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Congratulations to Kennett 
Middle School teacher Mr. 
Philip Reggio for being named 
a Citadel Heart of Learning 
Award finalist!  Mr. Reggio is a 
sixth grade social studies teacher 
and gifted resource teacher who 
has worked in the  District for 
13 years.  Since  nominations 
are kept secret, he was pleasantly 
surprised by the announcement 
during a faculty meeting.  

“I’m honored to be selected 
as a finalist from our school 
district,” commented Mr. Reg-
gio.  “To be selected from such 
a talented, committed, and 
outstanding group of teachers 
literally left me speechless.”

Mr. Reggio said that in his past 
20 years working with children 
there have been several special 
people who helped him become 
the best educator he could be.  
“Their guidance and support 

Kennett Middle School Teacher 
Named Citadel Heart of Learning Finalist

has been an invaluable resource to 
me,” stated Mr. Reggio.  “I truly 
appreciate and respect them tre-
mendously, not only as educators, 
but also as people.” 

Mr. Reggio believes that it’s the 
“teachable” moments which pres-
ent themselves unexpectedly that 
he enjoys most.  “I enjoy being a 
role model for young people,” ex-
plained Mr. Reggio.  “It’s especially 
rewarding to have former students 
visit.” 

The Citadel Heart of Learning 
Award began seven years ago to 
recognize and celebrate the inspi-
rational and exceptional teachers 
in Chester County.  Three winners 
are selected from fifteen finalists at 
the award ceremony.  Congratula-

tions Mr. Reggio!  The Kennett 
Consolidated School District is 
proud of all you do for the students 
at Kennett Middle School!

Kennett Middle School social studies teacher Mr. Philip 
Reggio (left) receives the Citadel Heart of Learning final-
ist award from Citadel’s Senior Vice President Michael 
Schnably.

An Update on the New Elementary 
School

On April 11, 2008 the Kennett Consoli-
dated School District filed an application 
with New Garden Township for condi-
tional use approval to construct a new 
elementary school on an approximate 20 
acre property located just to the west of 
the intersection of Bancroft and Pember-
ton Roads, commonly referred to as “the 
Sproat property.” Conditional use hear-
ings commenced in June, 2008 and ended 
on March 9, 2009 with the Township 
Board of Supervisors voting to approve 
the use subject to 30 conditions. On April 
23, 2009 KCSD appealed five of the 30 
conditions to the Chester County Court of 
Common Pleas.

Two of the five conditions appealed require 
the installation of a traffic signal at the 
intersection of Old Baltimore Pike and 
Bancroft Road as well as restricting turn-
ing movements at the intersection to only 
right-in and right-out movements during 
the interim time period prior to a traffic 
signal becoming permitted or “warranted” 
at the intersection. The Township con-
siders the intersection of Old Baltimore 
Pike and Bancroft Road to be a “problem 
intersection” and in turn placed the entire 
burden on KCSD to fix the problem.  
Although KCSD school buses travel Ban-
croft Road today, the addition of the new 
elementary school will not significantly 
increase that number.

The Township and the KCSD disagree 
on the Township’s legal ability to impose 
what is known as “off-site transportation 
or road improvements.” The Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code states that 
a municipality may impose reasonable 
conditions as part of a conditional use ap-
proval other than those related to off-site 
transportation and road improvements.  
KCSD negotiated for many months with 
the Township Planning Commission (who 
was a party to the hearings) and, despite 
no legal obligation to do so, agreed to con-
tribute $350,000 toward improvements, 
including a traffic signal, at that intersec-
tion.  Both KCSD and the Township 

Message from 
the Board

Fifth grade students in the Academically 
Talented program learned how to create 
wikis as they embarked on an interactive, 
web-based research project.  According to 
Webster’s Dictionary, a wiki is “a collabor-
ative website whose content can be edited 
by anyone who has access to it.”

Continuing to promote technology in the 
classroom, academically talented coor-
dinator Ms. Mary Ella Verdes asked her 
students to research the American Revo-
lution and create wikis.  Students took an 
in-depth look into the documents created 
during the American Revolution includ-
ing the Constitution, Articles of Confed-
eration, the Preamble, Bill of Rights, and 
the Declaration of Independence.  

Students were grouped together as they 
researched the documents.  However, 
technology now allows students to form 
groups extending beyond the school 
building.  “Each team member consisted 

District’s Academically Talented Program 
Encourages 21st Century Learners

Fifth grader Rachael Zdebski uses a Smart Board to 
access the wiki that was created about the Ameri-
can Revolution.  

of a member from Greenwood 
Elementary, Mary D. Lang 
Elementary and New Garden 
Elementary,” explained Ms. 
Verdes.  “Group members 
were able to connect with each 
other through the wiki.  It’s a 
wonderful way for students to 
become familiar with technol-
ogy as well as to begin form-
ing connections with other 
District students.”

All communication among 
group members took place 
in the wiki.  From delegating 
tasks to posting research infor-
mation, students were highly 
interactive with each other 
throughout the process. Upon 
their findings, students wrote an opinion 
piece discussing if our country is adhering 
to the beliefs of the founding fathers. 

“In addition to practicing research skills, 
students were also tested on their com-
munication skills,” stated Ms. Verdes.  
“Group members decided how they 
would notify their team about their find-
ings.  Would they decide to write all the 
information down for the team or would 
they direct a group member to a website 
they used?”

Students created profiles including infor-
mation that helped their group members 
get to know them.  Ms. Verdes noted that 

the wiki is a highly secure site that is not 
made available for public consumption.  
In order for students to access the wiki, 
a log in and password were set up and 
shared with parents.  

Ms. Verdes explained the many benefits 
of students creating wikis, in particular 
being that it is a highly collaborative 
activity.  “Using a wiki is a team-driven 
project that allows our students to have 
across-school partners,” said Ms. Verdes.  
“It is a great way to introduce students 
to conducting online research as well as 
strengthening their writing skills.  Fur-
thermore, students learn the importance 
of collaboration and teamwork.”  
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The Kennett Consolidated School 
District recently held a 24 ® Game 
tournament where elementary students 
competed with other students from 
across the District.  The object of the 24 
® Game is to make the number 24 from 
the four numbers on a game card.  

“The 24® Game offers students the 
opportunity to understand numbers and 
fact fluency without using paper and 
pencils,” explained Ms. Leslie Bausch, 
elementary math coach.  “It’s a fun and 
exciting way for students to practice the 
basic facts in a game format.”   

A player can add, subtract, multiply and/
or divide, and all four numbers on the 
card must be used only once.  However, 
a player does not have to use all four 
operations in their solution.  The first 
player to figure out how to do this wins 
that round. 

With the answer always 24, the 24® 
Game helps students eliminate anxiety 
about getting the right answer.  Students 
then can focus on understanding the 
math process and patterns.

Elementary Students Join Together 
for 24® Game Tournament

New Garden Elementary School parent volunteer Paul 
Maynor serves as the proctor during the 24 ® Game 
tournament.  (L-R) Mary D. Lang students J.J. Becerr 
and Kaylee Carter with Greenwood Elementary student 
Allie Taylor participate in the tournament.

The 24® Game is offered 
to students in grades 3-5 
in each of the District’s 
elementary schools.  Twice 
a month students join 
Ms. Mary Lynn Vincent, 
the District’s curriculum 
supervisor for mathemat-
ics and science, to practice 
their mental computa-
tional skills, problem 
solving skills, and critical 
thinking ability using the 
24® Game.  

Congratulations to Mary 
D. Lang Elementary 
School third grader Chris 
Brooks (1st place for ad-
dition/subtraction game), 
Mary D. Lang Elemen-
tary School third grader 
Giovanni DiCicco (1st 
place add/subtract/multi-
ply/divide), New Garden 
Elementary School fourth 
grader Aidan Schmidt (1st 
place single digits), and 
New Garden Elementary 
School fifth grader Alex Mark (1st place 
single digits).  

Kennett High School Opens Its Doors 
to Understanding Cultural  Differences 
Proving once again the ability of our 
youth to break down the barriers our 
society often creates among cultures, 
students at Kennett High School 
hosted the eighth annual Multicultur-
al & Diversity Awareness Conference.  
The free event included thought-
provoking workshops, a delicious 
ethnic lunch, and a dynamic keynote 
address by Mr. Tomás Hanna, Chief 
of School Operations for the School 
District of Philadelphia.

Mr. Hanna spoke of the inspira-
tional people in his life, including his 
mother, who came to Philadelphia 
from Puerto Rico, single and preg-
nant, in the 1960’s.  Instead of sitting 
back and waiting for assistance, she 
reached out to people who could help 
her advance.  She became a teacher in 
Philadelphia and eventually was the 
first Latina principal in Pennsylvania.

“Find mentors who can influence your 

life,” Hanna said.  “You need caring and 
positive adults in your life for you to 
succeed.”  Hanna also encouraged the 

students to always do their best, saying, 
“Your work is a reflection of you and of 
your family.”

Kennett High School Assistant Prin-
cipal Mr. Raymond Fernandez stated 
that the purpose of the conference 
is to share an understanding of the 
various efforts that people have made 
to promote a more successful liv-
ing environment for everyone and to 
develop an association of people from 
many backgrounds, experiences, and of 
similar interests and goals.  

Over 300 people attended the event 
representing 12 schools and nonprofit 
organizations, including Philadelphia, 
Norristown, Chester, Unionville, and 
York High Schools.  A special thank 
you to this year’s sponsors and to 
Kennett High School’s cafeteria and 
custodial staff for making this event 

possible.

Planning Commission felt that this 
sum of money represented a fair share 
contribution to improvement of the 
intersection.  The Board of Supervi-
sors felt otherwise, and conditioned 
approval on KCSD’s funding all of 
the improvements deemed necessary 
by PennDOT.  After a meeting with 
PennDOT officials following the 
close of the hearings it became evi-
dent that installation of a traffic signal 
at the subject intersection, along with 
other associated improvements sought 

Continued from page 1

Keynote speaker Mr. Tomás Hanna delivered an 
inspiring message to the attendees of the Mul-
ticultural & Diversity Awareness Conference.

Message from the Board
by PennDOT, may cost well in excess of 
$350,000.

KCSD is certainly concerned about the 
safety of busing its children to and from 
school as well as the safety of its motor-
ing parents, teachers, and employees.  
But what KCSD is not in favor of is 
becoming the sole funding resource to 
correct less than optimum road condi-
tions which exist today in the Township 
and which the Township has, to date, 
failed to address. –This is particularly 

true in light of the fact that private de-
velopment continues in the area of this 
intersection without, to KCSD’s knowl-
edge, financial contribution from those 
sources..  KCSD would like to contrib-
ute to the improvement of the Bancroft 
Road and Old Baltimore Pike intersec-
tion to the degree it reasonably can, and 
KCSD would like others to participate 
in like fashion.  We hope to continue to 
talk with the Township about this issue 
through the appeal process and work out 
a solution that is mutually acceptable to 
both the Township and KCSD. 
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Middle School Math Carnival 
Provides a Hands-On Learning Environment
Like all carnivals, the Kennett Middle School’s Math Carnival had games, prizes, and 
food.  The difference was that, instead of relying on hand-eye coordination, this car-
nival’s attendees used their math smarts to win prizes.  Under the direction of seventh 
grade science and math teacher Ms. Gretchen Coe, with support from the seventh grade 
staff, the math carnival provided student participants the opportunity to explore a vari-
ety of math techniques, strategies, and problem solving in a fun and unique way!  

“Our goal is to engage all types of learners by using a more hands-on math experience,” 
explained Ms. Coe.  “By playing a math game, the students are reinforcing mathemati-
cal concepts they have learned in class.  The connection makes math more meaningful 
and easily remembered by the students.”    

Math “stations” highlighted twenty different math anchors with eligible content includ-
ed in each station.  Stations included innovative math problems such as Proportions 
Pizza where students presented three pizza stands.  Each stand sold a different size pizza 
for a different price.  Although the slices of the pizza are the same, the price was not.  
Students were asked to calculate the correct price per slice (unit price) to determine 
which pizza stand had the best deal.  Students followed up with additional questions 
and answers.    

“The math carnival was made possible thanks to the inspiration of the staff and the help 
of our great volunteers,” commented Ms. Coe.  “The parents and members of Kennett 
Middle School have been tremendously generous in preparing for the carnival.”

When something is fun, we naturally 
want to work harder to become better at 
it.  Writing can be a challenge for many 
students, while others find writing just 
plain boring.  To help their students 
develop a passion for writing, the fifth 
grade teachers at each of the Kennett 
Consolidated School District’s elemen-
tary schools have customized the writing 
curriculum using innovative and fun 
approaches.

“We want our students to develop a 
passion for writing,” explained elemen-
tary writing coach Ms. April Reynolds.  
“Children need to understand the 
importance of learning how to write, 
especially at the elementary level.”

As part of the District’s language arts 
curriculum, fifth grade students are in-
troduced to three different writing styles 
(persuasive, informational, and narra-
tive) and how each style requires them to 
write in a different way for a 
different audience.  

“We teach students P.I.E., 
which stands for Persuading, 
Informing, and Entertain-
ing,” explained Ms. Reynolds.  
“The critical element for 
students to understand when 
writing is that they need to 
adjust their writing according 
their audience.”

The goal of the fifth grade 
writing curriculum is to 
prepare students for success 
at the middle and high school 
levels where they will be 
required to “write to learn.”  
“At the middle school and high 
school levels our students will 
need to research a topic and 
then inform or persuade their reader 
about that topic,” stated Ms. Reynolds.  
“And as we know, being able to inform 
or persuade a reader doesn’t end after 
high school … we are introducing the 
fifth graders to a skill they will use for 
the rest of their lives.”

Fifth Grade Writing Curriculum 
Encourages Creativity in the Classroom

For students in any writing class, inspira-
tion is key, and luckily, inspiration can 
be found at each of the elementary 
schools.

At New Garden Elementary School, 
fifth grade students were busy persuad-
ing their peers on why drinking milk 
is a healthy choice.  Fifth grade teacher 
Ms. Kristin Carroll asked students to 
research the health benefits of drinking 
milk and write a persuasive essay based 
on their findings.  

“The project was a great way to help 
students determine the difference 
between persuasive and informational 
writing,” explained Ms. Carroll.  “They 
learned how to put the facts into their 
own words in order to be persuasive.”  
Students created posters featuring their 
essays and pictures of them with their 
milk moustaches are on display in the 
cafeteria.  

Fifth grade students at Mary D. Lang El-
ementary School recently published their 
own books!  Students chose three pieces 
of writing reflecting the three differ-
ent genres they studied throughout the 
school year.  Students wrote dedications 
and title pages, as well as illustrations for 
each story.

Students explored the 
five-step writing process: 
pre-writing, writing, edit-
ing, proofreading, and 
publishing.  Creativity also 
played a role throughout the 
project as students illustrated 
pictures for each story.  “Stu-
dents really embraced the 
project from start to finish,” 
explained Mr. Troy Har-
ris, writing teacher.  “The 
project gave students the op-
portunity to learn first-hand 
about the writing process.” 

This was possible due to a 
program known as Studen-
treasures® writing proj-
ects which helps students 
understand the writing 
process as they publish their 
own writing.  “It’s important 
for students to see that they 
can be successful writers,” 
commented Mr. Harris.  
“Under this project, we hope 
to promote a love of reading 
and writing to our elementary 
school students.”

In addition, fourth grade students were 
also busy creating class books under the 
Studentreasures® writing project.  Each 
student contributed a piece of writing 
for their class book.  The published 
books are in full-color and hardbound.  
Each book has the author’s name and 
book title on the spine and features the 
dedication and title page.  

New Garden Elementary School held 
its annual Young Author’s Day to show 
students the importance of writing.  
Throughout the day, writers visited 
students and held workshops to teach 
students about their craft.  A variety of 
writers, from poets to sports writers, and 
children’s book authors, offered their 
expertise on writing.  

“Young Author’s Day helps our students 
see the numerous ways that writing is 
fun!” explained Ms. Elizabeth Munson, 

PTO member and organizer of the 
event.  “By meeting with writers and 
learning about the different types of 
writing, students can better understand 
the career choices of a writer.”

Mr. Mark Cofta was one of over 35 
writers visiting the students.  Mr. Cofta 
is a playwright and theater reviewer 
who teaches at the Art Institute of 
Philadelphia.   “Young Author’s Day is 
a wonderful introduction to showing 
students how writing is fun,” stated Mr. 
Cofta.  “The day encourages students to 
use their creativity.  It also reminds them 
that they, too, can be a writer.”  

Young Author’s Day was started by Ms. 
Mary Beth Lauer about 25 years ago.  
“The day offers students the opportu-
nity to experience and learn about all 
the different writing styles and genres,” 
explained Ms. Lauer.  “It helps bring the 
writing process to life as real-life authors 
share their stories.”

New Garden Elementary School fifth grader Miller 
Beyer shows off his milk moustache!

Singer-Songwriter Mr. Joe Reilly encourages stu-
dents to create lyrics as part of Young Author’s Day.

(pictured above L-R) Ms. Christine Finn, Veronica Lopez, Yessica Isais 
Vallejo, and Brett Rose participate in the seventh grade math carnival.
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The Kennett Consolidated School District is proud to 
announce Kennett High School senior Kevin Bow-
ens as a recipient of the 2009 Philadelphia Inquirer 
Student Citizenship Award.  The award is presented to 
high school students who demonstrate active participa-
tion in civic or community activities, good scholarship, 
and school involvement. 

“Kevin has demonstrated his commitment to good citi-
zenship throughout his time spent in the Kennett Con-
solidated School District,” commented Dr. Michael 
Barber, Kennett High School Principal.  “This [project]
is certainly one outstanding example of his character.” 

As a member of Boy Scout Troop 53, Kevin set out in 
2008 to earn the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest at-
tainable rank in the Boy Scout program.  As part of the 
Eagle Scout requirements, Kevin planned, developed 
and led a service project to collect recreational items for 
wounded service men and women at the Walter Reed 
Hospital. 

Kennett High School Senior Kevin Bowens 
Honored With Philadelphia Inquirer Award

Collecting 800 books and 700 other recreational items, 
Kevin, assisted by fellow Boy Scouts from his troop, 
hand delivered all the items to the hospital.  Soldiers 
and their friends and family were very grateful for the 
items and the effort that went into collecting them.  

“We were thanked by so many soldiers that day,” stated 
Kevin.  “These men risked their lives, yet they were 
thanking me for something so small. I felt inferior.”

Kevin is a graduating senior and plans to study bio-
medical engineering.  He is looking forward to con-
tinuing his education in graduate school and hopes to 
have a career working in genetic re-generation.   

“My Eagle Project allowed me to realize how I want to 
help others,” explained Kevin.  “And the coolest way 
to help people, like injured soldiers, would be if their 
body could fix itself!” 

Kennett High School Senior Kevin Bowens proudly 
displays his 2009 Philadelphia Inquirer Student 
Citizenship medal.

Come join us at our general meetings.  
You don’t have to be a member!

KHSAA meets in the Kennett High 
School library media room on the first 
Monday evening of every odd month 
and has speakers that bring us pro-
grams about the past and the present.  
Our meetings include a social time to 
catch up with friends and reminisce 
about school days.  Light refreshments 
are provided.  If transportation is a 
concern, please contact us so we can 
see if rides are available.  We also offer 
elevator service for those who do not 
wish to use the stairs.

Our annual summer picnic will take 
place on Saturday, July 18th at Jenners 
Pond.  

I would like to thank Becky Majeski 
and John ??? of Facilities for arranging 
for us to use the library media room 
each month and Carole ??? of Catering 
for those wonderful refreshments!

If you don’t live nearby and can’t make 
it to the meetings, the KHSAA web-
site, www.kennettalumni.org, provides 
a network that helps classmates and 
friends reconnect.

Class reunions are another reason to 
get in touch with KHSAA.  Contact 
us if you are planning a reunion.  We 
can publish your reunion information 
on the KHSAA website, and we can 
connect you with the Historical Com-
mittee to provide interesting displays 

News From the 
Kennett High School 
Alumni Association

for your class reunions.  As spring 
cleaning approaches, keep us in mind 
for items that you don’t want anymore 
that can be added to the collection.  

We would love to have more alumni 
get involved in our celebrations.  Do 
you have connections that would help 
us get the word out?  Do you have 
ideas for fun events?  Do you have 
an interesting story to share or know 
someone who does?  Would you like 
to assist with any of the programs?  Or 
do you just want to get together with 
other alumni members for a social?  

Please consider becoming a member of 
the Kennett High School Alumni As-
sociation.  Encourage your classmates, 
friends, or siblings that attended the 
Kennett schools to join KHSAA as 
well.  

A membership form is available online 
at www.kennettalumni.org.  If you 
are unable to access the form online, 
please drop us a line at P.O. Box 102, 
Kennett Square, PA 19348, and we 
will get a membership form to you.  
The annual membership includes free 
newsletters delivered to your door 
and supports the two $1,500 KHSAA 
scholarships awarded each year.

We hope to see you soon at a 2009 
KHSAA meeting!

Veronica Birmingham
Class of 1985
KHSAA President

Kennett High School Pre-Referral/LRE 
Coordinator Elizabeth Parrett was re-
cently named a 2008 
Educator of the 
Year by the Divi-
sion for Learning 
Disabilities of 
the Council for 
Exceptional Chil-
dren.  The award 
is designed to 
recognize an out-
standing profes-
sional who serves 
students with 
specific learning 
disabilities.  The 
recipient can be a 
special educator, 
general educator, 
administrator, or other educator who 
has contributed substantially to teach-
ing students with learning disabilities 
at any grade level.   

“It is an honor to be recognized by the 
Division for Learning Disabilities of 
the Council for Exceptional Children,” 
commented Mrs. Parrett.  

Mrs. Parrett was selected because of 
her commitment to her students and 
her dedication to using evidence-based 
practice to support learning.  Always 
a strong advocate for students with 
learning disabilities, Mrs. Parrett goes 
above and beyond.  She has positive re-
lationships with her students and their 
parents.  “I’ve been given a unique op-
portunity to form strong relationships 

Kennett High School 
Teacher Recognized as 
2008 Educator of the Year

with students,” explained Mrs. Parrett.  
“It is an opportunity where I’m able to 

see a student’s personal 
and academic growth 
as they progress 
through high school.  
It is a great experi-
ence.” 

In addition, she 
is a great resource 
to her colleagues 
as she believes it’s 
important to share 
knowledge and skills 
among peers in order 
to better educate 
students.  Mrs. Par-
rett also mentors new 

teachers.  “Mentoring 
new teachers is a great way to support 
and assist them as they become familiar 
with the District,” commented Mrs. 
Parrett.  “It’s a mutually beneficial 
relationship that enhances the teaching 
experience.  I learn as much from them 
as they learn from me over the year.”

Kennett High School Principal Dr. Mi-
chael Barber notes that Mrs. Parrett is a 
tireless worker who is a problem-solver, 
consultant, and a “go-to” person.  
“During my time in education, I have 
rarely seen the level of compassion and 
commitment displayed by Mrs. Parrett 
on a daily basis,” stated Dr. Barber.  
“She is truly deserving of this award.”  

Mrs. Parrett is a member of the 
Kennett High School Class of 1986.  
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To prepare their students for kindergarten, parents met with faculty and staff mem-
bers for a Kindergarten Readiness meeting.  The meeting was held to inform parents 
of the core literacy and math goals for the Kennett Consolidated School District, as 
well as learn about a typical kindergarten day.

“The Kindergarten Readiness meeting was a great opportunity for parents to learn 
about our District’s kindergarten program, meet faculty and staff members, and to 
network with other new parents,” stated Mary D. Lang Elementary School Principal 
Susan McArdle.

Parents were encouraged to ask questions regarding their child’s education.  In at-
tendance to help answer questions were New Garden Elementary School Principal 
Cathy Robine, Mary D. Lang Elementary School Principal Susan McArdle, District 
Literacy Coach Wendy Callahan, and New Garden Elementary School kindergarten 
teachers Ms. Ashley Waters and Mr. Jeri Romagnano.

New Garden Elementary School Principal Cathy Robine enjoyed meeting new 
parents and sharing information with them regarding the schools and curriculum.  
“Parental involvement is critical to a student’s success,” said Ms. Robine.  “It’s always 
great to meet parents.”

Parents Experience a 
Day in the Life of a 
Kindergartener

Mary D. Lang Elementary School participated in the Chester County Intermediate 
Unit’s (CCIU) annual Shakespeare Festival. Students from Chester County’s  
elementary, middle, and high schools were on hand to honor the theatrics of Wil-
liam Shakespeare, including 20 students from Mary D. Lang.    

Each school is given 25 minutes to perform an adaption of a Shakespearian produc-
tion.  This year, MDL students presented “A Taste of Shakespeare” which sampled 
Shakespeare’s famous plays Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, and Caesar. 

Shakespeare is a fundamental part of the language arts curriculum at Mary D. Lang 
Elementary and the Shakespeare Festival brings the curriculum to life for students 
and teachers.   

Congratulations to the following students:

 
Individual Awards:     
Cindy Serrato – Wicked
Isabelle Morrison – Dynamite Diction
Luis Bedolla – The Best, Best Supporting Man

Mary D. Lang Students 
Participate in Shakespeare Festival

Isabelle Morrison (left) as Caesar and Chloe Clark (right) as 
Caesar’s wife performed at the Chester County Intermedi-
ate Unit’s Shakespeare Festival.

Sharon Bennett was recently appointed 
as Kennett Consolidated School Dis-
trict’s Director of Special Education.  
Bennett comes to the district from the 
Governor Mifflin School District in 
Shillington, Pennsylvania, where she was 
the director of special education for two 
years. 

“As the director of special education, I’m 
responsible for providing oversight to 
the special education programs within 
the District for all students with disabili-
ties,” commented Mrs. Bennett.  “My 
role is to ensure compliance with state 
and federal laws regarding all aspects 
of special education programming and 
procedures.”

District Welcomes 
New Director of 
Special Education

In her position, Mrs. Bennett loves the 
interaction of working closely with ad-
ministrators, teachers, parents, and stu-
dents.  “I’m looking forward to working 
as a team to find the best ways to serve 
students,” explained Mrs. Bennett. 

Mrs. Bennett earned her bachelors 
degree in elementary education from 
Bucknell University.  She went on to re-
ceive her certificate in special education 
from West Chester University.  Later she 
earned her masters degree in educational 
leadership from Immaculata University.  

Mrs. Bennett resides in Sadsburyville 
with her husband Michael.  Together 
they have two grown children, Christine 
and Jay. 

Fifth graders at New Garden Elementary 
School were recently treated to a unique 
day-long workshop that combined 
science, ecology, natural history, and 
performing arts to tell the story of the 
winter solstice. 

The day began with the students gather-
ing together to meet Native Americans 
Grandfather Turtle and Urantha.  Uran-
tha asks Grandfather Turtle why the sun 
goes away in the winter.  Grandfather 
Turtle replied that the sun does not go 
away but instead the Earth journeys 
around the sun, and that in order for 
him to explain how everything works he 
will need some help.  

“Everything on Earth makes up your 
body,” explained Grandfather Turtle, 
played by Cliff Sunflower.  “We have to 
take care of ourselves and the Earth!”

New Garden Students 
Discover Earth’s Journey

Fifth graders Perla Villafuerte Vega (left) and Eloy Cano 
Arroyo (right) help Grandfather Turtle explain why the 
sun goes away in the winter during the Earth’s Journey 
assembly.

He continued by assigning every fifth 
grader a part that they would play in the 
afternoon performance.  The students 
headed back to their homerooms and 
spent the day preparing for the after-
noon assembly.  The students worked in 
teams to prepare for the final assembly 
and did not know the complete story 
until the groups added their parts to the 
culminating production at the end of 
the day.

Inspired by the surprising statistic re-
ported by the National Science Founda-
tion that less than one-half of adults in 
the United States don’t know that once 
a year the Earth revolves around the 
sun and that its tilt and orbit create the 
seasons, Earth’s Journey follows a tribal 
medicine woman’s search to discover the 
mystery of the sun’s decline in the winter 
sky.  The students assist her on her 

journey by performing 
the roles of the Earth’s 
elements, the plants and 
insects, animals, and 
celestial bodies.  The stu-
dents discover how all of 
these forces are interrelat-
ed and interact together 
to create the ecological 
diversity and wonder of 
our seasons.

Earth’s Journey was a 
magical experience that 
had everyone, including 
the parent volunteers and 
teachers, up and mov-
ing.  The students agreed 
that it was an experience 
that they will not quickly 
forget!

Group Awards:
Tasty Rendition of Shakespeare
Sparks Notes Version of Shakespeare
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Emily Bachman
Brad Beauchamp
Ayla Benge
Meghan Budischak
Charles Benson
Jennifer Byrnes
Hayley Connor
Emily Cook
Alexandra Cristy
Jamie Cummings
Chelsey Davis
Anna DeBerardinis
Martin DeBerardinis

Kennett High School National Honor Society Induction

Emily Della Fera
Patricia Finn
Dylan Furlano
Michael Griffin
Iain Grigsby
Steven Hyland
Kayla Iacuzio
Alec Lessner
Diane Libert
Kirsten Mackey
Patrick Mallon
Laura May
Mollie McDowell

Ever stare at a cursor hovering over a 
blank Word document and start panick-
ing about what to write?  Sometimes 
getting started with an essay, story, or 
research paper can be quite a daunting 
task.  However, Ms. Brooke Giffi’s sixth 
grade class learned how to ease its writ-
ing woes by taking an in-depth look into 
the writing process.    

Students were asked to choose an author 
and to research two novels written by 
the author.  Research included analysis 
of literary elements including figurative 
language, plot elements, conflict, charac-
ter traits, and theme.  

“The goal of the project was share to en-
thusiasm for reading and literature and 
to promote lifelong skills,” commented 
Ms. Giffi.  “This was the first time stu-
dents made a direct connection between 
their researched author and a novel.”

In addition, students practiced how to 
paraphrase and cite resources.  Students 
used a mixed media format (keynote 
presentation, podcasts, and wiki pages) 
to create an alternative story of the novel 
they read.  “Students were asked to 

The Writing Process Comes Alive for Middle Schoolers
re-tell the novel through words and pic-
tures using mixed media,” explained Ms. 
Giffi.  “In this format, students identi-
fied several elements of the book such 
as the conflict and resolution.  Further-
more, they created an alternate setting 
for the novel to determine if there would 
be a different outcome.”

Sixth grade teacher Ms. Virginia Malo-
ney said that the project helps bring out 
the individual strengths of each student.  
“We wanted to showcase the skills of the 
students in a variety of ways,” explained 
Ms. Maloney.  “The project utilized 
skills in technology, art, writing and 
research.”    

To culminate the author study project, 
local author Ms. CB Lilley conducted 
several presentations for students.  She 
shared her story about how she came 
into writing and discussed her trials and 
tribulations of becoming a published 
author.

“It’s very important to understand the 
writing process,” explained Ms. Lil-
ley.  “It may take me about two to three 
months to write a book, but the editing 

process, alone, can take over a 
year.”  

Ms. Lilley explained to students 
how she chooses characters 
and develops them as her story 
evolves.  Ms. Lilley stated that 
she typically starts her stories by 
choosing the main character and 
creating an outline of basic ideas 
of what could happen to that 
character.  “The names of my 
characters may resemble a friend 
of mine in real-life, but they are 
usually never based on them,” 
stated Ms. Lilley.  “Some of my 
stories will reflect small, personal 
information from my life such as 
a particular phrase or conversa-
tion between a friend or family 
member.”  

In fact, Ms. Lilley said that the 
title of her recent book, Blame it 
on Barbara ,came from a conver-
sation she had with a friend.  “There was 
this joke a friend and I had about how 
funny the name Barbara was for anyone 
under the age of 30 years old,” said Ms. 
Lilley.  “My nephew said he thought it’d 

be funny if I titled a screenplay Blame it 
on Barbara.”  From that small conversa-
tion with my nephew, the character of 
Barbara began to evolve into the book it 
is today.

The Bilingual Club unveiled its Peace 
Mural recently to members of the 
Greenwood and Mary D. Lang commu-
nities.  The Peace Mural was designed 
and painted by fourth and fifth grade 
students at both schools.  The club, now 
in its second year, was formed to help 
connect students from Mary D. Lang 
and Greenwood Elementary schools be-
fore they enter Kennett Middle School.  

“It’s incredible the amount of work our 
students have accomplished,” com-
mented Ms. Emyln Farinola, English 
as Second Language (ESL) teacher at 
Greenwood Elementary School.  Ms. 
Mary Brady, the ESL teacher at Mary 
D. Lang Elementary School, added that 
the club “is an opportunity for students 
to make friends in another school before 
moving to the middle school.”  

Ms. Farinola said that last year the Bi-
lingual Club brought students together 
through literature by focusing on cultur-
al projects inspired by bilingual books.  
“This year, however, our focus shifted 
to create a more personal bond between 
students through one independent proj-
ect and one large group project.”

Bilingual Club Brings Students Together
For the independent project, students 
decorated one tile that best showcased 
the theme of family and friendship.  
Later, each student’s tile was combined 
to create a mosaic. 

For the large group project, students 
were asked to join together to create 
a mural.  Over a three week period, 
students worked to create a scene that 
best reflected important themes such as 
peace, unity, and friendship.  Once the 
design was complete, Ms. Brady trans-
ferred it to the wall in chalk and stu-
dents teamed up to paint the mural.  

“I really liked painting the mural and I 
made some new friends,” said Meliton 
Gomez, a fifth grader at Mary D. Lang 
Elementary School. 

The mural features elements such as a 
dove, a soccer player, President Obama, 
and a peace sign.  “The experience has 
been wonderful,” stated Ms. Farinola.  
“The mural will be a real symbol of the 
students’ depth and cohesiveness.”

Funds for materials and transportation 
to and from the buildings (thank you 

Krapf Bus Company!) were provided 
by grants from the Kennett Educa-
tion Foundation and the Greenwood 
and Mary D. Lang Elementary School 

Congratulations to the following Kennett High School students for their recent induction into the National Honor Society!  

Meredith Miller
Christopher Myers
Silvia Oriani
Jamie Pawloski
Bridget Phillips
Justin Phillips
Kathleen Prilutski
Cana Richmond
Nicole Rita
Bianca Santos
Catherine Schmittle
Hannah Sheridan 

Keigo Shimomura
Meghan Stanley
Julia Staschen
Christopher Stout
Erin Tatum
Catherine Walsh
Linzi Webster
Katelyn Wellnitz
Elizabeth Witcher
Sandra Ramirez
Eliza Spear

Author Ms. CB Lilley speaks to Ms. Giffi’s sixth 
grade class about the writing process.

PTOs.  “A big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who helped make this project possible,” 
said Ms. Farinola.   

Each Bilingual Club student painted a tile which showcased the theme of family and 
friendship.  The completed tiles were then used to create this mosaic.
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Mary D. Lang Elementary School students celebrated the luck of the Irish as part 
of a school-wide project finishing the statement “I am lucky because?”  Students 
wrote why they were lucky on green shamrocks that were displayed near the main 
office.

“It’s important for our students to focus on being reflective about their feelings,” 
commented Principal Susan McArdle.  “By displaying the shamrocks, we can con-
tinue building a strong school community.”

Third grader Manuel Negron said that by reading his schoolmates shamrocks he 
was able to get to know them better.  “It helped me to see what my friends feel 
and to get to know more about other kids that I don’t really know,” stated Manuel.  
Manuel wrote on his shamrock that he is lucky for his sisters and brothers even 
though one of them can be a little annoying sometimes!   

This is the second year for the school-wide shamrock project.  Ms. McArdle is 
looking forward to incorporating more projects that help students connect with 
each other outside the classroom.

Sharing the Luck of the 
Shamrock

Greenwood Elementary School fifth graders put on their hard hats as they embarked on an 
architectural adventure where they discovered how to construct a bridge from toothpicks!  
From architect to accountant, students were grouped together and assigned a variety of job 
titles to complete the project.   

 “Collaboration and communication among group members was a very critical part to the 
successful completion of the bridges,” commented fifth grade teacher Ms. Jill Fourney.  
“Each student within the group had a specific responsibility.  They needed to make sure they 
were communicating properly with each other.”  

Groups were given a budget of $1,550,000 for constructing their bridge.  Similar to a real-
world work situation, students were required to adhere to the budget.   Following the bridge 
building code, students were instructed with detailed information on how to construct their 
bridge.  Plans were drafted that showed four views of the bridge which was ultimately built 
on a piece of cardboard.  “The goal of the project was to have the students work coopera-
tively on a project that involved many real-life skills,” explained Ms. Fourney.  

Depending on a student’s job title, a variety of skills were utilized throughout the project, 
integrating all the core subjects.  For example, the architect used math skills in order to 
carefully follow the bridge building code.  “The architect needs to ensure that the bridge’s 
dimensions were drawn accurately using measurement and addition,” said Ms. Fourney.  
“The project director, on the other hand, kept a daily journal to document the purchased 
materials, problems that arose, and the overall progress of the group.  

“I learned a lot about how different designs and shapes can influence the strength of our 
bridge,” said fifth grader Claire Duckworth.  “I also learned that my classmates have differ-
ent strengths that I didn’t know about.  The project brought out the best in us.”

 (L-R) Fifth graders Emma Thomas, Josh Berlin, Hayden Faulkner, Mikayla Kienzle 
and Devon D’Angelo work together on their toothpick bridge project.

Fifth Graders Learn the Art of Architecture

All the bridges were entered into a contest and judged on the quality of the building plans 
and the strength of the bridge.  The strength of the bridge was tested by placing a bar across 
the middle of the bridge and hanging weights from the bar.  

Kennett High School Students Named
Finalists in Main Line Student Film Festival
Kennett High School students J. Cameron Starr and 
Zack Reinhardt were recently recognized by local film 
critics for their student film entries.  The Main Line 
Student Film Festival recognized Starr’s short film 
titled Kennett High School: Winter Sports and Rein-
hardt’s short film The Golden Pansies as finalists.

The Main Line Film Festival received over 50 
submissions from nine different schools.  The 15 
finalists were evaluated on the aesthetic and techni-
cal proficiency, as well as the entertainment value.  
Starr’s film explored Kennett High School’s winter 
sports program while Reinhardt’s film took an 
underground look at the local music scene featuring 
the band The Golden Pansies.

“Zack is so passionate about music,” explained Mr. 
Frank Vanderslice, Kennett High School video pro-
duction teacher.  “He has the talent to shoot a scene 
the right way in order to tell what the song is about.  
He also included interviews which stood strong in the 
film.”

Reinhardt realized his passion for film when he started filming his friends skate-
boarding.  “I really enjoyed filming skateboarders since I wasn’t that great at skate-

boarding,” laughed Reinhardt.  “From there, it grew 
and transformed into something larger.”  

Starr filmed two other documentaries featuring 
Kennett High School’s boy’s basketball team and 
Kennett High School art teacher Mr. Thomas 
Hironimious’ art class.  The films were submit-
ted to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the National 
Television Arts and Sciences’ EMMY film competi-
tion.  “Cameron is very talented,” commented Mr. 
Vanderslice.  “He gets excellent camera shots that 
really project his artistic ability as a film director.”

Starr was excited that Kennett High School gave stu-
dents the opportunity to enroll in a video production 
class.  “Before Mr. Vanderslice we didn’t really have a 
formal introduction to film,” stated Starr.  “It’s great 
to have been given this opportunity and to see what 
other students are filming in their schools.”

Reinhardt and Starr both agreed their favorite part 
of filming is seeing the final product.  “We start off 
with a vision,” explained Starr.  “And at the end 

everything comes together in order to create that vision.  It’s really great to be able 
to share that with people.”

KHS students Zach Reinhardt (left) and J. Cameron Starr were 
both named finalists at the Main Line Film Festival.

The Kennett Education Foundation recently had the pleasure of hosting our 
annual fundraiser. This year’s theme was “The Power of a Dream.”  Needless to 
say, the evening was a huge success. Mayor Leon Spencer was our emcee and was 
followed by our key note speaker, Cecil Martin, a former Philadelphia Eagle.  The 
night broke many records.  We earned over $45,000 in gross receipts and had a 
record high attendance of over 200 people.

The KEF is happy to report that since our inception in 2001, we received over 
$300,000. We have given $45,000 in scholarships and awards.  This year we will 
add to that total $18,000 which will be awarded in 12 scholarships and 4 awards. 
The KEF has given over $50,000 to the five District schools through their innova-
tive grant program which is an investment in programs that improves academic 
progress.  KEF has no paid staff and very low operating costs.  100% of dona-
tions were recieved by individuals over the last three years going towards grants, 
scholarships and other educational programs – none went to fundraising or other 
expenses. 

This year we are expanding our Honor a Teacher Program by adding a new pro-
gram “Education Celebration.” For more information about the Honor a Teacher 
program or about the KEF please visit our website: www.kennetteducationfoundation.org. 

KEF Hosts Record-
Breaking Fundraiser
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Kennett High School sophomores Eliza-
beth Benson (right) and Rachel Gerrald 
(left) received a scholarship to attend 
the Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week, 
an intensive program that educates high 
school students about the American 
free enterprise system.  Passionate to 
learn more about the business world, 
Elizabeth and Rachel are excited about 
attending the program and meeting 
business professionals.  

“The Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week 
will be a great opportunity to experience 
first-hand how to run a company,” com-
mented Rachel.  “It will also give us the 
chance to meet with other students and 
business professionals.”

Elizabeth is also excited about learning 
how to run a company.  “The program 
is important for anyone interested in 
studying business,” explained Elizabeth.  
“It will also help us understand what 
will be expected of us in college.”

The program will take place in the sum-
mer during which participants will hear 
from professionals on what it takes to be 
successful in a competitive global mar-

Kennett High School Students 
On Their Way to Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week

ketplace.  Students will learn how to run 
a company and will face all the decisions 
executives make everyday.  Business 
professionals will share their knowledge 
and expertise as company advisors.  In 
addition, students will learn the value 
of teamwork and cooperation, as well as 
acquiring leadership and communica-
tion skills.  

After graduating high school, Rachel is 
looking forward to studying business.  
“I’m interested in learning more about 
marketing,” said Rachel.  “Opportuni-
ties like these are great because it allows 
me to explore all the different paths of 
the business world to see what interests 
me the most!” 

Rachel is currently a member of the 
FBLA (Future Business Leaders of 
America), Earth club, Spanish club, 
Kick-It Forward, student council, and 
tennis.

Elizabeth plans to study accounting 
when she continues her education at a 
four-year university.  “I’m taking some 
business electives now and accounting 
definitely interests me,” stated Elizabeth.  

Kennett Middle School students proudly presented Walt 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast Jr.  This classic musical tells 
the tale of the brainy and beautiful Belle, played by seventh 
grader Danielle Eland, who yearns to escape her provincial 
life.  The Beast was played by seventh grader Matt Madonna.  
Dancing flatware, delightful characters, and singing furniture 
filled the stage as the audience enjoyed the beloved fairy tale!

Middle School Performs 
Beauty and the Beast Jr.

Kennett High School students per-
formed West Side Story, a musical based 
on William Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet.  In 1950s Manhattan, two fued-
ing families, the Jets, led by Riff (played 
by sophomore John Emmons) and the 
Sharks, led by Bernardo (played by 
sophomore Jonathon Topal) take center 
stage as Tony, a Jet (played by junior 
Zack Reinhardt) and Maria, a sister of a 
Shark (played by sophomore Bess Ploen-
er) fall in love.  

High School 
Presents West 
Side Story

“But I’m still keeping my eyes open.”  Elizabeth is currently a member of the FBLA 
where she serves as the historian, Spanish club, swim team, and marching band.  

Curtains Rise on KCSD Stages


