observations into a prediction of 
the asteroid's orbit around the sun. Stimulating guest speakers and 
field trips round out the curriculum.
This prestigious program has drawn young scientists from around 
the world for 50 years, accelerating their intellectual and personal 
development, and inspiring them to seek equally challenging 
educational and career paths. Many SSP alumni have gone on to 
distinguish themselves at selective universities.
Rohit is the son of Lakshmi and Kumar Ramanathan of Landen-
berg.



 On Saturday, April 17 from 9 am to 
4 pm, nearly 200 students from Chester 
and surrounding counties joined togeth-
er at Kennett High School’s 9th annual 

Understanding our cultural differences,
to discover our cultural similarities...

Multicultural and Diversity Awareness Conference. Coordinated by Assistant 
Principal Ray Fernandez, the conference featured an inspiring keynote address 
by Mr. Lou DeVlieger, Superintendent of Upper Darby School District, thought-
provoking workshops, an ethnic themed lunch and cultural entertainment.  

At right, students participate 
in one of the many workshops.  
Below, four KHS participants 
work through registration.

KHS Students Explore Latino Identity
(Article contributed by Kristin Guiliano and Colleen Contrisciane)

Research has shown that when the ethnic identity of Latino youth is strong, 
individual academic performance is improved and the effects of stressors mini-
mized.  During the 2009-2010 school year, some Latino students at Kennett High 
School had the opportunity to participate in one of two identity exploration groups 
designed to strengthen ethnic identity.  These groups, designed by Villanova 
University professor Dr. Krista Malott, combined fun and meaningful activities, 
discussions about ethnic heritage, personal reflection, and honest sharing into one 
research-proven and identity strengthening package.

Kristin Guiliano and Colleen Contrisciane, students in the Master’s in 
Secondary School Counseling program at Villanova University, were trained as 
facilitators for these groups.  Ms. Guiliano, a graduate counseling intern who 
worked with KHS counselor Diana Wildermuth in the fall, led a group of seven 
girls in various grades in learning more about their heritage and themselves.  A 
spring group, led by Ms. Contrisciane, is currently underway.

In eight sessions, group members explore hopes and dreams, discover personal 
strengths and values, and realize assets in their lives such as familial and ethnic 
heritage and positive role models.  Integrated team-building promotes the develop-
ment of new and stronger friendships.  Group discussions touch upon the realities 
of peer pressure, and positive solutions are adopted for challenging barriers that 
Latino students may face such as negative ethnic labels and discrimination.  

Similar ethnic identity groups have been conducted in other local schools with 
positive results reported each time by participants.  Several commented that the 
group helped them gain new appreciation for their Latino identity and increased 
their sense of worth and confidence.  Many report they feel more prepared to 
handle discrimination and other difficult situations in a positive way.  

Ms. Guiliano and Ms. Contrisciane have enjoyed delving into ethnic identity 
issues with the students and helping them explore coping mechanisms they can 
use to face related challenges.  It has also been rewarding to get to know the 
participants and watch bonds develop between them as a result of the group.  As 
research on the effects of this group experience continues, the leaders trust the 
positive effects in the strengthened hearts and lives of those the group has served 
will continue as well. 

Governor 
Rendell 

visits KHS
Governor Ed Rendell made a 

stop at Kennett High School on Friday, 
April 23. He arrived at mid-morning 
and conducted a press conference to 
gain support for his 2010-11 budget 
proposal. 

The Governor's remarks were ad-
dressed to the members of the KCSD 
Board of Directors, school administra-
tors including Dr. Barry Tomasetti and 
High School Principal Dr. Michael 
Barber as well as members of Student 
Council and district teachers and sup-
port staff who did not have classroom 
or other work related responsibilities 
at the time.

Governor Rendell appealed to the 
audience from the steps of the historic 
high school building to advocate with 
their state senators for support for 
his budget plan which calls for vari-
ous revenue producing initiatives and 
reforms.

Following his remarks, senior 
representatives Elizabeth Witcher and 
Lauren Mingioni presented the Gov-
ernor with Kennett Square mushrooms 
and a Kennett High School t-shirt.  Sev-
eral students were able to speak directly 
to the Governor and a few engaged him 
in a photo op which was followed by his 
personal invitation to view his touring 
bus, Pennsylvania One.

Better Than Oprah
Better Than Oprah, a book club 

whose participants include both stu-
dents and teachers, averages about 10 
students per meeting.   Mrs. Lisa Teix-
eira, Library/Media Center Department 
Chairperson, leads the group. 

In addition to the most recent book, 
City of Bones, selections this year have 
included Luxe and Sherman Alexie's 
Absolute True Diary of a Part-time 
Indian.  

Some book club participants also 
took a trip to see "New Moon" since 
the club had read all of the books in the 
"Twilight" series. 



Ken
nett

Kudos

Kennett High School senior Eliza-
beth Witcher was honored as the 
school’s Daughters of the American 
Revolution Good Citizen Award winner 
at a special reception at the Penn Town-
ship Building on March 8.  Elizabeth 
was honored by the Chester County 
Chapter of DAR for her leadership in 
school activities and for her service to 
our community.  

Elizabeth drew high praise for her 
work at the Kennett Middle School’s 
After the Bell Program.  Elizabeth 
developed a mentoring program for 
middle school girls aimed at improving 
self esteem and confidence.  She worked 
with the After the Bell staff as well as 
the local chapter of 4H to start this much 
needed program.  The program is now 
in the process of running its second 
session.  The program includes group 
discussions and activities, each centered 
on a special theme.  

 Elizabeth is a member of Student 
Council, the National Honor Society, 
and numerous other school service 
clubs.  She plans to attend Michigan 
State University in the fall. Elizabeth 
is the daughter of Jeffrey and Rox-
anne Witcher of Kennett Square.  
Elizabeth’s mother Roxanne was also 
a DAR Good Citizen Award winner in 
high school.  

Senior Merits 
DAR Award

Students Score 
in Mathematics

School winners in the American 
Mathematics Contest were Michael 
Griffin (12) and Zachary Bolten 
(10).

The examination for the AMC was 
given in February at two levels, the 
AMC 12 for 11th and 12th graders and 
the AMC 10 for 9th and 10th graders.

KHS AcAdemic teAm member 
nAmed to All-StArS

Kennett Varsity Academic Team members Rohit Ramanthan, Diane Libert, 
Bridget Phillips, Glen Williams, Elizabeth Witcher, Eric Allenstein-Lyon, and 
Zach Dilcher attended the Chester County Academic Competition Banquet with 
Coach Bob Socash. This season the team had one first place, two second places, 
and one third place finish.  

At the banquet senior Diane Libert was named to the All Chester County 
Academic Team for the second consecutive year.

Library/Media Center Awarded
We the People Bookshelf Collection

The Kennett High School Library/Media Center is one of 4000 libraries across 
the country selected by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and 
the American Library Association (ALA) to receive free hardcover editions of 17 
classic  books as part of the We the People Bookshelf grant program. 

The grant application was submitted by Ms. Lisa Teixeira, Chairperson.  
She joined with personnel at Bayard Taylor Library in Kennett Square to secure 
collections for both libraries. 

The theme of this year’s Bookshelf is “A More Perfect Union.” The We 
the People Bookshelf on “A More Perfect Union” contains the following books 
“American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies at the Founding of the Republic” 
by Joseph Ellis; “Carver: A Life in Poems” by Marilyn Nelson; “Killer Angels” by 
Michael Shaara; “Lincoln in His Own Words” by Milton Melzer; “Twelve Angry 
Men” by Reginald Rose; “The Souls of Black Folk” by W. E. B. DuBois: “The 
Civil War: A Film by Ken Burns”; “The Civil War: An Illustrated History” by 
Geoffrey Ward, Ric Burns, Ken Burns; “Declaring Independence: The Origin and 
Influence of America’s Founding Document” edited by Christian Y. Dupont. 

The award is part of the NEH’s We the People initiative, which supports proj-
ects that strengthen the teaching, study, and understanding of American history and 
culture. Selected public and school libraries in all 50 states each will receive a set 
of the 17 books , bonus materials including a DVD edition of “The Civil War,” the 
award-winning documentary by Ken Burns, posters, bookmarks, bookplates from 
the NEH and the ALA, and access to online planning and promotional materials.  
Since 2003, NEH and ALA have distributed 17000 We the People Bookshelf grants 
to school and public libraries across the country.

Kennett High School and Bayard Taylor Libraries will present coopera-
tive programming on the theme of “A More Perfect Union” for their students 
or library patrons later this year.  The focus of the programming will be helping 
Latino members of the community appreciate these works and their contribution 
to American culture, government and society.

The following athletes who participated in winter sports were recently named 
as part of the DAILY LOCAL NEWS All Area teams:

Chris Myers (Second Team, Wrestling)
Shawn Stewart (Honorable Mention, Wrestling) 
Jamie Cummings (Honorable Mention, Girls Basketball)
Sam Tavoni (Honorable Mention, Boys Basketball)
Adam Birmingham (Honorable Mention, Ice Hockey)
Charles Jones (Honorable Mention, Ice Hockey)
Kelsey Lafferty (Honorable Mention, Girls Swimming)
Keith Libert (Honorable Mention, Boys Swimming)
Liam O'Neill (Honorable Mention, Boys Swimming)

Winter Athletes Recognized



More

Kennett K
udos

The coordinators for HOPE FOR 
HAITI report that they have collected 
$2600 by collecting money at the Senior 
Play, Student Faculty Basketball Game, 
and during advisory time (with help 
from National Honor Society), as well 
as working the snack bar at the Student 
Faculty Basketball game and hosting a 
Dining for Donations at Applebees. 

Hope for Haiti held its last event 
"Rock for Haiti" in the Reynolds Gym-
nasium on Friday, April 9.  Including the 
proceeds from this event, over $3000 
has been raised.  All donations will be 
going to Partners in Health.

The efforts have been directed by 
Elizabeth Witcher and Ryan Mallon 
with supervision by Ms. Lisa Teixeira 
and Dr. Alicia Tamargo.

The Kennett Education Foundation's 
Honor A Teacher Program

Each day America's future walks through the doors of our schools.  It takes 
a dedicated staff of teachers, counselors, coaches, nurses, administrators, office 
staff, bus drivers and custodians to create an environment suitable for growing 
and learning.  Let the educators and staff of Kennett Consolidated School District 
know how much you appreciate their efforts.

The KEF's Honor A Teacher program lets you honor anyone within the Kennett 
Consolidated School District.  Simply fill out the Honor A Teacher form (http://
www.kennetteducationfoundation.com/teacherappreciation/honorateacher.
html)  giving KEF the name of the person you wish to honor, their school or office 
location and why you wish to honor this person.  We request a minimum donation 
of $5.00 per honoree.   All funds raised through this program will directly fund 
KEF's Innovative Grants program.  

Also, if you were unable to attend the KEF Dinner, you can still make a 
contribution to the Carol Karkosak Scholarship Fund, in honor of retired Super-
intendent Rudy Karkosak.  An acknowledgment of all donations to this fund will 
be made to the Karkosak family.

Hope
for Haiti
Update

KHS Graduate
Earns Award

Anthony Shelton, Class of 2009, 
has had a very good year at Penn State.  
He has a 4.00 cumulative GPA at pres-
ent.  On Sunday, April 11, he received 
The President's Freshman Award  and 
attended a reception for 30 students 
who were accepted into Penn State's 
Presidential Leadership Academy.

KEF Announces
2010 Board of Directors

The Kennett Education Foundation 
has named its 2010 Board of Directors;  
Elizabeth Sinson (President), Sueann 
Hall (1st Vice President), Sue Man-
gan (2nd Vice President), Carol De-
Berardinis (Secretary), Carol Leach 
(Treasurer), Karl Bennett (Finance), 
Geoffrey Bosley (Membership).

The Board oversees the operations 
of the non-profit educational support 
foundation.  To date the Foundation 
has awarded 86 innovative grants 
totalling $66,000 and a number of 
scholarships.

Information about membership, 
grant opportunities and activities can 
be found at www.KennettEducation-
Foundation. com.

Art Students 
Exhibit Work

In a cooperative effort with Star-
bucks in Kennett Square, the following 
students had work exhibited at the store:  
Derrick Flax, Dina Mancino, Karina 
Quintana, and Katelyn Wellnitz 
(students from Mrs. Kathleen Nelms' 
class); Kevin Macia, Emily Shiflet, 
and Megan Ziegler (students from Mr. 
Tom Hironimus' class).

The cooperative effort was co-
ordinated by Dr. Connie Logan who 
together with MaryAnn Uhl, KMS art 
teacher, displayed the work..

KHS REPLAYs Sports
REPLAY is a community service 

project developed and run by students 
in Mrs. Mary Carroll's Transition 
Class.

The class is collecting gently used 
sporting equipment for donation to the 
Kennett Area YMCA for use by those 
in need.  Several items including sev-
eral types of sport balls and baseball 
catcher's equipment have already been 
donated.

Donation boxes are located in the 
school lobby.  

Mrs. Carroll notes that the effort 
"will help to give every child in our 
community an opportunity to partici-
pate in organized sports."



Music Notes
The KHS Music Department has been very busy this spring.  
In early March, four outstanding performances of the musical Footloose were 

presented.  On March 17, the 34th annual Music on Parade Concert took place 
in the Reynolds Gym.  This showcase event featured all of the large high school 
performing groups as well as several of the middle school instrumental groups.  
Later that week the Kennett High School Chorale performed with other vocalists 
from the community in the third annual Jonathan Beech Memorial Concert.  That 
same day, the KHS Jazz Band performed at the “Jazz Along the Brandywine” fes-
tival at Unionville High School.  The Jazz Band also performed at a jazz festival 
at West Chester's Rustin High School on April 10.

Several talented KHS music students performed in Pennsylvania District 
12 and Region VI events in the past few months:  Melissa Cassel (District Or-
chestra), Jacob Colby (Region Orchestra), Elyssa Skeirik (District and Region 
Band), Kimberly Bontrager, Bess Ploener, Catherine Schmittle, Cathy Walsh 
(District Chorus), Kimberly Bontrager (Region Chorus).

The Spring Chamber Music Concert took place on April 8th.  The soloists 
were Melissa Cassel, Jacob Colby, Adam Hrenko, and Bess Ploener.  Also 
performing was the “ELM TREE-O” consisting of violinists Leslie Carandang, 
Melissa Cassel and cellist Ellen Teasley.  The trio was also asked to provide music 
for the Magical Mystery Dinner on April 17th , a special event to raise funds for 
the Tick Tock Day Care Center.  The String Ensemble performed for the Kennett 
Education Foundation Dinner on April 21.

On April 23, the department had its third annual Music Clinic Day.  Three 
clinicians come to the high school to work with the major performing ensembles.  
This year Ovidiu Marenescu, a professional cellist and conductor of both the 
West Chester University and Immaculata Symphony Orchestras came to work 
with the KHS Orchestra.  Working with the band was Andrew Yozviak, director 
of the West Chester University Wind Ensemble.  Michael Kemp, choral director 
from Germantown Academy, worked with the choirs.

The high school performing groups present two major performances in May.  
The first spring concert, on Thursday, May 20 includes performances by the 
Concert Choir, Chorale and Jazz Band.  The second concert on Wednesday, May 
26, features performances by the band and orchestra.  Both concerts are at 7:30 
PM in the KHS Auditorium.  As with all Music Department concerts, the public 
is invited and encouraged to attend.  Admission is free. 

In May, the orchestra and band will perform at an adjudication festival in 
Hershey.  

The Marching Band after a half-year hiatus will march in Kennett’s annual 
Memorial Day Parade.  Marching Band students have not been totally on break, 
however.  The Color Guard has been practicing and participating in a number of 
special events.  The  percussionists began rehearsing again in late April and the 
director, Anton Romano, and his assistant directors, including Pattie Mancuso, 
and Eric Rutledge, have been busy planning next year’s fall show.  This year’s 
band camp will begin on August 3.

  The annual Music Awards Dinner takes place on June 1.  High School Cho-
ral Director Katie Soukup with the assistance of senior music students is very 
involved in planning Baccalaureate on June 10.  Graduation on June 11 features 
performances by the band and senior members of the choir.

KHS music directors include Martin Beech (Orchestra and String Ensemble), 
Robert Hoch (Band, Jazz Band  and Woodwind Ensemble and Department 
Chair),

Katie Soukup (Choirs and Musical, AP Music Theory, Piano Class, and 
Music Appreciation), and Anton Romano (Marching Band).

The Third Annual Jonathan Beech 
Memorial Concert was held at Kennett 
High School on Saturday, March 20.  
This community event, established in 
memory of Jonathan Beech, a Kennett 
High School student who died of brain 
cancer in 2007 and who was a member 
of the Class of 2010, honors Jonathan 
who, on his deathbed, voiced a con-
cern that he would not be able to thank 
all who had helped him.  His parents 
promised to do that for him.  The annual 
concert, in addition to sharing special 
music with the community (music 
Jonathan would love), raises funds for 
a different organization each year that 
was instrumental in Jonathan’s battle 
with cancer.

The annual event features a com-
munity chorus, with the nucleus com-
prised of the Kennett High School 
Chorale and the Lower Brandywine 
Presbyterian Church Choir and aug-
mented by individuals who enjoy 
singing.  Before the community choir 
performance the Kennett High School 
Chorale presented several selections.  
Two other choirs, the Youth Chorale 
of the Kennett Symphony Children’s 
Chorus and the Wilmington Children’s 
Chorus, also performed.

This year’s featured work was Paul 
Winter’s Missa Gaia, or Earth Mass.  A 
jazz ensemble of top musicians from the 
area accompanied the choir. For some 
movements of the work the children’s 
choirs also joined in.  Other performers 
included dancers, as well as two solo-
ists who are graduates of Kennett High 
School:  Leon Spencer (better known 
as the former Mayor of Kennett Square) 
and Gueneviere Calabrese Finley.  
Donna Beech, the principal organizer 
of the event, conducted.  She received 
extensive help throughout the year from 
KHS Choral Director Katie Soukup.

This year’s event, raising over 
$10,000, benefitted Camp Sunshine, 
a unique Camp in Maine that offers 
specialized camp sessions for children 
with life-threatening illnesses and their 
families.  The Beech family attended 
multiple sessions at this camp.   Ken-
nett High School hosted the event with 
sponsorship from Lower Brandywine 
Church and funding from ING Direct.  

Memorial Concert 
Honors Memory of 
Member of the Class



from
the

Guidance
Department

(continued on next page)

ONLINE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO ALL KHS STUDENTS

FAMILY CONNECTION www.connection.naviance.com/kennetths
The guidance office is pleased to offer Family Connection, an on-line career and college 
planning tool, to all KHS students and parents. All students have their own individual 
accounts which record their progress through the program. Family Connection is also 
used in our office to track and analyze data about our students’ college and career plans, 
so it can provide up-to-date information that’s specific to our school and your child.

Within the Career section of the program, students can utilize assessments to learn 
more about themselves and to receive suggestions about potential career paths. 
Results from these assessments, along with a career database, will assist students 
in the completion of their graduation project.  

Students have the ability to complete a college search and research information about specific colleges 
through the extensive database of colleges within the program. Family Connection also lets us share in-
formation about up-coming meetings, events, local scholarship opportunities, and other Web resources for 
college and career information. Another feature allows counselors to communicate information through 
e-mail blasts to registered students and parents.

We encourage parents to register with Family Connection so that you may access the variety of resources within 
the program. Parents wanting to access Family Connection should contact their child’s counselor for their 
unique registration code.

SAT PREP COURSE
The Method SAT Prep program is available at no cost to all KHS students. This program can be accessed online 
through students’ Family Connection account under the college section. Summer is a great time for students to 
complete the program in preparation to take the SATs in the fall.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Applications for Kennett High School scholarships were mailed home in March to all seniors.  Students who 
completed and returned the application will be considered for scholarships awarded through the KHS Scholarship 
Committee.  Scholarship awards will be announced at the graduation ceremony.  Scholarship bulletins listing 
many other opportunities are posted on the Family Connection Web site.

FINANCIAL AID 
This year’s financial aid forms for any type of higher education should have been filed already.  Students are 
now receiving award letters from the school(s) to which they were accepted.  However, it is never too early to 
begin gathering information about financial aid for next year.  The first step in the process is to register on-line 
at www.pin.ed.gov for your individual, confidential PIN.  This must be done before you can file the government 
financial aid form (FAFSA).  Complete financial aid information is available at www.fafsa.ed.gov or from www.
studentaid.ed.gov.

REMINDER TO COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS
If you have not done so already, please notify the guidance office as to what college you plan to attend.  Seniors 
should bring in an envelope addressed to the institution where they wish their final transcript be sent (the Guid-
ance Office will stamp on the return address). Acceptance into college is often conditional upon proof of high 
school graduation. Students’ final transcript must be on file at the college they will attend.

SUMMER PROGRAMS
Is your child looking for a summer program?  Information about a variety of programs is available in the Guid-
ance Office and on Family Connection under the Enrichment Programs link.  Lengths of programs vary from 
one to eight weeks; costs vary from nominal to expensive; some have scholarships.  If you are looking for 
something special, something different for your son or daughter to do this year, visit Family Connection for a 
listing of programs.



COURSE SELECTION AND SUMMER SCHEDULE REVIEW 
Students’ required courses and elective requests have been entered into the computer and indi-
vidual listings have been mailed home.  Please review these requests and contact the guidance 
office if you have any questions about your child’s schedule for the coming school year.  Draft 
copies of schedules will be mailed home in the summer.  Students and/or parents should call 
the Guidance Office upon receipt of the draft schedule if there are any questions or changes 
to be made.  

ATTENTION COLLEGE BOUND JUNIORS
A reminder to college bound juniors and their parents that representatives from colleges and universities will 
be visiting Kennett High School starting in September.  Be sure to check the College Visit Schedule on Family 
Connection to see the latest dates and times.  

Many families use part of the summer to visit colleges and universities.  Although the full student body is not 
present on campus, summer programs are in operation and tours and interviews are available.  You are encour-
aged to visit during this more relaxed time, before the pressure of applications and senior year activities come 
in the fall.  While you may have reviewed literature about the school(s) and perhaps talked with current students 
or alumni and plan to be on campus, you are encouraged to contact the admissions office to make arrangements 
for tours or information sessions.  Students may request an unofficial transcript from the Guidance Office which 
you are free to copy to take with you to any campus visit.

Summer is also a great time for college bound students to print out the common application or a university 
application to practice filling it out.  Writing a practice essay is also helpful and will put less pressure on your 
student in the midst of applying in the fall.

SATs 
SATs are administered on seven test dates each year.  The last date for SAT’s this school year is June 5th, with the 
registration deadline of April 29th, (late registrations are accepted until May 13th for an additional fee).  Students 
should register on-line for any SAT at www.collegeboard.com.  Next year, Kennett High School will be a site for 
the October 9, 2010 SAT & Subject Tests and the March 12, 2011 SAT Test.  SAT scores must be sent directly 
from the College Board to any college in which a student is interested or intends to apply.  SAT scores are not 
included on the student transcript.  Students can arrange for their scores to be sent to four colleges or scholarship 
programs when they register to take the SAT.  Each additional score report requires a $9.50 fee.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE
The summer is a great time to complete community service hours that can count toward the KHS graduation 
project requirements.  A minimum requirement of forty hours of service must be provided in order to complete 
the project successfully.  Twenty of these hours should be completed by the end of sophomore year.  The fol-
lowing Web sites www.unitedwayscc.org/VolunteerOpportunities.asp and www.volunteer.gov/gov  have listings 
of volunteer opportunities.

SUMMER SCHOOL
If your child fails a course this school year, it is recommended that they take advantage of the summer school 
program offered here at Kennett High School.  If the course is not available at the KHS summer school, please 
consider taking the course at another program.  Your child can take up to 2 courses for make-up credit during 
the summer.  Transportation is not provided.  Summer school information including registration is available in 
the main office and guidance office. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
The Guidance Office will be open in the summer between 8:00 am – 12:00 and 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. Reasons to 
visit include obtaining working papers and unofficial transcripts. Please be aware that counselors have limited 
hours during the summer.  If you would like to meet with your counselor, please try to schedule the meeting 
before the end of the school year.

(continued from previous page)
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Looking 
Ahead...

May

June

July/August

KHS
Calendar

May

3-7	 PSSA	Make-up	Testing
3-14	 AP	Examinations 
6 Friends of Music (7:30 pm - M284)
10 School Board Mtg. (7 pm-KMS)
12 Boosters Mtg. (7 pm-Rm 102) 
17	 Graduation	Project	Meetings	
	 Junior	Physicals
18	 Primary	ELECTION	DAY
	 STUDENT	HOLIDAY/In-Service
20 Junior Physicals
 Spring Concert I (7:30 pm-Aud.)
24 Yearbook Dedication
25 KEA Scholarship & Awards 
  Reception (MDL)
26 NHS Blood Drive
 Spring Concert II & Art Show
  (7:30 pm-Aud.)
27 Senior/Freshman Class Trips
28 STUDENT	 HOLIDAY/In-Service	
31	 Memorial	Day	HOLIDAY	
	 (District	Closed)

1 Music Awards Dinner (6 pm) 
2 Academic Awards (6 pm-Aud.)
3	 Sports Banquet 
  (6 pm-Red Clay Room) 
3-4,	7-9			Senior	Examinations 
4  Senior Dinner Dance 
  (6-11 pm-Hockessin Mem. Hall)
10 Sr Brkfst/Graduation Rehearsal 
  (8 am-Cafeteria)
 Baccalaureate 
 (7 pm-Episcopal Ch. of the Advent)
11 Commencement	(6	pm)
12	 Commencement	Rain	Date	
11,	14-17		Underclass	Examinations
14 School Board Mtg. (7 pm-D.O.)
17	 Last	Student	Day
18, 21-23 Teacher In-Service Days

July	
2-5 District Closed
12 School Board Mtg. (7 pm- D.O.)

August
24-26 Teacher In-Service Days 
30	 First	Student	Day	2010-2011

Important Calendar Information

The Kennett Consolidated School District Board of School Directors approved 
the calendar proposed for the 2010-2011 school year, which provides for 182 days 
of instruction.  In addition to the student days, instructional staff members will 
have eight in-service days for a total of 190 days of employment in accordance 
with the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

The student school year will begin on Monday, August 30, 2010, and end on 
Friday, June 10, 2011, pending no inclement weather make-up days.

The Thanksgiving holiday will be Thursday, November 25, through Sunday, 
November 28.  Monday, November 29, will be a school day.  

The winter holiday will run from Friday, December 24, 2010 through Friday, 
December 31, 2010, with school resuming on Monday, January 3, 2011. 

Inclement weather days will be made up at the end of the school year or on 
designated local holidays. The five days designated as "local holidays" are in ac-
cordance with the ruling of the Department of Education and, if necessary, can 
be used as inclement weather make-up days.  These dates are Monday, January 
17, 2011 (Martin Luther King holiday); Monday, February 21, 2011 (President's 
Day holiday); and Monday, April 18 through Wednesday, April 20, 2011 (spring 
break).  

Monday, February 7, 2011 will remain an in-service day but will become the 
first snow make if needed. The in-service activities will be moved to the end of 
the school year if this day is needed for a weather emergency.

Spring break will be Monday, April 18 through Friday, April 22, 2011. 
The second snow make-up day is scheduled for Thursday, June 9, 2011.
The third snow make-up day is scheduled for Friday, June 10, 2011.
Graduation will take place on Friday, June 10, 2011.

The Kennett Consolidated School District Board of School Directors has ap-
proved the proposed school year extension as presented by the administration.

The last day for students will be Thursday, June 17.  Kennett High School 
graduation will remain on Friday, June 11.  The last day for staff will be Wednes-
day, June 23.

There were six days that the District was closed due to the unusually severe 
weather this year.  Since the state only requires 180 days of instruction, and this 
year’s District calendar included 182, students will only need to make up four of 
the missed days.

Announcing the Availability of District 
and School

Report Cards

 In compliance with No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB), 2008-09 District and School Report 
Cards are now available online for all districts 
and schools in the Commonwealth at

 http://paayp.emetric.net/
 
Report cards are an important source of 

information about Achievement, Accountability, 
other Academic Indicators and Highly Qualified 
Teachers.



KENNETT COLLAGE

The Kennett High School Earth Club is open to all grades and meets in the library every 
Tuesday morning during Advisory time.  After school activities usually occur on Wednesday 
and often involve community service activities for which participants may earn service hours 
toward completion of graduation project requirements.

During the second semester, participants have taken the Polar Plunge at Brandywine 
Picnic Park, helped with the Red Clay Creek cleanup, worked at the Brandywine Valley 
Association's organic garden, removed invasive plants at Laurels, and done the Brandywine 
canoe cleanup.  Still to come are the Eco Festival and 9K Run at Stateline Woods (May 8), 
a tree mulching activity at the same location (May 19), and more organic gardening at the 
Brandywine Valley Association (June 2).

Activities are organized and supervised by club sponsor Ms. Stephanie Madsen.  Ms. 
Madsen formerly taught at Kennett High School.  Students who participate in a minimum 
of four Earth Club sponsored activities during the school year are authorized to list the club 
on their college applications.

KHS
Gets
Loose
The Music Department with sup-

port from pit orchestra musicians, 
dancers, and stage and technical crews 
put on a lively show of song and dance 
in this year's musical production of 
Footloose.  

Above:  Students prepare for the singing and 
dancing sequences in FOOTLOOSE.

Left:  Dancers learn to stay on their toes.

Below:  Ms. Katie Soukup directs chorale 
students and instrumentalists in a 
performance.

Left:  Samantha 
Ramagano prepares 
to enjoy her prom with 
her escort Chris Myers 
and  Matt Body (escort 
of Bianca Santos, not 
pictured).

Right:  Mark 
Longacre and Natalie 
Gustavsson coordinate 
prom wear.

Earth 
Club 


