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Why Parents 
Love Kennett 
Kindergarten
When parents of Mary D. Lang Kinder-
garten Center students are asked what 
they like about the full-day program, they 
have many answers.  They say academic 
and social growth is noticeable, some-
times surprising, and prepares their chil-
dren for an easy transition to first grade.

Five-year-old Olakayin “Kai” Abanishe 
reads words such as “my” or “come” as she 
walks around the house or grocery store.  
Her mother, Mrs. Hart Abanishe, said, 
“Kai gets excited reading words wherever 
she is,” and credits the Mary D. Lang 
Kindergarten Center for her daughter’s 
love of learning.

Mrs. Abanishe said Mary D. Lang 
Kindergarten Center is a great introduc-
tion to school because the kindergarten 
students are not “overwhelmed” by older 
students.  

Kai looks forward to attending a “spe-
cial” such as music or art each day.  Mrs. 
Abanishe attributes positive changes in 
Kai to guidance specials focused on social 
and school-readiness skills.  “She is more 
patient with her two-year-old sister, takes 
turns, and shares better since she started 
school.”

Mrs. Laura Bennicasa said, “It is impres-
sive walking into the building – a school 
full of five- and six-year-olds – and seeing 
children walking in straight lines down 
hallways without screaming.  Other 
parents feel the same way.” Her daugh-
ter, Kate, and other classmates learned 
to use indoor voices, keep their hands to 
themselves, and solve friendship prob-
lems.   Mrs. Bennicasa said the repetition 
of social skills and reading and writing 
concepts helped set up Kate to enter first 
grade at New Garden Elementary without 
any problems.

In considering kindergarten programs, 
Dr. Erin Bernburg, associate scientist 
at the University of Delaware, said she 
“drank the Kool-Aid” of needing to have 
her son attend private school until she 
learned the cost.  She decided to apply to 

Continued success does not “just” hap-
pen.  Continued success takes commit-
ment. The Kennett Consolidated School 
District is striving for continued success 
by cultivating “A Culture of Learning.” 
Administrators, principals, and teachers 
frequently assess how to provide quality 
education that increases the achievement 
of every student.

Teachers are increasing the rigors of 
learning by delving deeper into con-
tent.  They are learning, too, by receiv-
ing assessments on their lessons.  Part 
of their feedback is from students who 
write briefly about what they learned.  
The short writing assignments help 
students become better writers, and 
their feedback helps teachers determine 
if students understood a lesson that was 
just taught.  If students did not under-
stand a concept, teachers re-adjust the 
next day’s lesson to help students master 
the material. 

From the first day of kindergarten to 
high school graduation, the District 
seeks to connect the dots of learning by 
setting goals at each level of a student’s 
education.

Across the District: 
Striving for Continued Success

District-wide goals for this academic 
year include:

•	 Writing	–	Students	write	several	
short, ungraded assignments in each 
subject every week.  The goal is to 
assess students’ understanding of 
content immediately after it is taught.  
Writing assignments will vary for 
older students, e.g., compare and 
contrast, persuade, etc. Younger stu-
dents may write simple sentences on 
individual white boards.

•	 Common	Core	standards	–	Students	
will be instructed with strategies 
implemented to help them meet 
expectations of the state’s new educa-
tional standards.

Kennett High School has set the follow-
ing goals for the 2012-2013 academic 
year:

•	 Initiating	a	STEM	program	–	Pro-
mote a science, technology, engineer-
ing and math curriculum (See the 
article below). 

•	 Assessing	school	improvement	--	Stu-
dent achievement data will be studied 
to guide teaching for the next school 
year.

•	 Assessing	state	exams	–	Evaluate	
and assess the tools used to prepare 
students for the Keystone exams.  

•	 Monitoring	student	achieve-
ment – Student grade performance 
is reviewed on a biweekly basis.  
Administrators collaborate with 
teachers to maximize student achieve-
ment.  If students do not understand 
material, it is imperative for us to re-
teach the concepts in a different way.  
We need to focus on helping students 
understand and apply the materials.

•	 Supporting	learning	labs	–	Additional	
learning opportunities are provided 
for students who need English and/or 
algebra support.  These labs focus on 
eight to ten key concepts designed to 
build a solid foundation and enhance 
student achievement. 

Continued on page 6

District administrators are investigating 
how to implement a program that pro-
motes science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) learning for middle 
and high school students.  

“Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is the 
gold standard of STEM programs,” said 
Mr. Lorenzo DeAngelis, assistant middle 
school principal.  Dr. Barry Tomasetti, 
superintendent, Mr. DeAngelis, and 
other principals researched STEM 
programs.  They found area districts rec-
ommend this program; some used other 
curriculums and switched to Project 
Lead the Way.  At workshops, they saw 
area high school students demonstrat-
ing engineering projects they designed 
following Project Lead the Way’s cur-
riculum.  

Dr. Barber, Kennett High School prin-
cipal, said he does not have a total for 

start-up costs in his building yet, but 
he is applying for a $35,000 corporate 
grant.  If awarded, funds would be given 
over three years to help pay for staff 
training, computers, and software pro-
grams.  Kennett High School will ensure 
teachers are highly qualified to teach the 
course offerings.  One room will serve 
as a classroom and computer lab for 20 
students. Two sections of a course will be 
offered each semester. 

“The hope is to start Project Lead the 
Way with “Introduction to Engineering” 
and add “Principles of Engineering” the 
following year,” said Dr. Barber. Stu-
dents will explore engineering and tech-
nology as they use math and science in 
real-world applications.  They will learn 
to apply concepts related to design and 
construction using engineering software.

Mr. DeAngelis said the middle school’s 
start-up costs will be given after a Project 
Lead the Way consultant visits the 
school.  Beside hardware and software 
costs, the consultant will determine if 
classrooms must be reconfigured and 
rewired. 

“By adding Project Lead the Way to the 
curriculum, the middle school’s tech arts 
program would be transformed,” said 
Dr. John Carr, principal.   All middle 
school students would participate in 
PLTW.  They will benefit in all subject 

KCSD Seeks to Start STEM Program

areas as they learn to problem solve, for-
mulate, analyze, and use higher-thinking 
skills.

Dr. Carr said, “The technology arts pro-
gram needs a facelift because technology 
moves so fast.” Currently, students make 
podcasts.  In a survey completed by 
students, parents, and teachers last year, 
they asked what else they might learn.  
“Their input was taken seriously, and we 
began researching STEM programs.”

The Kennett Education Foundation 
(KEF) raised $10,000 for STEM during 
its annual spring fundraiser last year.  
Mrs. Elizabeth Stinson, KEF president, 
said, “We’re in it to help raise funds for 
STEM until the program is fully funded 
in the school district.”  This year’s 
fundraiser is in the planning stages; it 
will be at Mendenhall Inn in mid-April.

The technology 
arts program 
needs a facelift 
because 
technology 
moves so fast.
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KHS Alumni Spotlight: Andrew Annand
Dr. Andrew Annand treats veterans 
with kidney and pancreas problems, 
instructs medical students, and teaches 
yoga to help veterans cope with their 
struggles.  During his K-12 years in 
Kennett’s schools, he learned to look 
for mentors, think creatively, and 
dream bigger.

Dr. Annand graduated from Kennett 
High School in 1986.  He credits a 
teacher at each level of his learning for 
encouraging him to pursue hard goals 
and seek out someone who could help 
him solve hard problems.

At W.G. Hefner VA Medical Center in 
Salisbury, N.C., Dr. Annand sees 12 to 
15 World War II, Korean, and Viet-
nam veterans each day in the clinic and 
three to four patients in the hospital.  
Medical students from Virginia Tech 
and Via College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine (VCOM) accompany him on his 
rounds.  

He is an assistant professor at VCOM.  
But, Dr. Annand gets the most joy 
by teaching yoga and meditation to 
veterans struggling with mental health 
issues. “It is the highlight of my week, 
spending an hour with 20 people who 
want to learn how to cope with post-
traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, and 
depression.”  Hundreds of veterans, 
including those who served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, have taken his six-week 
course.  

Dr. Annand is a veteran himself.  He 
joined the Marines after high school 
and served stateside.  Afterward, he 
studied psychology and organic chem-
istry at the University of Delaware.  
Personal relationships shaped his career 
path, and he chose to attend medical 
school.  At the University of Missouri 
in Kansas City, he focused on primary 
care.

“My younger sister, Susan, was 
handicapped and struggled medically 
throughout her life.  She persevered 
to graduate from college and died 
when she was 24.  She drove me to 
pursue healthcare.”  He also dated a 
woman who needed a second kidney 
transplant, which led him to pursue 
a nephrology fellowship.  He stud-
ied kidney and pancreas transplant 
medicine at the Medical University 
of South Carolina.  Later, he served 
as MUSC’s interim director for 
the kidney and pancreas transplant 
program. 

Kennett teachers laid the foundation 
for Dr. Annand’s accomplishments.  
Mrs. Kate McNeilly, his organic 
chemistry teacher, had the gift of 
connecting with students.  “I felt like I 
could dream bigger because she took an 
interest in me.  She gave me confidence; 
I think she saw things in others that we 
didn’t see.”

Mr. Charlie Lewis, his high school cross-
country coach, was so inspiring that 
Dr. Annand ran more than a mile for 
him – shoeless.  “One mile into a race, 
my shoe popped off in the mud, so I ran 
the other two miles without it because 
I didn’t want to disappoint him.”  Mr. 
Lewis laughed at his wet, tangled sock 
that looked like a piece of rope as he 
crossed the finish line.  “He pushed me 
to do my best.”

Dr. Annand remembers his middle 
school math teacher, Mrs. Mary Scott, 
being interested in each student.  He 
told her about a problem he had with a 
non-school-related project.  She realized 
he needed help with proportions and 
showed him how to solve proportion 
problems.  “She took something com-
plicated and made it simple.  By doing 
that, she taught me that if I can’t solve 

something, I can find someone who will 
help me find the answer.”

At New Garden Elementary, Dr. 
Annand was known for his drawings of 
Snoopy.  “In fifth grade my art teacher, 
Mr. David Eldreth, asked me to paint 
a “Peanuts” mural.  He assisted me 
by moving ladders as I worked.”  Dr. 
Annand’s mural charmed New Garden 
students for years as they passed it in 
the hallway. 

His fondness for Kennett’s schools 
continues as he searches for New Gar-
den Elementary’s old gremlin logo that 
former classmates mentioned in recent 
Facebook posts.

Kennett teachers touched Dr. Annand’s 
life.  Now, he touches many lives medi-
cally, emotionally, and academically.

If you know of a Kennett High School 
alumnus who would be a good candidate 
for a spotlight, please email PR@KCSD.
org.

At the middle school, two seventh grade 
students will make cupcakes and oth-
ers plan to attend the festival, said Mr. 
Wayne Robinson, middle school Con-
sumer Science teacher.  In explaining the 
event to students he said, “We are creat-
ing awareness about the United Way and 
all the good things it does.”

The teachers are letting students decide 
what chocolate temptations they will 
create for the fundraiser, which will 
benefit UWSCC’s Community Impact 
Fund. 

“This fund is truly the safety net of 
southern Chester County that sup-
ports 32 programs that help nearly 
13,000 people,” said Ms. Anne Cole-
man, UWSCC campaign development 
director.  One in seven residents receives 
various types of help:  emergency aid 
for heat, electricity, shelter and food; 
crime victim counseling; adult day care; 
training and advocacy for people with 
disabilities; dental and health services; 
adult literacy tutoring; middle school 
after-school programming; and childcare 
scholarships.

Six festival chocolate tastings may be 
enjoyed for a $5.00 admission fee.  Extra 
samples will be 50 cents each. Contes-
tants will be awarded Festival Bragging 
Rights Certificates and prizes.   

For more information, call (610) 444-
4357.  The Red Clay Room is located 
at 423 Dalmation Street in Kennett 
Square.

Students Creating Desserts 
for Kennett’s First Chocolate Festival
Love and chocolate go hand in hand, 
and Kennett middle and high school 
students will create chocolate desserts 
to give others a hand.  The students will 
compete in United Way of Southern 
Chester County’s (UWSCC) first annual 
Kennett Chocolate Lovers Festival at the 
Red Clay Room on February 2, 2013 
from 1-4 p.m.  Contestants will vie for 
awards in the following categories:  res-
taurants, bakeries, professionals, ama-
teurs, and students (ages 12 and up).

At the high school, Ms. Rachel Ceci 
and Ms. Susan Larson, Family Con-
sumer Science teachers, said students are 
excited to show off their talents.  Some 
students in an introductory course vol-
unteered to make cookies.  Ms. Larson’s 
pastry arts students are learning to make 
pudding tarts, brownies, truffles, and 
more in “Chocolate Lab.”  Meanwhile, 
Ms. Ceci’s Pastry Arts II students are 
creating chocolate roses with molding 
chocolate.  If students need help with 
their festival creations, the teachers will 
offer support.
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All Around the Schools

Police officers, a firefighter, a business 
owner, a dean, and District teachers 
and administrators read to Bancroft 
students during American Education 
Week, November 12-16.

The 25 guest readers thoughtfully 
selected one or two books to read to 
a class. Some returned to read for a 
second year; for others it was their first 
time.  For a few, it was a chance to 
return to a classroom.   

Mr. Andy Augustine worked in public 
education 42 years and spent the 
last 25 as principal at Mary D. Lang 
Elementary.  “I seized the opportu-
nity to be back in a classroom with 

Mrs. Stacey Hoernig’s eager first grade 
students.”  Choosing the right book 
was not easy, so he enlisted the help of 
Bayard Taylor Memorial Library staff 
and selected “Mustache” from a stack 
of books they recommended.  “I real-
ized I made the right choice when the 
children were ‘into’ the story.”

Second-time guest reader and school 
board member Mrs. Heather Schaen 
taught at Greenwood Elemen-
tary, Kennett Middle School, and in 
Delaware schools a total of 12 years.  
“Getting back into the classroom with 
students is a highlight of my year.” 
She read “Alexander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day,” 
one of her childhood favorites, to Ms. 
Kimberly Black’s third grade class.

Students were learning about gov-
ernment and Ms. Black told them 
their mystery reader is a vice presi-
dent.  When she arrived, Mrs. Schaen 
explained she is vice president of the 
school board.  Mrs. Black said her 
students were “mesmerized” as Mrs. 
Schaen read to them.  They focused on 
the characters in the stories.

 “I liked how she used her expression,” 
said Pamela after she and her class-
mates heard about a boy who blamed 
bad things he did that day on his 
stuffed giraffe “Alexander.”   The boy’s 
dad said that “Alexander” would have 

Mystery Readers Get High Marks from Bancroft Students
a better day tomorrow and hugged his 
son good-night.  The boy let out a sigh 
of relief.  So did the students, said Mrs. 
Schaen.  Afterward, Cece told Ms. Black 
she liked that “the little boy blamed his 
toy giraffe for everything he did wrong.”

Another student connected, literally, 
with Mrs. Schaen’s second story about 
a bear.  “A non-verbal life skills student 
picked up his iPad, found a bear online, 
and showed it to us.  It was impressive 
how engaged he was and able to connect 
technology to the story so quickly,” said 
Mrs. Schaen.

Mrs. Kelly Figueroa told her fifth grade 
students there would be a “mystery 

reader.” They were surprised to see some-
one who knows most of them well and 
a mother of one of the students, Mrs. 
Kathleen Caccamo. 

She earned high marks from students for 
reading “Sweet Clara and the Freedom 
Quilt” expressively.  Jenna Davidson said 
she learned a lot about the Underground 
Railroad by listening to the story.   Mrs. 
Figueroa said her students were attentive 
and asked many questions afterward.  
Brian Lopez said he liked taking a break 
by listening to Mrs. Caccamo read a 
well-written book.

“The guest reader event was a great 
way to bridge community and school,” 
said Mrs. Leah McComsey, Bancroft 
Elementary principal.  During American 
Education Week, students enjoyed other 
reading and math activities, too.  On 
“Read Me” day, students and staff wore 
shirts with words on them.  The next 
day they wore shirts with their favorite 
number printed or pinned on them.

Mrs. Figueroa’s fifth grade students 
played “Multiplication Compare,” which 
is like the card game “War.”  Students 
each laid down two cards at a time, 
multiplied them, and the person with 
the higher sum won that round. 

Fun, games, and surprises with a pur-
pose were rolled into American Educa-
tion Week at Bancroft Elementary as 
students learned grown-ups care about 
learning, too.

Mrs. Caccamo, the owner of Bedbugzz in Kennett Square, read to Mrs. Figueroa’s fifth 
grade students.

Mr. Andrew Augustine reads to Ms. Stacey Hoernig’s first grade class. 

Be sure to visit www.KCSD.org for up-to-date calendar listings.

February
1  .........................................  School in Session (make-up day)
5  .........................................  GW PTO Mtg 7pm
6  .........................................  NG Market Day 4:30 - 5:30pm
7  .........................................  KHS After-Prom Mtg 7:30pm
8  .........................................  KMS Spring Picture Day
8  .........................................  BC Movie Night
11  .......................................  School Board Mtg 7pm at MDL
12  .......................................  NG PTO Mtg 7pm
13  .......................................  KHS Athletic Boosters 7pm
13  .......................................  BC PTO Mtg 7pm
13  .......................................  BC Market Day 4 - 5pm
14  .......................................  KHS Friends of Music 7pm
15  .......................................  GW Talent Show - Odd Homeroom Numbers
18  .......................................  DISTRICT CLOSED
21  .......................................  KHS 8th Grade Parent Night 6pm
21  .......................................  KEF Mtg 7pm at DO
25-28  ..................................  GW Book Fair
28  .......................................  Winter After-The-Bell Ends

March
2  .........................................  BC Fun Fair
4  .........................................  KHS Spring Sports Practice Begins
5  .........................................  GW PTO Mtg 7pm
6  .........................................  NG Market Day 4:30 - 5:30pm
6  .........................................  KMS PTO Mtg 7:30pm
7  .........................................  KHS Friends of Music Mtg 7pm
9  .........................................  SAT at KHS
11  .......................................  School Board Mtg 7pm at DO
12  .......................................  NG PTO Mtg 7pm
13  .......................................  KHS Athletic Boosters 7pm
13  .......................................  BC Market Day 4 - 5pm
13  .......................................  BC PTO Mtg 7pm
14  .......................................  KHS Musical 7pm
15  .......................................  KHS Musical 7pm
16  .......................................  KHS Musical 2pm & 7pm
18  .......................................  Music on Parade at KHS
19  .......................................  K-5 Parent Conferences
20  .......................................  KHS National Honor Society Induction 7pm
20-22  ..................................  K-8 Parent Conferences
25-29  ..................................  NO SCHOOL

Around the District
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An army sergeant who trained soldiers 
to fire rifles, protect wounded soldiers, 
and plan flight routes is teaching second 
grade New Garden Elementary students 
how to read better.  While she carries 
herself in a commanding way, she easily 
connects with students who eagerly 
learn from her.

Miss Karla Wadel, 26, served four years 
in the U.S. Army, including one year at 
Camp Taji in northern Iraq.  She won 
a medal for planning President Barack 
Obama’s flight route to Camp Liberty 
where he spoke to soldiers in 2009.  

Before Miss Wadel joined the service, 
she went to college to become a nurse.  
Her funding ran dry after her first year, 
so she joined the army to complete her 
education. While switching occupa-
tions, she also switched her course of 
study to education.  As a soldier, she 
took classes online and on the base at 
Ft. Hood.  She is finishing her degree at 
West Chester University.

Miss Wadel is getting required field 
experience by doing a reading practi-
cum with Mrs. Yocum’s students before 
she student teaches next spring.  She 
leads small groups, tutors students 
individually, and presents lessons to the 
second grade students.  

While her university professor observed 
her small group spelling lesson, Miss 
Wadel held up a flash card with “ar” 

written on it.  Students waved their 
hands in the air, wanting to be called on 
to tell her that “car,” “far,” and “barn” 
have the “ar” sound.  

In Room 192, when Miss Wadel is not 
teaching, she is learning from a “mas-
ter” teacher with 35 years of experience.  
“From observing, I am learning that if I 
am not in control of the classroom, I am 
not in control of their education.” 

“She [Mrs. Yocum] manages the class 
perfectly and is always positive, even if a 
child answers incorrectly.  I am learning 
to keep my voice calm as I remember I 
am teaching students, not soldiers,” said 
Miss Wadel.

Mrs. Yocum had eight semesters of 
classroom experience when she was a 
Millersville University student.  That 
practical experience helped her as a stu-
dent teacher at Mary D. Lang Elemen-
tary.  “It is my passion and responsibility 
to share with others who want to go into 
the profession.”

“I help Miss Wadel learn behavior 
management, material management, and 
lesson preparation and execution,” said 
Mrs. Yocum.  

Twice a week Miss Wadel spends three 
hours at New Garden Elementary 
teaching and learning.  She submits 
lesson plans a week in advance for Mrs. 
Yocum’s input.  Miss Wadel learned to 

manage her time in the army, which 
helps as she juggles preparing, teaching, 
going to class 21 hours a week, working 
a part-time job, and serving in Mary-
land’s National Guard.

Another college student is completing 
her student teaching in Mrs. Yocum’s 
classroom this semester.  They do three-
way planning to determine how they 
will share the teaching load.  With three 
teachers in the classroom, the students 
see them as a team that is there to sup-
port them.

Miss Wadel’s field experience mirrors 
“The Kennett Experience” practicum; 

the only difference is the practicum 
requires a college student to spend an 
extra three hours each week in the class-
room.

“I am thankful for the opportunity the 
District has given me.  It helps me be 
able to help students.  Teaching is not 
just a job, it is a virtue – to prepare our 
children for society.”

Note:  Since the article was written, the 
Kennett Consolidated School District 
approved Miss Wadel’s return to Mrs. 
Yocum’s classroom to do her student 
teaching during the spring semester.

Soldier Gets Teaching Experience at New Garden

Family Café helps Latino parents and 
students learn how to acclimate to a 
new type of educational system during 
monthly workshops.  An added benefit 
of the pilot program is that families feel 
more connected to teachers and schools.

Ms. Stephanie Sarosky, a middle school 
ESL teacher, said Family Café teaches 
parents and students about drug and 
alcohol prevention and the importance 
of education. Holcum Behavioral Health 
Systems funds the workshops offered at 
Kennett Middle School and at Mary D. 
Lang Kindergarten Center that are open 
to any Latino family in the District.

“Parents are so eager to get involved and 
they feel welcomed and engaged on their 
level at Family Café,” said Ms. Sarosky.  
They are shy and uncomfortable since 
they cannot speak English well but want 
to take ownership of their children’s 
learning.

Mrs. Roselena Simmons, middle school 
parent liaison, invites 10 to 15 different 
families to participate each month. Typi-
cally, a parent, student, and sometimes 
siblings attend the workshops and eat 
snacks while they learn.  “We try not to 
bring big groups in at one time, except 
for the holiday program that 70 families 
attended.”  Family Café breaks down iso-
lation as Latino families interact during 
workshops.

Ms. Maribel Gonzalez, social services 
liaison, heads Family Cafe and facilitates 
the interactive workshop programs. 

Parents learn how to 
check out their chil-
dren’s friends and spot 
signs of bullying and 
substance abuse. They 
also learn practical 
ways to support their 
children’s education, 
such as how to use an 
online grade book to 
monitor their prog-
ress.

“Parents want to 
know how to advocate 
for their kids in school 
and the community,” 
said Ms. Simmons.  
“We would like to 
help parents run this 
kind of program for 
other Latino families.”

While parents are learn-
ing, students watch skits 
and role play ways to handle peer pres-
sure and bullying.  

Pedro Cornejo Gasca, 6th grade student, 
said, “The teacher has us practice being 
given something bad like drugs, and 
we learn what to say and how to give it 
back.”

Seventh grade student Yusel Juarez 
Ibarra said, “I learned that if we are 
being bullied, we should talk to a parent 
or teacher.”

The KCSD’s Family Café 
Strengthens Ties with Latino Families

Students also learn how to manage class-
work and homework.  Presenters encour-
age students to participate in school 
activities and clubs such as YMCA 
programs so they become citizens of the 
community.

Yusel said she likes Family Café because, 
“We get to trust the teachers because 
they tell us what is good and bad.” 

Family Café helps parents feel more 
comfortable in school settings.  As they 

get to know teachers, they volunteer as 
chaperones for middle school field trips.

Family Café discussions promote stron-
ger ties within the Kennett Consolidated 
School District family.

Ms. Sarosky said any Latino family is 
welcome to attend Family Café. For 
more information, contact Maribel 
Gonzalez at mgonzalez@kcsd.org or 
484-593-0826, or Roselena Simmons at 
rsimmons@kcsd.org or 610-268-5800 
ext. 40006. 

Seventy families attended Family Cafe’s holiday party at KMS.
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Avon Grove Charter School for Joshua 
instead.  But after receiving a low lottery 
number for him to attend the school’s 
kindergarten, she registered Joshua at 
the Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Cen-
ter.  “I thought this would be a lost 
year since he knew how to read a little.  
But I loved the differentiated instruc-
tion he received.”  Joshua was grouped 
with students on his reading level and 
left kindergarten as a better reader and 
writer.  Dr. Bernburg also said, “After 
one week of riding the bus, I saw a dif-
ference in him.  He was more indepen-
dent.”  Joshua hit the ground running in 
first grade at Greenwood Elemen-
tary, she said.

Students spend more than five 
hours learning each day at the 
all-day kindergarten center that 
opened last year.  Compared to 
previous half-day students who 
received two hours of daily instruc-
tion, “The elementary principals 
and teachers were astonished at 
how well prepared students were to 
enter first grade,” said Miss Carla 
Horn, Mary D. Lang Kindergarten 
Center principal.  They were so 
well prepared that the District had 
to adjust the first-grade curriculum.

Mrs. Jane Pedroso, District supervi-
sor of language arts and social studies, 
said the full-day students entered first 
grade with increased science and social 
studies vocabularies.  Also, they had a 
greater sense of numbers, not just count-
ing, but how to solve problems.  Their 
computer skills were sharper because 
they could navigate using a mouse.

At Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center, 
students had more time to learn letters, 
sounds, and phonetics.  Mrs. Pedroso 
said, “Entering first grade, students 
could sight read vocabulary more easily.  
They knew how to hold a book correctly, 
read left to right, and track words with 
their fingers.”  Students not only identi-

fied characters in stories, they connected 
them to characters in other stories.

Miss Horn attributes the greater level 
of learning to the District’s 18 kinder-
garten teachers collaborating under one 
roof.   They learn new ways of teaching 
concepts from one another and let go of 
less effective ones.  “We’ve made more 
progress now that everyone is on the 
same page.”  

Consistency in teaching is also fostered 
by a Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center 
action team that reviews issues.  Team 

members updated a summary assessment 
sheet used to track each student’s num-
bers, letters, and literacy skills.  They 
decided which alphabet letters would 
be learned each trimester.  “This wasn’t 
spelled out in the previous version, and 
the updated version provides more detail 
for teachers to follow,” said Miss Horn.

Miss Horn also credits instructional 
assistants for learning successes at Mary 
D. Lang Kindergarten Center.  The assis-
tants support teachers by doing small 
group activities with students who need 
extra help or more of a challenge.  Some-
times, assistants help in the classroom by 
running a center for a learning activity.  

Monthly trainings are held to help assis-
tants learn strategies for reading, math, 
and handwriting so they may better help 
students learn.

The assistants also attend language 
acquisition training which helps them 
better understand how a child who does 
not know English learns the language in 
stages.

Miss Horn said Mary D. Lang Kinder-
garten Center’s support staff “keeps the 
school running smoothly so learning can 
take place.”

Dr. Bernburg agrees, saying, “From 
instructional assistants who kept an 
extra eye out for my son’s favorite winter 
hat that his grandmother made, to a 
nurse who waited with my son in her 
office until I got there because she did 
not want to put a sick kid on the bus, 
to a head custodian who was not upset 
that we ground popcorn into the library 
carpet during movie night, every Mary 
D. Lang Kindergarten Center teacher 
and staff member helped make my son a 
better student and a better person.”

Why We Love Kennett Kindergarten Continued from page 1

Above: Kindergarten teacher Ms. Courtney McCaffrey 
demonstrates a project for her students.

Left: Anthony Santos, Lidia Hewes, and Jesus Garcia work 
on a social studies assignment.

Imagine walking into Greenwood Elementary’s gym on a Friday night, seeing 108 
students sprawled on mats, and hearing nothing.   Fifth grade students returned to 
school armed with sleeping bags and chapter books to meet an Olympic reading 
challenge, “Read for Gold,”  during the 26th 
annual Friday Night Live on November 16.  

Mr. William Hicks, fifth grade teacher and 
event coordinator, said students earned four 
“miles” for each page read to help the group 
“travel” to 13 former Olympic sites.  They 
needed to earn 35,000 miles collectively to 
make the round-the-world trip.  “After each 
reading period ended, students were excited 
to see if they read enough pages to make it to 
the next Olympic site.”

“My favorite part of the part of Friday Night 
Live was reading ‘The Deathly Hollows’ and 
‘Firewing,’” said Simon Comanda.  “I love to 
read.”

During three breaks, students participated in 
activities that exercised their bodies and brains.  
Kiki Carrillo liked doing Zumba, a Latin music workout, and said, “They made us 
get active and have fun.”  Emily Kane said, “Playing Password was a great way to 
have  team members work together.  The game tested our creativity and thinking 
skills while we had fun!  It is funny seeing what people came up with as answers and 
questions.”  Students also raced down a hallway on scooters to grab letters and form 
words during a spelling relay contest.  “It was a bonding time for kids, teachers, and 
more than 50 parents who helped lead 12 games,” said Mr. Hicks.  All the activity 
worked up appetites, and students enjoyed snacks donated by local businesses.

At 11 p.m., students listened to a storyteller who finished with a scary tale at mid-
night.   Lucas Danheux said, “The storyteller was the best part of Friday Night Live.  
She had such enthusiasm in her voice and the stories she told us were very good.  My 

favorite one was about a wolf.”

Afterward, boys and girls separated for bed-
time, but, “For some strange reason a pillow 
fight erupted,” said Mr. Hicks.  Ellie Conlin-
Day explained, “The girls had a pillow fight, 
and then the boys sneak attacked us!  After 
they got back into their gym, we got them 
back.”  

In the morning, Mr. Hicks told students they 
not only reached their goal, they broke a pre-
vious record by logging more than 108,000 
miles for their reading during Friday Night 
Live. 

Each student received a door prize.  Donated 
gifts ranged from gift cards to jewelry sets and 
basketballs.  “Every student walked away with 

a new book, too,” said Mr. Hicks.

“We achieved our purpose of encouraging the enjoyment of reading and building 
community,” said Mr. Hicks.

A testament to the success of the event is former Greenwood alumni, now in their 
30s, posting their Friday Night Live memories on Facebook.  

Greenwood Hosts Friday Night Live

Greenwood students get active with a Zumba workout.
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 Kennett Middle School Goals include:

•	 Reading	–	Students	will	read	across	
the curriculum to meet the state 
requirement of reading at least 25 
books.  Additionally, the school has a 
“101 Book Challenge.”

•	 Math	–	students	will	meet	math	
expectations by doing relevant 
problems in all content areas, e.g., 
using fractions for recipes in Family 
Consumer Science.

•	 Monitoring	student	achievement	
– Data and case study analysis will 
continue to increase student achieve-
ment.

•	 Increasing	achievement	–	Develop	
plans to increase achievement of all 
students for quarterly and semester 
grades as well as earning proficient or 
advanced scores on PSSA exams.

•	 Investigating	a	STEM	program	–	A	
team of teachers and administrators 
will explore “Project Lead the Way” 
by visiting Radnor Middle School. 
(See: KCSD Seeks to Start STEM 
Program).

•	 Addressing	the	achievement	gap	–	
Mr. DeAngelis said that during team 

meetings teachers research from the 
book, “Creating the Opportunity to 
Learn,” and discuss ways to create 
instructional strategies that will help 
close the achievement gap.

•	 Offering	Title	I	enrichment	classes	
and measuring their effectiveness.

Elementary School Goals include:

•	 Aligning	Common	Core	Standards	
in Reading/Language Arts and Math 
– The administration and teachers 
will collaborate to align their content 
and teaching with national Common 
Core standards by creating “Com-
mon Core Cadres” of teachers to lead 
the movement to the Common Core 
Standards.

•	 Differentiating	–	Teachers	use	dif-
ferent techniques, depending on the 
needs of their students, to assure all 
students learn and grow in all subject 
areas.  Teachers must know their 
students and their needs to adjust 
teaching methods to help each child 
understand key concepts.

•	 Providing	Title	I	and	RTII	pro-
gramming – In addition to services 
struggling students receive during 
the school day, after-school program-
ming twice a week for one hour gives 

students additional reading support.  
Two sessions (11-12 weeks) run 
throughout the year to help students 
needing support to grow in their 
reading abilities.  

•	 Implementing	new	1st	and	2nd	grade	
science curriculum -- Teachers will 
begin using National Geographic 
science program materials that aligns 
with the program used in grades 3-5.  
This curriculum allows for hands-on 
exploration of many topics.

Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center 
Goals include:

•	 Analyzing	student	performance	
through two year-end assessments:

 o  DIBELS  (Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills): This 
assessment tests first sound flu-
ency (identifying the first sound in 
a word), letter recognition, pho-
neme segmentation fluency (iden-
tifying the multiple sounds, in 
order, in a word), and “nonsense” 
word literacy (reading words that 
are not real words, e.g,“zag”). 

o   PALS (Phonological Awareness 
Literacy Screening): This com-
prehensive assessment measures 
important literacy fundamentals 
that predict future reading success.

•	 Enhancing	the	curriculum	–		Based	
on Common Core standards, exam-
ples of learning goals are exposing 
students to long vowel sounds and 
counting to 150 instead of 100.

•	 Implementing	Language	for	Learn-
ing – All students are assessed for this 
program; those who proved to need it 
are taught words, concepts, and state-
ments important to oral language.  
The program emphasizes language 
as a means of describing the world 
and as a tool for thinking and solving 
problems. Students learn the proper 
English words to identify objects and 
are then taught to put them into a 
complete sentence.  Upon learning 
this concept, they are able to use 
this and solve higher-level questions 
and problems. Carefully sequenced 
lessons stress language concepts and 
skills children need to succeed in 
school.

•	 Adjusting	students’	lunch	time	based	
on feedback received last year.  

All of Kennett’s principals and teachers 
take their goals seriously.  They seek to 
implement them in practical ways on a 
regular basis.  By doing so, they strive to 
fulfill the District’s mission of helping 
each student increase his or her achieve-
ment.

Striving for Continued Success
Continued from page 1

Three Kennett High School lacrosse 
players are reaping the rewards of 
their hard work.  They signed letters 
of intent to play lacrosse at Division I 
schools.

Sophie duPhily accepted an athletic 
scholarship to play at University of 
Michigan beginning August 2013.   
She is one of 28 incoming freshmen 
representing 11 states who will com-
prise Team One for the University of 
Michigan, which will begin varsity 
competition in the NCAA’s American 
Lacrosse Conference in the spring of 
2014.

Sophie plays attack and enters her 
senior season this spring having already 
amassed 110 goals and 167 assists. A 
second team All-Ches-Mont League 
selection last year, she is also a US 
Lacrosse Academic All-American and 
was named to 2012 National Tour-
nament Team (Philly).  Sophie also 
plays club lacrosse for the nationally 
known Phantastix Lacrosse Club based 
in Conestoga, Pa.  She is a four-year 
starter at guard for Kennett’s basketball 
team and has also played varsity soccer 
and field hockey.  

Sophie is vice president of the senior 
class and a member of the National 
Honor Society.

Toni Massetti signed to play lacrosse 
for La Salle University after playing 
for Kennett’s middle school and high 
school for five years.  She is eight goals 
away from reaching the 100-goal mark.  
Toni has played on Kennett’s varsity 
team for three years.

Three Kennett Lacrosse 
Players Sign with Division I Schools

Her efforts led to her being chosen as 
Ches-Mont’s Athlete of the Week in 
March for scoring five goals during the 
game against Pennsbury.  She was also 
named to Ches-Mont’s Third Team her 
junior year and is an Academic All-
American.  

In addition to lacrosse, Toni plays 
volleyball and basketball.  She broke a 
Kennett High School volleyball record 
by making 767 digs in her junior and 
senior seasons.  Toni was named to 
Ches-Mont’s Second Team her junior 
year and First Team during her senior 
year.  She played basketball three years 
for the Demons and teaches girls, 6-12, 
how to play the game.

Toni is on the Distinguished Honor 
Roll, placed in the top five percent of 
her class, and was named to the National 
Honor Society.  She will study mathe-
matics and plans to pursue a career with 
numbers and practical problems, such as 
being an actuary.

Krissy Gallivan will play Women’s 
Lacrosse for Temple University.  She 
started playing boys lacrosse in third 
grade in Massachusetts and switched to 
playing with girls in fifth grade when she 
moved to Pennsylvania.  She played with 
one of Unionville Recreation Associa-
tion’s teams and moved on to club play 
with PA Express and Green Turtle Bel 
Air in Maryland for five years.  

Since her freshman year at Kennett High 
School, Krissy has been a varsity starter 
for the girls lacrosse team.  She was 
named to the Under Armour All-Amer-
ica Philly team, Academic All-American 
and Ches-Mont All Area Honorable 

Back Row (L-R): Coach Dale Watkins, Coach Vince Cattano, Athletic Director 
Jeff Thomas; Seated (L-R): Lindsay duPhily, Sophie duPhily, Jerry duPhily.

mention for lacrosse, National Team 
Philadelphia for lacrosse, Ches-Mont 
All-County Third team, and Daily Local 
All-Area Honorable Mention for field 
hockey. Krissy was Kennett’s field hockey 
captain her junior and senior years and 
girls basketball captain her junior year.

Krissy is on the Distinguished Honor 
Roll and received the Women in Engi-
neering High Honor. She participates 
in the National Honor Society, youth 
group, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
Future Business Leaders of America, and 
as a youth basketball coach and camp 
counselor.

Krissy summed up her time playing 
lacrosse with her Kennett teammates, 

“There were strong bonds with the 
players and coaches, which makes every 
game special.  We play for each other, 
and there is nothing better than sharing 
a win with your best friends.”

Mr. Jeff Thomas, high school assistant 
principal and athletic director, said, 
“Under head coach Dale Watkins, our 
girls’ lacrosse program is definitely 
headed in the right direction.  We have 
seen great improvement in the overall 
program during Coach Watkins’ brief 
tenure, which is evident by the dedica-
tion the girls are giving not only during 
the season but in the off season as well.  
We are very proud of these students who 
are more than just great athletes, they are 
great young adults as well.”
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Loren Pearson, KCSD Psychologist and Kate Rentschler, KCSD Social Worker

The original article for this publication 
was about helping our children cope 
with the devastation of natural disasters, 
such as Hurricane Sandy, but it was 
soon overshadowed by the horror at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School.  As a 
community, our thoughts and support 
quickly went out to the victims and all 
those involved.  We were also challenged 
to process these tragedies ourselves.  But 
the most important job many of us faced 
was helping our children process these 
horrific events in ways that would put 
them at ease.  

“When you’re weary, feeling small, 
When tears are in your eyes, 
I will dry them all.”

Simon and Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over 
Troubled Waters” lyrics seems appropri-
ate in describing the often daunting 
responsibility we have of helping our 
children learn to cope with the life-alter-
ing news and images from these events.  
Fortunately, we received advice from 
media experts and our local administra-
tors on ways to help our children process 
and cope with the tragedy at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School.  This has 
certainly been a time when our resiliency 
was tested.

It was very encouraging to all of us 
observing your children’s reactions to 
these events.  As they returned to school, 
we saw the effects of your good work.  
All KCSD schools reported that teachers 
were able to guide students easily into 
their normal routines.  This suggests you 

were able to reassure your children that 
schools are safe places. 

 It is comforting to know our KCSD 
staff works with parents and public 
safety providers (police and fire depart-
ments and emergency responders) to 
keep students safe.  Although there is no 
guarantee that something bad will never 
happen, we need to let our children see 

the difference between the possibility of 
something happening and the probabil-
ity of it affecting them.  It is important 
for children to know that sometimes 
people do bad things to hurt others, but 
that adults (parents, teachers, mental 
health workers, police officers, doctors, 

faith leaders) work very hard to help 
those people before they hurt others.  It 
is valuable to discuss how senseless vio-
lence is hard for everyone to understand 
and that violence is never a solution to 
personal problems. 

Sadly, these devastating events have 
caused us to strengthen our individual 
and family resilience.  Tips to promote 

“Like a Bridge Over Troubled Water, I Will Ease Your Mind” 
Simon and Garfunkel

healthy coping and foster emotional 
resiliency are available to us and can aid 
in meaningful discussions with your 
children.

We can also build social competency and 
resilience by focusing on the support 
given to the communities in distress 
and, if appropriate, by thinking of ways 
to help the communities affected (e.g.,  
writing letters, collecting needed sup-
plies, and donations to specific helping 
agencies). 

As always, if you feel that you or your 
child needs additional resources or 
support, contact your school and com-
munity mental health providers.  Thank 
you for your responsive parenting that 
helped your children cope with these 
devastating events.

Please contact:  Mrs. Rentschler at 
krentschler@kcsd.org  or Dr. Pearson at 
lpearson@kcsd.org for assistance or with 
comments or ideas for future “What’s on 
Your Mind” topics.

“Coming to America” widened New 
Garden second grade students’ under-
standing of foreign countries and the 
life-changing journeys of immigrants.  
Students embarked on a four-week 
research project.  They read, wrote, 
painted, and practiced songs, poems, 
and plays about the countries they 
researched for classroom performances 
in December. 

Mrs. Sue Yocum read books on Kenya, 
Japan, Mexico, Vietnam, and England 
to her students.  Afterward, she let each 
student choose one of those countries to 
research.  Other teachers had students 
research a country of their family’s ori-
gin.  Across the second grade, students 
also learned about Russia, France, Africa, 
Ireland, Germany, Sweden, Canada, 
Poland, and Scotland.

They learned to search a table of con-
tents and index to see if a book con-
tained needed information.  When they 
found facts in books or online, they 
jotted notes or drew pictures in their 
research journals.  

“Students met a new state Common 
Core standard -- they spent equal time 
reading fiction and non-fiction materi-
als,” said Mrs. Yocum.  In previous years, 
students read fiction 70 percent of the 
time.

Students compiled their research find-
ings into a report or brochure.  They 
wrote about their country’s capital, 

population, agriculture, food, language, 
flag, currency, sports, events, and other 
interesting facts.  

Daniel, 8, learned an important lesson 
while researching Vietnam. “Don’t just 
try to be the first one finished.  Take 
your time.”  

Eight-year-old Jake also learned an 
important research 
idea, “Read what you 
think is interesting.”  
He liked learning how 
to use a table of con-
tents to search for facts.

Students painted and 
sang as part of their 
“Coming to America” 
learning.  Parents 
helped students paint 
flags of their researched 
countries onto T-shirts.

In music class, the 
second grade students 
learned songs from 
foreign countries, such 
as Poland’s “Shoemaker Song,” Ire-
land’s “Wee Falorie Man,” and Sweden’s 
“Sheep Shearing.” 

They memorized poems or lines from 
plays for “Coming to America” perfor-
mances.  Ms. Tessa Pulli said her stu-
dents “showed a lot of responsibility by 
learning lines at home.”  Evan, 8, said, 

Coming to America: 
Students Learn How to Research Their Ancestors

“You have to practice a lot so you don’t 
mess up your lines.”

Every year so many family members 
attend “Coming to America” perfor-
mances that the whole grade cannot 
perform on one day.  “We would not 
have enough parking spaces if everyone 
came the same day,” said Mrs. Yocum.

Parents, brothers and sisters, and 
grandparents crowded into classrooms 
and watched students perform songs, 
poems, and plays about the countries 
they researched.  Afterward, everyone 
sampled foods made by families, such as 
Chinese scallion pancakes, Indian bread, 
and French pastries.  One classroom’s 
favorite was a cake decorated with a 
Kenyan flag.  
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Welcome to the Kennett Consolidated School District’s Parent/Student Resource 
Corner!  In each issue of the newsletter, parents and guardians will find educa-
tional web sites that will help keep their student academically engaged and chal-
lenged outside of the classroom. 

ReadWriteThink: www.readwritethink.org

Engaging resources, games, and activities for students at all grade levels. Every 
lesson plan on ReadWriteThink has been aligned not only to the International 
Reading Association/National Council of Teachers of English Standards for the 
English Language Arts but to individual state standards as well.

Colorín Colorado: www.colorincolorado.org 

A bilingual literacy site that provides information, activities, and advice for 
families and educators of English Language Learners. Colorín Colorado is an 
educational initiative of WETA, the flagship public television and radio station in 
Washington, D.C.

Reading Rockets: www.readingrockets.org 

Interviews with children’s authors, podcasts, games, texts, reading guides, and a 
range of resources to help improve students’ reading skills.  Parents may access 
information and resources on how young kids learn to read, why so many strug-
gle, and how caring adults can help. Reading Rockets is an educational initiative 
of WETA.

Study Island: www.studyisland.com

Reading and math activities for students in grades three through eight specifi-
cally designed to help students master the content specified in the Pennsylvania 
Assessment Anchors and assessed on the PSSA. Username and password assigned 
by classroom teacher.

First In Math: www.firstinmath.com 

Math activities for students in grades kindergarten through eighth that solidify 
basic math skills. After completing certain skill set requirements, students can 
play bonus games that serve as incentives and encourage students to continue to 
achieve. Username and password assigned by student’s math teacher.

Brightstorm: www.brightstorm.com 

Free tutorial videos provided by teachers to help students with their math and sci-
ence homework and prepare them for SAT, ACT, PSAT, and AP exams. Teachers 
explain math and science concepts and work through sample problems covering 
topics such as Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry, Precalculus, Calcu-
lus, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. No username or password needed.

Parent/
Student 
Resource 
Corner

Parent/
Student 
Resource 
Corner

School board members work hard, often behind the 
scenes, to guide the District in providing a quality 
education to more than 4,100 students.  They crunch 
numbers to set budgets, review new curriculums and 
select textbooks, and make the hard calls.  January is 
School Director Recognition Month and the Kennett 
Consolidated School District salutes this special group 
of volunteers – our nine elected members of the 
School Board. 

Mr. Doug Stirling, Board president, said members 
devote 20 to 25 hours each month to Board matters.  
They attend monthly Board and committee meetings, 
as well as other quarterly meetings.  In addition to pre-
viously mentioned roles, they also approve staff hires, 
monitor student progress, interact with community 
members to address concerns, and pour over data.  

To make effective decisions, Board vice-president Mrs. 
Heather Schaen explained that Board members must 
comprehend and assimilate large amounts of varied 
data.  They must understand financial data includ-
ing balance sheets and income statements, academic 
progress reports and testing data, technology, and demo-
graphic data to make informed decisions affecting the school district.

School Board members do not make decisions in a vacuum.  “We work together 
alongside administrators to set educational goals, provide financial oversight, and 
make sure that our students are prepared for life after high school,” said Mr. Stirling.

“Our diverse group of Board members helps us see issues from different perspec-
tives,” said Mrs. Schaen. “We work together to resolve issues.”  The Board is cur-
rently negotiating with both the Kennett Education Association and the support 
staff unions. 

The Board includes professionals, educators, managers, and trades people.  In addi-
tion to Mr. Stirling and Mrs. Schaen, the KCSD Board of Directors includes Mr. 
Michael Finnegan, treasurer; Dr. George Drake, Jr; Mr. Joseph Meola; Mr. Rudy 
Alfonso; Mrs. Aline Frank; Mr. Dominic Perigo, Jr.; and Mrs. Janis Reynolds. 

Mr. Stirling said, “We pride ourselves on having high-quality employees in the 
District.  We want to be able to attract and retain the best in the industry and must 
accomplish this within the financial constraints of our annual district budget.”

Besides making difficult decisions, School Board members celebrate successes.  In 
2012, students were recognized as National Merit Scholar Finalists, National Merit 
Commended Students, and National Hispanic Recognition Program winners; the 
Government Finance Officers Association awarded the District for transparent 
financial reporting; and The Pittsburgh Business Journal ranked Kennett Consolidated 
School District as an “Overachiever” school district.

While School Board members are not paid for their work, Mr. Stirling said “It is 
rewarding to know you are making a positive difference in the lives of young people.  
This becomes apparent after serving on the Board for a while.  I can track a group of 
students through the system and see their personal and academic growth.”

These elected volunteers are your voice in your school district. They are your friends, 
neighbors, community leaders, and parents. They work hard to make sure your con-
cerns are heard and the unique challenges, values, culture, and circumstances of the 
Kennett community are reflected in how your children are educated.

Mr. Stirling and Mrs. Schaen encourage community members to stay informed of 
the issues and offer suggestions and solutions to the challenges the District faces.  
“The Board appreciates all feedback.  It lets us know the community is paying atten-
tion to the issues and supports our efforts to provide the best education possible to 
our children.” 

Send concerns or notes of thanks to School Board members.  Their email addresses 
are available on the District’s website (www.KCSD.org) under the “School Board” 
section.

School Director Recognition Month

Drop us an email at  
PR@KCSD.org.  We’d love 

to hear about projects 
happening in the 

Kennett Consolidated 
School District or 
great news about 
current students and 
graduates alike.

Do  
You 
Have 
News?

(Back row, L-R) Mr. Rudy 
Alfonso,  Dr. George Drake, 
Jr., Mr. Doug Stirling, Mr. Mi-
chael Finnegan, Mr. Joseph 
Meola, (front row, L-R) Mrs. 
Janis Reynolds, Mr. Dominic 
Perigo, Jr., Mrs. Heather 
Schaen, Mrs. Aline Frank 


