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Message from the Board
As you read this edition of the Kennett Consolidated School District newsletter, fall 
will be in full swing.  Although warm sunshine is still possible, the fact is that the 
days are shorter, the air is cooler, and the trees have once again exploded in color.  
These symbols of fall signal the end of summer and the beginning of winter as the 
dormant period necessary before the entire cycle begins anew in spring.

Fall means something different for school districts.  Fall is not the end of a cycle, but 
the beginning of one.  It is a time of rebirth and new beginnings, a time to embark 
on a new school year full of hope and promise.  Teachers and staff members return 
from a summer of recharging batteries and long-range planning in order to welcome 
back new groups of students who, while reluctant perhaps to give up on summer, 
are nonetheless excited about the possibilities the new school year has to offer.

Every indication is that KCSD is off to a great start for the 2009-2010 academic 

By Dr. George P. Drake, Jr., Board President

With an agreement in place with New 
Garden Township, the Kennett Con-
solidated School District is excited to 
announce that the elementary expan-
sion project is ready to move to the next 
stage.  At the October board meeting, 
the board of school directors voted to 
name the school Bancroft Elementary 
School.  Ground-breaking is expected in 
March of 2010 and the school is sched-
uled to open to students in September 
2011.

“We are very excited to finally add the 
final phase of the District’s expansion 
project,” stated Dr. Rudolph Karkosak. 
“The addition of Bancoft Elementary 
School will ease the overcrowding of our 
schools and will enable us to meet the 
needs of our students.”

Once completed, Bancroft Elementary 
School will allow the District to realize 
a long-term savings in the budget by  
eliminating the lease on the New Garden 
Kindergarten Center, eliminating the 
portable classrooms at New Garden and 
Greenwood Elementary Schools, and 
bringing special-needs students back 
from the Child Development Center.

Introducing Bancroft Elementary School

Bancroft Elementary School at a 
Glance

Bancoft Elementary School will be a 
105,000 square-foot building located 
on a gently sloping site. The building is 
designed for the landscape and will be 
one-story in the front and two-stories on 
the side.  The exterior will keep with the 
prevailing architectural look of Chester 
County and will be brick and simulated 
stone with a long-life metal roofing 
system.

Highlights of Bancroft Elementary 
School include:

30 classrooms with the latest IT •	
systems; classrooms will be orga-
nized into pods with six classrooms 
per pod
Special education room with life •	
skills and occupational/physical 
therapy rooms
Two music rooms and music prac-•	
tice rooms
Art room with separate kiln room•	
Multi-purpose room with stage•	
Cafeteria•	
Extensive Media Center•	
Elevator for accessibility•	
Play fields/outdoor playground•	
Fully fire sprinklered•	

Going Green
Bancroft Elementary School will be a 
LEED-certified building.  The Lead-
ership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Green Building Rating 
System™ is an internationally recog-
nized green building certification system, 
providing third-party verification that a 
building was designed and built using 
strategies aimed at improving perfor-
mance across all the metrics that matter 
most: energy savings, water efficiency, 
CO2 emissions reduction, improved 
indoor environmental quality, and stew-
ardship of resources and sensitivity to 
their impacts.  

The LEED rating system has four levels: 
Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum, 
with Platinum being the highest level. 

The Kennett Consolidated School Dis-
trict will be pursuing a Silver rating for 
Bancroft Elementary School. 

The sustainability components of Ban-
croft Elementary School include:

An abundant use of natural lighting•	
Daylight lighting controls •	
Geothermal heating and cooling•	
Maximum insulation for energy •	
efficiency
Extensive use of sustainable building •	
materials 

To follow the progress of Bancroft 
Elementary School visit the Kennett 
Consolidated School District’s website 
starting in March.

Below is the architectural rendering of the Bancroft 
Elementary School.  At left is a close-up of the main 
entrance.  The environmentally-friendly design in-
cludes a brick and simulated stone exterior paired 
with a long-life metal roofing system.
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Message from the Board
year.  Already stories of good things going 
on in our school communities abound; 
stories of solid academic performance, of 
valuable service to the community, and 
of athletic prowess, to name a few.  In my 
mind, though, there are two big stories 
that are great examples of why we are 
fortunate to live in this community and 
to send our children to Kennett schools.  
One is news about student achievement 
and the other is a story about pride in 
our high school coupled with the strong 
relationship we enjoy with our commu-
nity.

Late in the summer we received word 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education that all five of our schools 
individually, and the district as a whole, 
made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
under the Federal No Child Left Behind 
Act.  This was big, BIG news.  Making 
AYP each year is an important bench-
mark and suggests that staff members 

in all the schools and in the central office 
have worked hard to enhance the aca-
demic achievement of all the students in 
our district.  Our AYP status means that 
our efforts to collect and analyze student 
performance data for the purpose of iden-
tifying what does and does not work in 
the classroom are paying off and that staff 
members are making the right data-based 
decisions about improving instruction.

The second story is about the Kennett 
High School homecoming festivities in 
early October.  The day began with a 
well-attended alumni soccer game and 
continued with the inaugural homecom-
ing parade through the borough, led by 
the KHS marching band and complete 
with floats decorated by each of the four 
high school classes, convertibles carrying 
the homecoming court, and even Barclay 
Hoopes (KHS ’64) driving his pristine 
farm tractor!  The parade was followed by 
a festival on the field in front of the high 

school packed with food, games, and 
lots of school spirit.  In the afternoon the 
KHS football team played the homecom-
ing game (and notched a big win), the 
marching band provided a great halftime 
show, and the homecoming king and 
queen were crowned. Numerous KHS 
alumni had the chance to come home 
for a visit and get caught up in the wave 
of school spirit that swept through town 
that day.   

These stories are important ones.  They 
speak volumes about a mutual strength 
of commitment to the diverse Kennett 
community.  They assure community 
members that as a school district, we are 
committed to the academic achievement 
of every child who is a member of our 
school community and they remind us 
that our school district is situated in a 
community that is supportive and proud 
of all that we accomplish in the class-
room, on the field, and in life after KHS.

Continued from page 1

Middle School Scary Stories a Scream
Writing is a core component of the 
curriculum for students in the Kennett 
Consolidated School District, and 
seventh grade language arts teacher Miss 
Kate Brion’s class has just completed 
a writing project that every student 
wholeheartedly embraced!  In honor of 
Halloween, her students spent October 
developing their very own scary stories. 

“I have incorporated the writing of 
books into my curriculum for years,” 
commented Miss Brion. “This year I 
wanted my students to gain experience 
with the creative writing process because 
creative writing is authentic writing … 
scary stories was the perfect choice.”

Working in small groups, students 
collaborated to write an original scary 
story which they then presented to the 
class.  Using an anonymous scoring 
system, each class voted on their top two 
favorite stories; the top story titles were 
Don’t Pass the Corner, The Amish Family, 
The Mall Trip, Micky D’s, The Demon 
Child, and Circus Clown. Each class 
was reorganized into two groups which 
then worked to expand upon the chosen 
stories.

Once the students were satisfied with 
their expanded stories, each story was 
divided into sections which then became 
the page of the book that each student 

would illustrate. To assist with the illus-
trations, Miss Brion invited nationally-
known artist Adrian Martinez to visit 
the class. Based in Downingtown, Mr. 
Martinez’s work, which includes por-
traits, still lifes, landscapes and historical 
paintings, has been shown in galleries 
across the United States and is in many 
public collections.

Mr. Martinez began the first day by 
demonstrating basic drawing techniques 
such as drawing in three-dimensions 
and using perspective. He then con-

sulted with each student as they worked 
on their individual page.  Katherine 
Bontrager and Katherine Thomas both 
worked on story entitled Circus Clown.  
The girls agreed that it was “great to 
have a professional artist come in to 
work with us.”  

Mr. Martinez enjoyed his visit with the 
students as much as the students.  “I’ve 
known Mrs. Brion for years and have 
always admired her dedication to teach-
ing,” he stated. “I wanted to contribute 
to the process … it has been a blast!”

Seventh grader Danielle Hoopes get advice on her illustration from visiting 
artist Mr. Adrian Martinz.

High School Students 
Recognized as National Merit Scholars
Kennett High School is proud to announce that three Kennett 
High School seniors, (L-R) Kayla Iacuzio, Patrick Mallon, and 
Diane Libert, have been recognized as National Merit Semi-
Finalists in the annual National Merit Scholarship Program.  
Kayla, Patrick, and Diane will continue to compete for ap-
proximately 8,200 National Merit Scholarship awards worth 
more than $35 million.  They are among more than 1.5 mil-
lion juniors in over 21,000 high schools who entered the 2009 
National Merit Program by taking the 2007 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) 
which served as an initial screen of program entrants.  

The nationwide pool of semi-finalists represents less than 1% of 
high school seniors and includes the highest scoring entrants in 
each state.  Congratulations and good luck!   
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Be sure to visit www.KCSD.org for up-to-date calendar listings.

November
14 ................................................................ KHS Senior Class Play 7pm
16 .................................................... Curriculum Committee Mtg 7pm  at DO
17 ............................................ End of First Trimester (Elementary Schools)
19 .......................................................... KHS College information Night 7pm
20 .......................................................................... KHS Winter Sports Begin
20 ........................................................................... GW Friday Night Live
20, 23-25 ... K-5 Parent/Teacher Conferences - Early Dismissal, No Kindergarten
23-25 .................... Grades  6-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences - Early Dismissal
23 .................................................................. KHS Chamber Concert 7:30pm
24 ............................................ Elementary/KMS/KHS Conference Night
26, 27, 30 ................................................................................ District Closed

December
2 ......................................................................... KMS PTO Mtg 7:30pm
3 .................................................................. MDL Picture Retakes 9-10am
3 ................................................................................. MDL PTO  Mtg 7pm
3 ................................................................. KHS Kennett Kennect 7pm
3 .................................................................... KHS Friends of Music 7:30pm
4 .......................................................................... KMS Dance 7:30-9:30pm
7 ................................................................... School Board Mtg 7pm at DO
8 ...................................................................................... NG PTO Mtg 7pm
8 .......................................................................... GW Winter Concert 7pm
9 ......................................... Elementary Instrumental Concert 7pm at KHS
9 ....................................................................... KHS Athletic Boosters 7pm
10 ............................................................................... GW PTO Mtg 9:15am
10 .................................................................. KHS Financial Aid Night 7pm
10 ........................................................................ MDL Winter Concert 7pm
12 ......................................................... KHS Mistletoe Magic Dance 7pm
14 .......................................................... Finance Committee Mtg 7pm at DO
16 .......................................................... KHS Graduation Project Mtgs
16 .............................................................. KMS Winter Concert 7pm
17 ............................................................... KHS Winter Concert 7:30pm
21 ......................... Liaison & Communication Committee Mtg 7pm at DO
23 ......................................................................... KHS Alumni Day & Concert
24-25 ................................................................................... District Closed
28-30 ........................................................................................... No School
31 ...................................................................................... District Closed

January

1 ............................................................................................ District Closed
4 ........................................................................................ School Resumes
4 .................................................... Finance Committee Mtg 7pm at DO
6 ............................................................................... KMS PTO Mtg 7:30pm
7 ........................... Professional Development Committee Mtg 4pm at DO
7 ................................................................................. MDL PTO Mtg 7pm
7 ................................................................. KHS Friends of Music 7:30pm

Around the District

Mary D. Lang Elementary School students marched in the 2009 Mushroom Festival 
Parade.  Students and teachers had a wonderful time preparing for and participat-
ing in this event that showcases the spirit of the Kennett Square community.

Marching at 
Mushroom Festival

Middle School Scary Stories a Scream

Hispanics bring together 
the rich traditions of 
their communities with 
centuries-old roots in 
America and the en-
ergy and drive of recent 
immigrants, and Mary 
D. Lang Elementary 
School fifth graders in 
Mrs. Katie Hahn’s class 
celebrated these tradi-
tions during Hispanic 
Heritage Month.  Ob-
served from September 
15 through October 15, 
National Hispanic Heri-
tage Month celebrates the 
culture and traditions of 
those who trace their roots 
to Spain, Mexico and the 
Spanish-speaking nations of Central America, South America and the Caribbean.  

To commemorate Hispanic Heritage Month, students in Mrs. Hahn’s class com-
pleted a biography research project where each student chose a famous person of 
Hispanic heritage to research.  The fifth graders were creative in the people they 
chose to research and students learned about Roberto Clemente, Evelyn Cisneros, 
Jennifer Lopez, Ellen Ochoro, and Pancho Villa. Students presented their research to 
their classmates at the end of the month-long celebration.

According to Mrs. Hahn, the goal of the project was to gain an understanding and 
appreciation of the accomplishments and the “firsts” in the Hispanic culture.  All of 
the students agreed that in addition to having fun, they learned new and interesting 
facts about the person they researched.

Mary D. Lang Celebrates 
Hispanic Heritage Month

Joey Pennington presents his research on Roberto Clemente 
to his peers.

Pumpkin Math Puts 
Students in Halloween Spirit
Do you know how many seeds are in a pumpkin?  Can you estimate the weight by 
just lifting a pumpkin?  In honor of Halloween third graders at New Garden El-
ementary School worked to answer these questions and others as part of Pumpkin 
Math Day.  Third grade teacher Mrs. Beth Decker explained the purpose of Pump-
kin Math Day was to give students hands-on experience with the math concepts 
they were learning.  

To start the day’s activities each class read How Many Seeds are in a Pumpkin, a 
sincere story that teaches math and science concepts while modeling kind behavior. 
After reading the story, the students worked in groups to measure the circumference, 
estimate the weight, and count the lines and seeds of their pumpkin.  Each student 
kept their own pumpkin math journal throughout the activity, describing the char-
acteristics of their pumpkin using their senses.  After the groups completed their data 
collection, they showed their work to the class using the SmartBoard. 

“The students have a great time with the activities,” stated Mrs. Decker. “And the 
teachers and volunteers just smile because we know how nicely the activities dovetail 
with the third grade math unit on data collection and graphing.” 

To end the day, each group drew their perfect jack-o-lantern, which was then carved 
by a parent volunteer.  Members of the group drew names to decide who among the 
group would take the jack-o-lantern home. 

National Merit Commended 
Students Recognized
Kennett High School is proud to announce that Emily Cook, Iain Grigsby, Alec 
Lessner, Laura May, Mollie McDowell, Christopher Myers, Keigo Shimomuro, 
and Catherine Walsh have been honored as commended students in the annual 
National Merit Scholarship Program.  Although these students do not continue in 
the competition for Merit Scholarships, they placed among the top 5% of the 1.4 
million students who entered the 2009 Merit Scholarship competition.  

In addition, Sawyer Traver has been named a finalist in the National Hispanic 
Recognition Program.  The National Hispanic Recognition Program was estab-
lished to provide national recognition to the exceptional academic achievements 
of Hispanic high school seniors.

The Kennett Consolidated School District is proud of these students for their ac-
complishments and wishes them all the best in their senior year.
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Athletics
Soccer Team Welcomes Alumni 

In honor of Kennett High School’s 2009 Homecoming, soccer coach Pete Dicce invited any and all former Kennett soccer players to be 
honored before the team’s game against Bishop Shanahan. Over 40 former players accepted the invitation.  The oldest former player to 
take part in the festivities was 1944 Kennett High School graduate A. Duer Pierce Jr. who played fullback.

"It was good to have all these guys back … they made the day extra special for the current team," stated Coach Pete Dicce. “We are all 
looking forward to next year’s Homecoming.”

Former players who are interested in joining the team during next year’s Homecoming should contact Coach Dicce at Kennett High 
School.

KHS Golf Team 
Brings Home Honors

The Kennett High School Golf Team finished their season as the Ches-Mont 
American Division Champions and placed second overall at the Ches-Mont 
Championships.  The team also placed fourth at the PIAA District 1 Team 
Championships.  

Individual accomplishments include:

Ryan Barba: tied for 2nd place at the Ches-Mont Championships, 11th •	
place at the PIAA District I Championships and tied for 24th place at the 
PIAA Eastern Regional Championships.

Zach Dilcher: tied for 7th place at the Ches-Mont Championships and tied •	
for 14th place at the PIAA District I Championships.

Members of the Kennett High School Golf Team include: (front row, L-R) Chris 
Coughlan, Brad Smith, Ryan Cooper, Adam Birmingham, (middle row, L-R) 
Wesley Schwarz, Kenshi Kobayashi, Sam Ettinger, Hunter Chambers, (back row, 
L-R) Coach John Griffith, TJ Carpus, Brooks Vaile, and Zach Dilcher. Members 
of the team not present for picture include: Ryan Barba, Luke Conrad and Sam 
Caspers. Congratulations guys for a great season!

Freshman Tennis Player 
Takes Home the Prize

Congratulations to freshman tennis player Stephanie White for taking first place 
at the Ches-Mont American Division Singles Championships and advancing to 
the PIAA District I AAA Singles Championships.
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Fine Arts

Julissa Marcelo
Grade 3 - Greenwood Elementary School

Avery Brothers
Grade 12 - Kennett High School

Kelsey Schmeckpepper
Grade 12 - Kennett High School

Katie Reidinger
Grade 8 - Kennett Middle School

Ben Skross
Grade 5 - New Garden Elementary School

Jenny Martinez
Grade 5 - Mary D. Lang Elementary School
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All Around the Schools

Fourth graders at Greenwood Elemen-
tary School flocked to the basketball 
courts ready to shoot hoops with friends 
and raise money for Liam, a former 
Greenwood Elementary School student 
who was diagnosed with Mucopolysac-
charide (MPS). MPS is a progressive 
disease where the body does not have an 
enzyme responsible for removing and 
breaking down waste at the cell level.  
Laim’s friends Dominic D’Angelo and 
Drew Moskey, fourth graders at Green-
wood decided to hold a fundraiser for 
Liam to help him and his family, as well 
as to raise awareness of MPS. 

The two students started by creating a 
plan and meeting with Principal Tracey 
Marino to talk about the fundraiser.  “I 
love that Dominic and Drew thought of 
this idea on their own and really pursued 
it,” explained Ms. Marino.  The students 
also met with the fourth grade team of 
teachers.  “It’s great to see students so 
proactive in helping a friend,” com-
mented Ms. Elizabeth Weaver, fourth 
grade teacher.  

Each student paid a minimum of one 
dollar for three free throws.  “A lot of 

Greenwood Students Throw Hoops for a Good Cause
people like to play basketball and we 
thought this would be a great way to get 
our friends involved,” stated Dominic.  

Drew agreed that it is important to share 
Liam’s story with their peers.  “We want 
to tell people about our friend Liam,” 
explained Drew.  “We just want to make 
sure he will be OK.”

Drew was involved in another fundraiser 
for Liam where he set up a refreshment 
stand at a yard sale.  
“I raised $100 for 
Liam at the re-
freshment stand,” 
stated Drew.  “It 
was a lot of fun, 
too.”

Above: Drew Moskey collects a donation from Simon 
Kail  during the Throw Hoops for a Good Cause 
fundraiser.

Right: Jack Mangan lines up his free throw.

The Kennett Consolidated School Dis-
trict held a science fair kick-off event in 
September at Kennett Middle School for 
students in grades four through eight to 
get them excited about the world of sci-
ence and the upcoming Chester County 
Science Fair.  The Curriculum Council, 
comprised of parents, district admin-
istrators and community members, 
organized the event as a way to enhance 
students’ academic experience.

“Students attended the science fair kick-
off event in an effort to motivate them 
to explore scientific concepts and princi-
ples,” explained Mrs. Elizabeth Munson, 
parent volunteer and Curriculum Coun-
cil member.  “We wanted to provide our 
students with an exciting day of science 
exploration and investigation to kick-off 
county-level science fairs.”

Students traveled to each booth where 
local businesses exhibited scientific ex-
periments and demonstrations pertain-
ing to their area of expertise.  “Students 
talked to scientists and experts about 
their careers,” stated Mrs. Munson.  
“They also learned that scientists use the 
skills their teachers are asking them to 
master now.”

Ms. Sharon Diamond, a scientist from 
Incyte Corporation, knows first-hand 
the importance of science fairs.  “My 
first science fair was very intimidating 
when I was younger,” explained Ms. Di-
amond.  “I was given an experiment to 
do and I had no idea what it was about.  
I remember going to my local library to 
look it up and further investigate it.  It 

Science Fair Kick-Off 
Event Reveals a World of Wonder

was very exciting!”  Ms. 
Diamond went on to 
win the science fair and 
has had a passion for sci-
ence ever since.

“It’s important for 
students to conduct 
hands-on experiments,” 
stated Ms. Diamond.  
“It sparks their interests 
and motivates them to 
further investigate the 
concept or idea.”

New Garden Elemen-
tary School fifth grad-
ers Arianna Meola and 
Kylee Harvey in Ms. 
Katherine Pedrick’s class 
were excited to attend 
the science fair kick-off 
event.  “We’re having a 
really great time visiting 
each booth and seeing 
what types of experi-
ments the scientists are 
showing us,” explained 
Kylee.  “It’s interesting to see what a 
scientist does for their job.” 

Arianna agreed that the science fair 
kick-off was a lot of fun.  “It’s so much 
fun learning about science and seeing 
how the experiments are conducted,” 
said Arianna.  “It’s much better to see an 
experiment up close rather than seeing 
pictures about it in a book.”

In addition to local exhibitors, the 
Franklin Institute’s Traveling Science 

Show graced the middle school’s gymna-
sium with a variety of fun experiments 
showing students the power of science, 
energy and weather!  Peter DeCarolis 
from the Franklin Institute invited 
student volunteers up on stage to assist 
with several experiments. 

Mrs. Munson was amazed by the 
outpouring of support from the local 
businesses.  “Many business people took 
one or two days off from work because 
they wanted to share their excitement 

and love of science with our students,” 
stated Mrs. Munson.  “We had partici-
pation from Astra Zeneca International, 
the Chester County Intermediate Unit, 
Comverge Inc., Du Pont Corporation, 
Exelon, WL Gore and Associates, Hen-
drix Orthodontics, Incyte Corporation, 
First State Robotics, and Kaolin Mush-
room Farms, Inc.” 

Thank you to everyone who donated their 
time to make the event such a success!

Sharon Diamond from Incyte Corporation involved students in a hands-on activity at her table.
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The Kennett High School’s blue and 
white colors splashed through State 
Street in Kennett Square as part of the 
inaugural homecoming parade celebra-
tion held at the beginning of October.  
The first of its kind, the parade proudly 
featured class floats, athletic teams, and 
the high school marching band while 
the 2009 homecoming court rode in 
convertibles.  Community members, 
parents, teachers, staff, and alumni also 
participated in the parade.

“The parade was a great way to celebrate 
our Kennett community and recognize 
the outstanding students we have at the 
high school,” commented Kennett High 
School Principal Dr. Michael Barber.  
“Thank you to everyone who made our 
homecoming parade and festival a huge 
success!”  

The parade route began in the high 
school’s front parking lot and took 
participants up Broad Street into town, 
turning left onto State Street and mak-
ing another left onto Union Street, 
concluding back in the high school’s 
parking lot.   “To turn the corner at 
State Street onto Union Street and see 
the parade from behind the last car was 
simply amazing!” stated Dr. Barber.  

At the end of the parade, an all-school 
community picnic was held prior to 
the start of the varsity football game 
against Octorara.  Dean of Students 
Mr. Lorenzo DeAngelis said the parade 
created a strong sense of community.  
“It brought together all of our students, 
staff, community members, parents, 
alumni, and business owners that make 
up the Kennett community,” explained 

Kennett High School Expands Homecoming
Mr. DeAngelis.  “The homecoming 
parade was by far the best event I’ve at-
tended in my nine years at Kennett!”

Congratulations to students Eduardo 
Zavala and Alyssa Weaver who were 
crowned homecoming King and Queen 
during the varsity football game’s half-
time show.  The high school’s marching 
band also performed.  

Prior to homecoming weekend, 
Kennett High School students cele-
brated Blue Demon pride with week-
long festivities ranging from mismatch 
day, where students dressed in funky 
colors and patterns, to the school-wide 
pep rally that was held at the athletic 
complex. 

Kennett High School junior 
Javier Rivera attended the 
Young Men Rising Confer-
ence, held earlier this academ-
ic year in Chicago.  The goal 
of the conference was to bring 
together young men between 
the ages of 16 and 24 from 
throughout the country to 
discuss and share stories from 
their community in order to 
learn how to build a better 
world.  

“The conference was an amaz-
ing experience that helped 
me to start thinking about 
ways that I can become a 
better leader in my commu-
nity,” stated Javier.  “I left the 
conference thinking about my 
future and feeling confident in 
what lay ahead of me.”

At the conference, participants discussed current events surrounding their com-
munity by sharing personal stories.  “The idea was that we return to our individ-
ual communities as a leader and contributor,” explained Javier.  “It was especial-
ly inspiring to be attending the conference in our President’s hometown.”

The Young Men Rising Conference was sponsored by the W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion.  W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s mission is to support children, families, and 
communities as they strengthen and create conditions that propel vulnerable 
children to achieve success as individuals and as contributors to the larger com-
munity and society.  

KHS Junior is 
a Young Man Rising 

Friday’s pep rally helped to 
kick-off KHS’s Homecoming 
Weekend festivities, which 
have been called the “best 
ever!”

A Day of Fun, A Day of Play

Kennett Middle School, in conjunction with the school’s PTO, sponsored the 
Annual Sixth Grade Fun Day.  The goal of this event is to help acclimate sixth 
graders to the middle school and give them an opportunity to experience an 
after-school activity before the first dance. “We had a record number of sixth 
graders attend this year,” commented assistant principal Karen Gerlach. “It was 
great to see them getting to know each other in a social setting.”

For two hours, students had a fantastic time playing games such as Guitar Hero, 
Dance Dance Revolution, and competing against each other in scooter relays, an 
obstacle course, and face painting, to name a few.  

“I thought it was really fun and I had a good time,” said Emma Rasero.  Sophie 
Mulry agreed, saying, “I liked all the games and I liked getting my face painted 
like a puppy dog.”

A snack was provided by the PTO prior to the festivities.  A big thank you to the 
amazing parent volunteers for all of their help.



Page 8

KCSD Welcomes 
New Member to 
School Board of Directors

KCSD to Release 
Communication Survey 
We need to hear from you!

The Kennett Consolidated School 
District (KCSD) Communications 
Committee was formed to implement 
the District’s strategic plan goals of 
assessing the District’s communication 
efforts and developing a comprehensive 
communication plan. In September, 
the committee, along with a commu-
nications consultant, conducted focus 
groups with local residents, parents, 
students, teachers, and administrators 
to gather information about the quality 
of KCSD’s communication efforts and 
to understand stakeholders’ communi-
cation needs and preferences. Using the 
information gathered, the committee 
developed a communication survey for 
you to complete in order to develop 
and implement a comprehensive com-
munication plan for the District. 

The communications survey will be 
available both on the District web site 
and on paper for parents, staff, and 
students in November/December and 
for the community in the February is-
sue of the District’s newsletter.  Parents 
will be sent an email with a link to the 
survey or they can choose to complete 
the paper version when they visit 
their child’s school for parent/teacher 
conferences in November. The surveys 
will be kept strictly anonymous while 
providing everyone with an opportu-
nity to express specific concerns.   

The committee hopes you will take the 
time (15 minutes) to complete the sur-
vey. Everyone’s thoughts and opinions 
are vitally important to the success of 
this important effort.  Thank you in 
advance. 

District News

The Kennett Consolidated School District was recognized by the Pennsylvania 
School Boards Association (PSBA) for producing high-quality publications in-
cluding the District newsletter, website and calendar.  The PSBA received a total 
of 210 entries from across the state for its 40th Annual Educational Publication 
Contest.  The District newsletter and website were presented with an Award of 
Excellence, the highest possible ranking in the contest while the District calendar 
was presented with an Award of Honorable Mention. 

KCSD Publications and 
Website Win Awards

New Garden Elementary Presents Eco-Sculptures
When she was named ‘Green Queen’ 
by the New Garden Elementary School 
PTO, Mrs. Kim Anderson wasn’t quite 
sure how she was going to raise aware-
ness of the three Rs – reuse, renew and 
recycle.  Then her son, a fifth grader at 
New Garden, came home from church 
with an assignment to create a sculp-
ture out of trash.  “I was amazed at his 
creativity and the creativity of his seven 
classmates,” Mrs. Anderson commented. 
“And I thought if eight kids can do 
this, why not 700!”  And that is how 
Recyclart, the creative use of materials 
that would otherwise be thrown away, 
was born at New Garden Elementary 
School.

After a few weeks of collecting recy-
clables and non-recyclables in her base-
ment, Mrs. Anderson turned over boxes 
filled with what most people call garbage 
to New Garden Elementary School art 
teacher Mrs. Andrea Dunmire. “I have 
been waiting for a project like this,” 
stated Mrs. Dunmire. “I also have been 
collecting odds and ends and when Mrs. 
Anderson contacted me I knew we had a 
perfect school-wide art project.”

Each class at New Garden Elementary 
School is creating six to seven eco-
sculptures over two class periods.  The 
eco-sculptures will be on display during 
parent/teacher conferences at the end of 
November.  Mrs. Dunmire began each 
class period by showing the students 

pictures of sculptures by artists who use 
recyclables and non-recyclables as their 
medium. Mrs. Dumire explained, “I 
wanted the pictures to inspire the stu-
dents to see the items in the boxes not as 
trash, but as art.”

Working in groups the student chose 
raw materials from the boxes of ‘trash’ 
lining the hallway outside of the art 
room and then went to work deciding 
how the pieces would fit together. Mrs. 
Dunmire explained that by working in 
groups on an art project is a great way 
to encourage students to cooperate and 
gives them an opportunity to practice 
negotiation skills. 
Once the group had 
reached a consensus 
on their eco-sculpture 
a parent volunteer 
would use a hot glue 
gun to bring their 
artwork to life.

“This has been a fan-
tastic project,” Mrs. 
Dunmire said with 
a smile. “Students at 
every grade level have 
embraced the con-
cept and the parent 
volunteers have been 
wonderful to work 
with … I can’t wait to display the final 
eco-sculptures.”

(Above) Anna Pundt (L) and Kyle Mc-
Dermott (R) brainstorm how to give 
their eco-sculpture height.

(Left) Second graders explain to par-
ent volunteer Mrs. Amy Cziraky how 
they would like her to hot glue their 
eco-sculpture together.

The Kennett Consolidated School District welcomes the newest member of the 
board of school directors – Mrs. Janis Reynolds.  Mrs. Reynolds was elected to 
the board of school directors on November 3, and will represent Kennett Town-
ship/Independent #1.  She will begin her four-year term beginning in December 
2009, replacing Mr. James Joyce whose term expires.

“I knew this was the time for me to step up and make a difference,” Mrs. Reyn-
olds commented. “Between the construction of the new elementary school and a 
new superintendent joining us, this is an exciting time for the Kennett Consoli-
dated School District.”

Mrs. Reynolds is no stranger to volunteering with the Kennett Consolidated 
School District.  She was an active member of the Greenwood Elementary School 
PTO for four years, serving as president for two years. Mrs. Reynolds is currently 
a volunteer with the Kennett Middle School PTO.

In addition to volunteering with the middle school PTO, Mrs. Reynolds is the 
president of the Kennett Education Foundation, and is the leader of her daugh-
ter’s Junior Girl Scout troop. “I enjoy working with the Kennett Education Foun-
dation ... the money we raise directly benefits the students and teachers,” Mrs. 
Reynolds commented.  “The mission is simple, yet so very powerful!”

Mrs. Reynolds noted that the priorities for her are ensuring that the Kennett 
Consolidated School District is spending money wisely. “The District is in a very 
good place, and I am looking forward to being a part of that momentum,” she 
stated.

Janis and her husband, Allan, have one daughter.


