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Dr. Rudolph Karkosak Named 
Pennsylvania Superintendent of the Year
The Kennett Consolidated School District 
is excited to announce that Superintendent 
Dr. Rudolph Karkosak has been named 
the 2008 Pennsylvania Superintendent of 
the Year by the Pennsylvania Association 
of School Administrators (PASA).  

The National Superintendent of the Year 
Program was instituted 21 ago by AASA 
and ARAMARK to honor outstanding public 
school superintendents.  The goals of this 
prestigious awards program are to further 
inspire exemplary educational leadership 
and promote a sense of confidence and 
pride in the nation’s public schools.  The 
Pennsylvania Superintendent of the Year 
is selected by a PASA panel of school ad-
ministrators.

“I am proud to represent all superinten-
dents who work tirelessly for the children 
of Pennsylvania,” commented Dr. Karko-
sak.  “It is great to be personally recog-
nized; however, the honor belongs to the 
entire District.  Every member of the staff 
and faculty deserves a great deal of rec-
ognition because each person makes the 
Kennett Consolidated School District a 
special place!”

Dr. Karkosak was 
appointed su-
perintendent of 
the Kennett Con-
solidated School 
District in Janu-
ary 1999 and has 
also served as a 
school administra-
tor in Delaware and 
Maryland.  He cur-
rently represents 
the Chester County 
Intermediate Unit 
24 on the PASA 
Board of Gover-
nors.  

Under Dr. Karko-
sak’s leadership, 
the Kennett Con-
solidated School 
District embarked on a systematic plan of 
curriculum development and review for all 
subjects that was both thorough and sensi-
tive to demands on the teaching staff.  The 
revised curriculum includes professional 
development for teachers and administra-
tors coupled with adequate materials and 
time for its implementation. 

As defined by the Kennett Consolidat-
ed School District’s strategic plan, all 
schools set academic performance tar-
gets each year.  School principals and 
their school improvement teams develop 
these targets along with corresponding 
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Preliminary Operating Budget Approved

In late October, the Board of School Directors’ 
Liaison and Communications Committee (LCC) 
hosted a working session with State Senator 
Dominic Pileggi and State Representative Chris 
Ross.  The session was coordinated with our 
counterparts from the Unionville-Chadds Ford 
Board and was dedicated to three broad topics 
that have or have the potential to dramatically 
impact our budget, particularly in the light of 
budget limitations under Act 1.

Special Education  The Kennett Consolidated 
and Unionville-Chadds Ford teams each dem-
onstrated, using tabular and graphical data, the 
widening gap over the past 15 years between 
mandated expenses for special education stu-
dents and the relatively flat funding that has 
been provided from Harrisburg.  Additionally, 
the burden of increased enrollment in these 
programs over this same period was shown 
and deemed to be the result of both the attrac-
tive quality of the offerings and increased state-
driven requirements for provision of a very 
broad range of services.  In terms of both total 
dollars and the percentage of the total operat-
ing budgets for the districts, these expenses 
have escalated rapidly over the same period.  
For example, the increase from 1999-2000 to 
2006-2007 for the KCSD totaled 136%, from 
$3.18 M to $7.5 M; this corresponds to an an-
nual increase of over 16%.  The situation in 
the Unionville-Chadds Ford School District is 
remarkably similar.

Approved private placements of students are 
also dramatically increasing, presenting a sig-
nificant budget burden for both districts.  At 
the same time, “contingency fund” support 
has been dwindling.  The panel also brought to 
light the shrinking number of available place-
ment openings in the local area for students 
with the more demanding, and hence most 
costly, education-related needs.

Our legislators agreed that this is a critical 
area, both in educational delivery and budget 
considerations.  Mr. Pileggi felt that the ongo-
ing, statewide “costing out study” for schools 
should provide a more systematic understand-
ing of the problem and would hopefully illumi-
nate possible solutions.  Mr. Ross added that 
there exists some support among legislators 
for shifting the health component of special 
education costs back to Harrisburg, which is 
currently being discussed among key com-
mittee chairmen.  One additional possibility 
discussed would be to put a ceiling on local 
expenditures for special education, probably 
coupled with new components of personal in-
come tax or sales tax revenues to provide the 
needed resources for the state.  Ideally, such a 
formula would further serve to keep property 
tax increases in check.

Retirement Funding (PSERS)  Charts were 
presented showing recent projections for the 
next several years of District contributions to 
teaching staff retirement packages under the 
auspices of the Public School Employees Re-
tirement System (PSERS). 

Act 9 of 2002 put into motion the changing dy-
namics of district funding of these pensions, 
along with significant rate formula increases 
and decreases in vesting periods.  The upshot 
of this is a dramatic increase in contributions 
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The Kennett Consolidated School District 
2008-2009 Preliminary General Oper-
ating Budget was approved for public 
release at the January 14, 2008 Board 
meeting.  The budget was delivered sev-
eral months earlier than past years to 
comply with new regulations under Act 
1 and required the Finance Committee to 
perform its evaluation and analysis of the 
various components of the budget begin-
ning almost the same time we opened the 
school year in September.  The entire 74 
page preliminary budget, which can be 
found on the district’s website, provides 
detailed insight into the financial opera-
tions of the District.    

The 2008-2009 budget requires an in-
crease in real estate property taxes of 
5.42%, which equates to approximately 
an additional $231 per year to the aver-
age homeowner in the District.  In the 
past four years, this is the first time the 
required tax increase has exceeded the 
Act 1 or its predecessor Act 72.  By far, 
the expenditures associated with the new 
elementary expansion are the most sig-
nificant deviation from prior year’s bud-
gets and is the main reason for the need 
to raise real estate taxes above the Act 1 
index.  

In September 2006, the Board approved 
an Elementary Expansion Program that 
includes construction of a new elementa-
ry school and realignment of the elemen-
tary grade configurations.  As part of this 
plan, Mary D. Lang Elementary School 

will become the District-wide kindergarten 
center, offering both full-day and half-day 
programs.  New Garden Elementary, Green-
wood Elementary and the new elementary 
school will serve grades 1 through 5.  

The elementary expansion schedule plans 
for the new elementary school to be op-
erational by September 2010.  There are 
two components of expenses related to 
the new elementary school incorporated 
into the budget.  First is the proposed an-
nual debt service of $ 1.4 million required 
to issue $25.7 million in General Obligation 
Bond proceeds to fund the construction of 
the new facility.  The debt alone represents 
60% of the 5.42% proposed real estate tax 
increase.  Because the debt was incurred 
prior to the enactment of Act 1, the inclu-
sion of the debt qualifies for an exception 
under Act 1 and will not require a referen-
dum ballot vote.  In addition to the annual 
debt service, the District has developed a 

four-year phase-in approach to accommo-
date the estimated $1,282,728 additional 
expenses for staffing and operational costs 
associated with the new building.  The fi-
nancing strategy calls for $284,792 to be 
included in this year’s budget.

The District’s expenditures reflect a com-
mitment to deliver excellent educational 
programs, fund new initiatives, fulfill ob-
jectives identified in the strategic plan, and 
comply with federal and state mandates.  
The budget document identifies several 
key contributing factors to the proposed in-
crease such as the commitment to instruc-
tional technologies; increases in Charter 
School tuition, personnel related expenses, 
energy and utility cost; cost associated 
with the development of the Yeatman Tract 
athletic fields, and tuition charges for spe-
cial education programs.  

Dr. Rudolph Karkosak (center) accepts the PA Superintendent 
of the Year award from Dennis Maple, ARAMARK Education 
president (left) and Sarah Jerome, AASA president (right).
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Non-Discrimination Policy 

The Kennett Consolidated School District will not 
discriminate in its educational programs, activities, 
or employment practices, based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 
age, religion, ancestry, union membership, or any 
other legally protected classification.  Announce-
ment of this policy is in accordance with state and 
federal laws, including Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.  Kennett Consolidated 
School District students and parents who have an 
inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimina-
tion, or who need information about accommoda-
tions for persons with disabilities, should contact 
Dr. Rudolph F. Karkosak, District Superintendent, 
300 East South Street, Kennett Square, PA  19348, 
telephone (610) 444-6600.
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Alumni Association Celebrates 10 Years
Come join the Kennett High School Alumni 
Association’s 10 year anniversary party on 
May 3, 2008!  You don’t have to be a mem-
ber to help us celebrate.

The Kennett High School Alumni Association 
(KHSAA) meets in Kennett High School’s Me-
dia Center (library) on the first Monday eve-
ning of every odd month.  Meetings include 
a speaker and social time to reminisce with 
old and new friends. Light refreshments are 
provided.  Our next meeting on March 3 will 
feature Kennett High School Principal Dr. Mi-
chael Barber.

If you don’t live nearby and can’t make it 
to the meetings, the KHSAA website, www.
kennettalumni.org, provides a network that 
helps classmates and friends reconnect.

Please consider becoming a member of the 
Kennett High School Alumni Association and 
encourage your classmates, friends, or sib-
lings who attended Kennett schools to join 
as well.  A membership form is available on-
line at www.kennettalumni.org.  If you are 
unable to access the form online, forms can 
be requested by sending a note to P.O. Box 
102, Kennett Square, PA 19348.  The an-

nual membership includes free newsletters 
delivered to your door and supports the two 
scholarships that the KHSAA awards each 
year.

Class reunions are another reason to get in 
touch with the KHSAA.  Class specific dis-
plays and memorabilia from the Kennett His-
torical Society are available for those won-
derful celebrations!  And as spring cleaning 
approaches, keep us in mind for items that 
you don’t want anymore that can be added 
to the collection.

from District’s anticipated in the 2012-13 
budget year.  While panel members and leg-
islators agreed with this interpretation of the 
district contribution formula, the magnitude 
of the presumed upcoming step increases 
was called into question and discussed in 
more detail.  

Both Rep. Ross and Senator Pileggi were 
confident that things may not be as dire 
as first projected, despite the fact that the 
sources of these projections were reliable 
and include the PSERS website itself.  A 
degree of “relief” is now expected on this 
issue, based largely on the extremely suc-
cessful return on investment of the PSERS 
funds over the past several years.  In par-
ticular, the 2006-2007 return rate was well 
over 20%, as recently reported by the state.

Beyond this adjustment, Rep. Ross felt that 
some legislated flattening of contributions 
would help further alleviate the anticipated 
large step increase due to occur in a few 
years.  The other very large state pension 
fund, the State Employee Retirement Sys-
tem (SERS), has established a “contribu-
tion floor” for employers.  Mr. Ross felt that      
PSERS should perhaps do something similar.  
(Note that the PA School Boards Association 
has also expressed this opinion.) 

Both Rep. Ross and Senator Pileggi project 
that this issue will be largely resolved in the 
next legislative year, although it is not yet 
certain which combination of formulas will 
be applied.  In any event, they were aware of 
the existing PSERS projections and the need 
to adjust funding and perhaps allocation for-

mulas to head off this potentially significant 
burden for school districts.  They felt that 
this would be accomplished without requir-
ing a complete overhaul of Act 9.

Development Impact Fees   The panel dis-
cussed the possibility of “impact fees” asso-
ciated with developments (both residential 
and commercial), which would be similar 
to fees levied by some municipalities in the 
state but not yet school districts.  We sug-
gested that our legislators, as well as our 
local municipality leaders, adopt the phi-
losophy that the school resource is at least 
as important and finite as other infrastruc-
ture components such as roads and sew-
ers.  Furthermore, we asked that schools 
and building facilities be valued for their 
community-wide use.  It was also noted that 
many school facilities fill a critical need in 
emergency response and community pre-
paredness scenarios.

Rep. Ross has considered this quantitatively 
and offered the perspective that the fund-
ing that might be available from such lev-
ies would not be sizeable enough to make 
a significant difference for school districts.  
The combined board panel agreed with that 
conclusion, at least under the constraints 
of past proposals.  We suggested, however, 
that a more aggressive formulation beyond 
what has previously been considered might 
provide a different, more meaningful level of 
resources.  There is resistance to this direc-
tion from several organized groups at a state 
level, primarily the builders’ associations.

More realistically, the panel requested that 

municipalities be encouraged, perhaps by 
legislation or otherwise simply by informal 
feedback, to take into account both the ca-
pacity issues and the expenses associated 
with expansion as integral parts of existing 
local planning and approval processes.

Senator Pileggi also understood the argu-
ment for impact fees but cautioned that 
“this is not a panacea.”  For one thing, his 
caucus has espoused philosophies that may 
not readily embrace what could be seen as 
a new tax.  Furthermore, there is direct op-
position by some districts in non-growing 
areas of the state.  These areas that are los-
ing population and commercial base tend to 
see developments as a possible catalyst for 
reinvigoration of their local economies and 
may strongly oppose a mechanism that they 
fear might slow or otherwise hamper such 
developments.

In summing up this topic, the panel probably 
did not motivate our legislators to initiate de-
finitive action in the direction of new impact 
fees.  We did succeed, however, in sensitiz-
ing them to our situation, the school-related 
impacts of rapid growth, and some possible 
mechanisms to mitigate increased costs.

Overall, this working session was stimu-
lating and productive.  The Kennett Con-
solidated School District would like to thank 
those who participated, particularly Senator 
Pileggi, Representative Ross, and our Liai-
son/Communications counterparts from the 
Unionville-Chadds Ford School District.  We 
value these interactions and look to continu-
ing them on a regular basis.
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Continued from page 1Preliminary Budget
The total budgeted revenues of 
$66,086,058 are acquired through local, 
state, and federal sources.  The local rev-
enues represent 83% of the total revenue 
sources and primarily are derived from real 
estate property tax receipts and the levy of 
earned income tax.  State subsidies are 
the second largest source of revenues ac-
counting for 15% of the total.  The State 
continues to underfund ever expanding 
mandatory educational programs and No 
Child Left Behind requirements.  Federal 

revenues make up the final 1% of revenue 
and are very restrictive in their use.

There are two items that could affect the 
2008-09 Preliminary Budget.  The first is re-
lated to the yet to be released state subsidy.  
Since Act 1 requires that school districts 
approve a preliminary budget prior to the 
release of the subsidy, it is difficult for the 
District to make accurate predictions.  

The second area of uncertainty is the Dis-

trict’s contribution to the Public School Em-
ployee Retirement System’s (PSERS). This 
rate has also not yet been determined for 
the 2008-09 fiscal year.

The Board of School Directors encour-
ages you to inspect the budget document 
and share your views at any of the public 
School Board or Finance Committee meet-
ings.  The 2008-2009 General Operating 
Budget is scheduled for final adoption on 
June 11, 2008.  

Math Fun at 
Mary D. Lang
To demonstrate their new math skills, third grad-
ers in Mrs. Mary Ann McNeff’s class invited parents 
and friends to join them play math games.  “The 
purpose of Math Game Day was to share with our 
special visitors the math we are learning in class,” 
Mrs. McNeff stated. “Our Math Game Day was a 
great day for everyone!”

Shown here Eugene Hall plays a math game with 
his mother.
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Hands-On Experiments 
Bring Science to Life at Greenwood
At Greenwood Elementary School fourth 
grade students in Mrs. Debbie Ander-
son’s class have been studying predators 
and their prey, specifically the relation-
ship between mice and owls.  As part of 
their study the students worked in pairs 
to dissect owl pellets.  This culminating 
activity was an enrichment activity of the 
eco-system and adaptation unit for the 
science curriculum.

Owl pellets are masses of bone, teeth, 
hair, feathers, and exoskeletons of vari-
ous animals preyed upon by raptors, or 
birds of prey.  Pellets are produced and 
regurgitated not only by owls but also 
by hawks, eagles, and other raptors that 
swallow their prey whole or in small 
pieces.  Owls feed early in the evening 
and regurgitate a single pellet approxi-
mately 20 hours after eating. 

Unlike snakes, the protein enzymes and 
strong acids which occur in the digestive 
tract of raptors do not digest the entire 
meal.  The relatively weak stomach mus-
cles of the birds form the undigested fur, 
bones, and feathers into wet, slimy pellets.  
In this process even the most fragile bones 
are usually preserved unbroken. The owl 
pellets that the students examined in the 
lab were collected from common barn owls 
and were sanitized prior to being shipped 
to Greenwood Elementary.  

“Dissecting owl pellets is a great hands-on 
experience that helps students see where 
owls fit into the food chain,” explained Mrs. 
Anderson.  “It is one of the most memo-
rable projects we do in science.”

At first, students are a bit squeamish to 
dissect the owl pellet, but once they begin 

their search they 
are completely 
engaged.  Stu-
dents use a bone 
identification chart 
to help identify 
bones.  Once the 
bone is identified, 
it is placed on a 
paper diagram of a 
mouse’s skeleton.  
“I was surprised 
to see how many 
bones we found in 
the small pellet,” 
commented Claire 
Duckworth.  “My 
favorite part was 
matching the bones 
to paper diagram!”

Fourth graders Ian Frazier (L) and Megan Eberle (R) work 
together to identify bones in their owl pellet.

New Garden Kindergartners Create Gingerbread Houses
New Garden Elementary School kindergartners explored rhyme, rhythm and 
story structure this winter while reading The Gingerbread Man by Jan Brett.  
Through hands-on activities the story came alive for the students and their 
teachers.  

“Students drew gingerbread men and gingerbread ladies and wrote stories 
about gingerbread in our writing workshop,” explained kindergarten teacher 
Ms. Shawn Godfrey.  “Our students also created classroom books detailing 
their own gingerbread creations that told stories about the adventures their 
gingerbread babies experienced on a run through the forest.”

In addition, students explored other versions of the story and made predic-
tions determining the story structure comparing and contrasting each sto-
ryline.  The students also created “gingerbread men” of their own with gin-
gerbread scented play dough.   

Other activities incorporated math skills, including gingerbread glyphs that 
revealed information about the children’ age, gender, favorite colors, and whether or not they liked gingerbread cookies.  Students practiced their math skills using gingerbread 
shapes and candies for counting and creating patterns.  

“The Gingerbread Man in all of its forms will surely remain a favorite learning experience for these kindergartners,” exclaimed Ms. Godfrey.

Kennett Middle School 
Hosts Annual Career Fair
What will I be when I grow up?  A doctor?  A teacher?  A scientist?  Kennett Middle 
School students recently had a chance to learn about these careers and many more at the 
school’s second annual career fair.  Held in recognition of Career Awareness Day, the fair 
provides students with information concerning the educational requirements and experi-
ences that are necessary in their pursuit of a career.  

The day began with a morning session in the gymnasium where students had the op-
portunity to visit tables representing different careers, local businesses, colleges, and uni-
versities.  At the afternoon session, eighth graders could choose three career workshops 
to attend. 

In each workshop presenters discussed their profession, why they chose their profession 
and what motivated them to continue their education with college or vocational school.  
“The career fair helps students think about what interests them and how they can prepare 
for their future,” commented guest speaker Ms. Terry McCormick from McCormick Or-
thodontics.  “This is a great age to get students motivated to become more academically 
involved and make the necessary choices to achieve their goals.  The career fair helps 
students understand the impact of their choices later in life.”  

Presenters were encouraged to tell students about their life in middle school and what 
their thoughts were about learning as a teenager.  Organizations such as DuPont, The 
New Bolton Center, New Garden Police Department, Chester County Intermediate Unit, 
Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania, and many more were represented.  

“The Kennett Middle School guidance department would like to thank all the participants 
of the career fair for taking the time to educate our students about their career,” com-
mented Mrs. Kori Barely-Stoudemire, middle school counselor.  “We know that our stu-
dents will greatly benefit from this experience.”

Literature: Exemplifying 
the Cultures of the U.S.

At Greenwood Elementary School, fifth grade teachers Ms. Sarah McCafferty and Ms. 
Jill Fourney have incorporated reading into their social studies curriculum in an effort to 
provide their students with a cross-curricular experience.  “We have been encouraging 
students to read books that are relevant to what we are studying in our class,” com-
mented Ms. Fourney.  “We have found that the literature expands their knowledge of the 
subject matter.”

Students read novels that exemplify the cultures of different regions in the United States.  
Not only do the novels tell a story, they allow students to better understand a particular re-
gion and time period.  “By using novels set during a specific time period, students further 
develop what they are learning in our social studies books,” explained Ms. McCafferty.  
“It’s a great way for students to become actively engaged in the learning process.” 

Students broaden their scope of history by integrating fiction and non-fiction text through-
out classroom discussions.  As students read novels and evaluate decisions of characters, 
authors’ purpose, and other literary elements as a class, they develop a deeper under-
standing of the different cultures in our country.  

Cross-curricular projects also enhance student comprehension and give students the abil-
ity to make connections from their life experiences to the social studies units.  “Students 
can connect with characters in a story in addition to learning the facts,” commented Ms. 
Fourney.  “It allows students to gain exposure to what life is really like in different areas of 
the country, usually from characters that are their age.”

To conclude the unit, students will be asked to write an essay describing the United States 
as a country comprised of communities that are at the same time different and similar.  
They will use their writing skills to explain their understanding of the history, geography, 
economy, and culture that blends together to create our country.  Lastly, students will use 
clay to build their own community with parks, roads, schools, and shopping centers.  

Ms. McCafferty’s and Ms. Fourney’s students would like to thank the Kennett Education 
Foundation’s Innovative Grants Program for providing the funding for this project.
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Learning to Love Literature at New Garden Elementary
While enrolled in a graduate class as part of 
the 3E Institute at West Chester University, 
New Garden Elementary School teacher 
Mrs. Sue Yocum designed a program to 
encourage adults to mentor children from 
pre-kindergarten through fifth grade.  Mrs. 
Yocum proposed her program to the Kennett 
Rotary Club at Longwood.  The members 
loved the idea and so Rotary Readers was 
brought to life!  The program which com-
bines reading for pleasure with a mentor 
relationship that engages and encourages 
children to become motivated, independent 
learners is being offered to second graders 
at New Garden Elementary School.  Fund-
ing for the program was provided by the 
Kennett Education Foundation’s Innovative 
Grants Program.  

“The Rotary Readers Program is proving to 
be a great success for the students,” com-
mented Mrs. Yocum.  “When a child needs 
extra help learning how to read, a mentor 
is the perfect support to give that child a 
little extra attention that can help him or 
her become a more confident reader.”

The Rotary Reader Program has three 

main objectives.  The first is to encourage 
students to read for pleasure. The second 
objective is for the student to develop a 
positive relationship with a caring adult, 
and the third objective is to gift hard-back 
copies of books by famous authors of chil-
dren’s’ literature.  

“We believe that the consistent one-on-one 
relationship that is established in this pro-
gram encourages children to become risk 
takers,” said Ms. Yocum. “Many will employ 
reading strategies more frequently when 
partnered rather than in a large group.”

Each week the child meets with his or her 
mentor for a half hour. Mentors participated 
in a basic training component which em-
phasized strategies and key vocabulary 
which would assist them in working with 
the students.  Students enter the program 
based on teacher recommendations.

Rotarian Mr. Timothy Rayne enjoys spend-
ing time with second grader Jake Anderson. 
“It’s not just about reading to a student,” 
explained Mr. Rayne.  “It’s a chance for the 
student to receive one-on-one time with an 

adult other than a parent or teacher 
to focus on reading skills.”  

Rotarians and students engage 
in several activities in addition to 
reading a book.  Before reading the 
book, Rotarians take their student 
on a “picture walk” through the 
book to talk about story elements 
such as setting, characters, and 
time period.  As they begin to read 
the story, Rotarians are encouraged 
to pose questions regarding the ma-
terial to help develop the student’s 
comprehension and vocabulary 
skills.  “This week we are reading 
a book about sharks,” commented 
Mr. Rayne.  “It is a difficult book; 
however, Jake is very interested in 
learning about sharks.”  

“We hope the children benefit in 
numerous ways as a result of this 
program,” commented Mrs. Yocum.  
“If we’re lucky, the relationships 
made because of this program will 
grow and go beyond our classrooms.”

Rotarian Timothy Rayne works with second grader Jake An-
derson as part of the KEF-funded Rotary Reader Program at 
New Garden Elementary School.

Forty years ago, a television studio was 
introduced into a New York elementary 
school, marking the first time television 
was considered for educational purpos-
es.  The television quickly worked its way 
into the curriculum and proved that there 
was much more to television than enter-
tainment.    

With the influx of telecommunications 
and a 24-hour media world comes the 
demand for media literacy.  Television 
studios continue to make an impact in 
the classroom, especially in the Kennett 
Consolidated School District.  This year, 
Kennett High School opened its doors to 
a new, state-of-the-art television studio 
where students have the opportunity to 
learn the fundamentals of video produc-
tion.

Inside the Kennett High School television 
studio, students are learning how to write, 
produce, and edit television segments 
in a hands-on atmosphere.  In addition 
to the course elective, video production 
teacher Mr. Frank Vanderslice also in-
vites interested students to participate in 
K-TV, a magazine show that is produced 
by Kennett High School students.  Every 
morning the faculty, staff, and students 
are greeted by the K-TV volunteer team 
led by Mr. Vanderslice for the morning 
announcements.  The show is broadcast 

Kennett High School Presents K-TV
from the studio to every homeroom over 
the school’s closed circuit TV channel.  

“K-TV promotes all the great things that 
are going on within the high school,” com-
mented Mr. Vanderslice.  “It’s great to see 
the students so anxious to work on this and 
to truly get involved with the high school’s 
current events.”

Students that have a full year of TV technol-
ogy experience are eligible to participate in 
K-TV, where they are given the opportunity 
to create and deliver the television show.  
They go on location with video cameras to 
record scenes and interviews, then return 
to the studio to edit the segment using non-
linear video software.  “The broadcasts are 
beneficial in educating students in a more 
hands-on atmosphere as well as opening 
up the lines of communication throughout 
the school,” explained Mr. Vanderslice.

Students in the Video Production class as 
well as students involved with K-TV use 
real-life news segments to learn first-
hand the elements of TV production.  Mr. 
Vanderslice encourages students to watch 
the news from the perspective of a TV pro-
fessional.  “I’ll ask students to watch a 
news segment and dissect it,” explains Mr. 
Vanderslice.  “My goal is that they can ap-
ply what they are watching in our studio.” 

There are several jobs offered to the stu-

dents such as video 
mixer, audio mixer, 
announcers, cam-
era person, and 
computer operators. 
The jobs are rotated 
and shared among 
the students so that 
each can learn how 
to perform every 
job, whether it be 
in front of or behind 
the cameras.

The television stu-
dio also has a green 
screen.  It is with the 
help of the green 
screen that the stu-
dents can create a 
variety of visual aids 
to complement their 
script.  A green screen allows for computer 
graphics to be displayed, therefore provid-
ing the announcers with different back-
grounds while broadcasting.  

Mr. Vanderslice also teaches students 
the professional element of working in a 
TV studio.  “We are not working in a high 
school TV studio,” explains Mr. Vanderslice.  
“We are working in a real TV studio and I 
ask that students use a sense of profes-
sionalism while working here.”  

Mr. Vanderslice is looking forward to 
bringing in guest speakers who will ex-
pose students to the different types of ca-
reers paths as well as taking students on 
a field trip to a TV studio.  

Mr. Vanderslice has nearly 30 years of ex-
perience in TV production and is excited 
to share his passion with Kennett High 
School students.  He would like to thank 
all the teachers and administrators for 
their support of K-TV!

Junior Great Books Program a Hit at New Garden 
In 1947, the Great Book Foundation was 
founded to promote education.  In 1962 
the Foundation extended its mission to 
children with the introduction of the Ju-
nior Great Books Program, a book discus-
sion program that helps students develop 
literacy skills such as reading, listening 
and critical thinking as well as speaking 
and writing persuasively.  The program is 
currently offered to third and fourth grad-
ers at New Garden Elementary School.

The Junior Great Books Program in-
volves teachers and students as partners 
in reading.  They meet once a week to 
discuss important questions and ideas 
raised by literature they read, a process 
which the Great Books Program calls the 
Shared Inquiry Method of Learning.  By 
participating in the discussion, students 
learn to read for meaning and to support 
their own interpretations of the text.  

“The program enhances students’ inter-
pretive reading skills through independent 
reading and group skills,” commented 
Ms. Lucy D’Angelo.  “The Shared Inquiry 
Method of Learning combines high-qual-
ity literature, a leader’s consistent use of 
open-ended questions, and a strong focus 
on interpretation.”  

New Garden Elementary teachers became 
familiar with the process through a Shared 
Inquiry Training conducted by the Great 
Books Foundation.  This year Ms. Suzanne 
Minnick and Mrs. D’Angelo participated in 
the two-day training.   In the training, teach-
ers practiced the role of being a leader in 
the discussions as well as understanding 
the key features of the material. 

“With the Junior Great Books Program we 
can activate students’ curiosity and criti-
cal thinking by engaging them with text,” 

explained Mrs. 
D’Angelo.  “By the 
end of a few ses-
sions my third grad-
ers have shown 
growth in develop-
ing reading, com-
prehension, and 
interpretive skills.  
Watching them 
grow as readers is 
very rewarding!”  

Ms. D’Angelo leads a Junior Great Books discussion at New Garden Elementary School 
with Rachel Bricker (far left), Karina Acuna (right of Ms. D’Angelo), Ben Carter, Devan 
Deck, Matthew Covert, and Sierra Jones.  Catie Flanigan, Brynna Gaffney, Arianna 
Meola, Kylee Harvey, and Julia Beldyk are seated on the floor.

KHS seniors (L - R) Justin Lobb, director; Sean Mc Dermott, 
technical director; and Ian Luft, computer graphics work be-
hind the scenes to make K-TV come to life.
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KHS Students Sweep Best of 
Show in CAT Brandywine Flower Show
Kennett High School students swept the 
Best of Show category at the 23rd Annual 
Holiday Flower Show sponsored by the 
Center for Arts & Technology Brandywine 
Campus.  Yamaira Romero Zurita placed 
first in the Best of Show category, and 
Kathleen Flores and Nancy Medina Valdez 
took second and third place respectively.

The three winning entries were among 
170 holiday arrangements entered into the 
show.  The show was judged by Ed Delio of 
Whitford Florist in Exton and Ali Bersler of 
Kennett Florist in Kennett Square.  

In addition, the following Kennett High 
School students placed in their categories:

Single Candle Centerpiece
Marta Bernal-Torres, 3rd place 

Double Candle Centerpiece
Kathleen Flores, 1st place 
Yamaira Romero Zurita, 3rd place  

Holiday Table Centerpiece
Nancy Media Valdez, 1st place   
Marta Bernal-Torres, 3rd place 

Winter Wonderland
Marta Bernal-Torres, 1st place  
Yuliana Aguilar Mondragon, 2nd place 

Holiday Welcome
Nancy Medina Valdez, 1st place  
Kathleen Flores, 1st place   
 

Home Is Where The Heart Is
Yuliana Aguilar Mondragon, 1st place 
Zuleica Badillo, 3rd place   
 

Christmas Past
Yamaira Romero Zurita, 1st place  
  

Christmas Present
Yamaira Romero Zurita, 1st place  
Zuleica Badillo, 2nd place  

Christmas Future
Dimas Lopez Santoyo, 1st place   
Yamaira Romero Zurita, 1st place   
Yuliana Aguilar Mondragon, 2nd place 
Zuleica Badillo, 3rd place   

Forever
Yamaira Romero Zurita, 1st place

Tree Ornaments
Nancy Medina Valdez, 2nd place

Congratulations to (L-R) Nancy Medina Valdez,  Yamaira Romero, and  Kathleen 
Flores for taking first through third places at the 23rd annual Holiday Flower 
Show at the Center for Arts Technology Brandywine Campus.  

Kissing Ball
Marta Bernal-Torres, 1st place

Door Wreath
David Achey, 2nd place 

Kennett High School Student 
Helps Wounded Service Men and Women
Kennett High School junior Kevin Bowens 
(pictured at right) is collecting recreational 
items for wounded service men and women 
at the Walter Reed Hospital as part of earn-
ing his Eagle Scout rank, the highest attain-
able rank in the Boy Scouting program.  

Kevin must plan, develop, and lead a service 
project known as the Eagle Project.  It is an 
opportunity for Kevin to demonstrate lead-
ership of others while performing a project 
for the benefit of the community.  Kevin saw 
a need to help wounded service men and 
women and thought this project would be a 
great way to rally the community together to 
show support for our troops.  

“By helping wounded service men and 
women, our community can come together 
to help bring strength and happiness to our 
veterans,” explained Kevin.  “Collecting rec-
reational items for our veterans is just one 

way we can help the men and women who 
sacrificed so much for us.”

Kevin began the project in October of 2006.  
A written plan of the project was approved 
by the Walter Reed Hospital, Kevin’s Eagle 
advisor Mr. Gramming, the Troop 53 Com-
mittee, and District Superintendent Dr. Ru-
dolph Karkosak, as well as school principals.  
Kevin is also working closely with the Ameri-
can Red Cross who is helping him distribute 
the collected items among the service men 
and women.  Collection bins are located in 
all the school buildings in the District.  

Kevin asks that the community donate rec-
reational items such as DVDs, CDs, hand-
held games, craft supplies, books, puzzles, 
and other types of entertainment.  “We keep 
hearing about the war and rarely hear about 
the soldiers anymore,” explained Kevin.  
“This is a great way for the community to 

help our soldiers.”

Only 5% of Boy Scouts achieve Eagle 
Scout rank because of the rigorous 
nature of the required service proj-
ect.  In addition to earning the Eagle 
Scout rank, a Scout must also earn 21 
merit badges and demonstrate Scout 
spirit and leadership in the troop.  After 
completion of the Eagle Scout Service 
Project, a Scout must take part in a 
Scoutmaster conference before his 
18th birthday.  After all requirements 
are met, he must complete an Eagle 
Scout board of review where the troop 
committee ensures that all require-
ments were met.  The committee then 
makes the final approval for the pro-
cess of the Eagle Scout rank.

The Kennett Consolidated School District wishes Kevin the best as he works to earn the rank 
of Eagle Scout.

Kindergarten Registration/Inscripción para Kindergarten
Kindergarten registration is scheduled for April 16 and 17 from 9:30am - 12pm and 1 - 
2:30pm.  A child is eligible for admission to kindergarten if the child has attained the age of 
five years on or before September 30 of the year they are to be admitted to kindergarten. 
Please bring the following to registration:

proof of residency (lease, deed, mortgage payment receipt, contract, real estate tax •	
receipt, settlement papers, or electric bill; note – telephone bills will not be accepted 
as proof of residency)
parent/guardian identification (driver’s license or photo ID)•	
student birth certificate, baptismal certificate, or passport•	
proof of required immunizations (see below)•	

All children entering kindergarten must have the following immunizations:
4 doses of Tetanus/Diphtheria (usually given as DTP) - one dose must be given on or •	
after 4th birthday
3 doses of Polio •	
2nd  dose of Measles, 1 dose of Mumps and Rubella (preferably given as 2 MMR vac-•	
cines) – first dose must be given on or after 1st birthday; 2nd dose must be given at 
least 24 days after 1st dose
3 doses of Hepatitis B –interval between dose #1 and #2 must be at least 24 days; •	
interval between dose #2 and dose #3 must be at least 52 days; interval between dose 
#1 and #3 must be at least 108 days and dose # 3 must be given on or after 6 months 
of age 
1 dose of Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine or history of disease •	

Un niño es eligible para admision a kinder si el niño tiene cinco años en o antes del 30 de 
septiembre del año que va a entrar a kinder.  Cuando:  Abril 16 y 17, 2008 desde las 9:30 a 
12:00 p.m. y de 1:00 a 2:30 p.m.   Favor traer lo siguiente para inscribir a su niño:

prueba de residencia (contrato de arrendamiento, escritura, recibos de pago de •	
préstamo de la casa, contrato de compra de casa, pago de impuestos por propiedad, 
o recibos de pago de luz - cuentas de teléfono no son aceptadas como prueba de 
residencia
Identificación del padre / guardián (licencia de manejo o identificación con fo-•	
tografía)
Acta de nacimiento del estudiante, acta de bautismo o pasaporte•	
Prueba de las vacunaciones requeridas (ver en la parte de abajo)•	

Todo niño entrando a kindergarten debe tener las siguientes vacunas :

4 dosis de Tétano y Difteria (DTP)  - Una dosis hay que darle al niño después de que •	
cumpla los cuatro años
3 dosis de Polio•	
La Segunda dosis de sarampión, una dosis de paperas, y una de rubéola.•	
Es prefirible que se dé como dos de MMR – La primera dosis debe ser dada •	
después
de que cumpla 1 año de edad;la segunda dosis debe ser administrada por lo menos •	
24 días después de la primera dosis.
Tres dosis de Hepatitis B - entre la primera y segunda dosis debe haber un intervalo •	
de por lo menos 24 días; entre la segunda y tercera dosis debe de haber un intervalo 
mínimo de 52 días;  el intervalo entre la primera y la tercera dosis debe haber por lo 
menos un intervalo de 108 días.  La dosis # 3 debe ser dada a los 6 meses de edad 
o durante este período. 
1 dosis de Varicela o haber contraído la enfermedad•	

Si tiene preguntas favor llamar a Carmen Ortiz en  New Garden Elementary, al teléfono 
610-268-6900.  Por favor comparta esta información con otros padres que tienen niños 
en edad escolar.  Estamos deseosos de conocerlo cuando venga para registrar a su 
niño.
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KHS FBLA Prepares 
for State Competition
Congratulations to the following Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) mem-
bers for their first place finish at the Region 9 FBLA competition.  These students will 
now compete at the PA FBLA state competition. 

Bridget Phillips, Accounting I 

Eric Allenstein, Business Calculations 

Erin Odle, Brad Rybinski, and Elissa Skeirik, Business Ethics Team  

Erin Tatum, FBLA Principles and Procedures

Robert Ozdowy, Help Desk

Catherine Walsh, Public Speaking I 

Charles Benson, Intro to Parliamentary Procedure 

Kirsten Mackey Intro to Technology Concepts 

Chelsea Davis, Ryan Poorani, Noelle Slocum, and Erin Vining, Parliamentary 
     Procedure Team 

Stephan Carney, Word Processing

Congratulations to the following Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) mem-
bers who became eligible to compete at the PA FBLA state competition as a result of 
their performance at the Region 9 FBLA competition.

Jay Kronzer, Cyber Security 

Nilolette Grannum and Rita Nikki, Desktop Publishing 

Jennifer Byrnes, FBLA Principles and Procedures 

Beatriz Cordova, FBLA Principles and Procedures 

Laura May, Intro to Business 

Bess Ploener, Intro to Business 

Katelyn Wellnitz, Intro to Business Communication 

John Buchanan, Intro to Parliamentary Procedure 

Clara Heaverly, Marketing 

Lindsay McLeod, Katrina Sungail, Management Information Systems Team 

Diane Libert, Networking Concepts 

Tricia Finn, Networking Concepts 

Katie Marshall, Technology Concepts

Julia Staschen, Word Processing 

Congratulations to Kennett High School junior Janet Cordova who was elected to 
serve as 2008-2009 Region 9 Secretary.  Kennett High School FBLA advisor Mr. Jo-
seph O’Sullivan and Business Department members Ms. Colleen Barber, Ms. Chanel 
August and Ms. Jean O’Neil helped coordinate and judge.  Ms. Irene Meredith (World 
Language Department and Drama Club advisor) judged Public Speaking. Two retired 
members of the Business Department, Ms. Carol Phillips and Ms. Grace Russell, also 
helped, which is a tribute to their dedication to Kennett High School. 

100% of 2007 Donations Funded Grants and Scholarships

The Kennett Education Foundation (KEF) is proud to announce that 100% of donations 
by individuals during 2007 funded grants to teachers, scholarships to students, or en-
dowments supporting those programs.  None went to fundraising or other expenses!  
Few organizations can make this claim.  This feat was made possible through corporate 
sponsorships of our spring fundraiser, a CCRES expenses grant, several individual dona-
tions specifically designated to cover expenses, and by the hard work by the KEF board 
to keep expenses low.  A big thank you to everyone!  The board plans to repeat this 
achievement in 2008.

Please continue your support of our teachers and students through our spring fundraiser, 
to be held Wednesday evening, May 7, 2008.  Details of the ways in which the KEF sup-
ports the Kennett Consolidated School District are posted on the KEF’s website at www.
KennettEducationFoundation.org.

Exelon Funds Additional Teacher Grants

Exelon has given $5,000 to support the Kennett Education Foundation (KEF).  Most of 
this money will be used to fund additional grants to teachers to pursue innovative ideas 
in the classroom.  Teachers are encouraged to submit proposals year round for the KEF’s 
Innovative Grant Program.  More information about this program can be found on the 
KEF’s website, www.KennettEducationFoundation.org.

Two New Board Members Welcomed

The Kennett Education Foundation is pleased to announce that Loretta Perna from the 
Chester Counter Intermediate Unit (CCIU) and David Ellsworth of Exelon have joined our 
Board of Directors.  We are very fortunate that they have joined our team and look for-
ward to working with them.

Robert (Bob) George and Aline Frank have resigned from the KEF Board after serving for 
many years.  We thank them for their many contributions and wish them well with their 
new endeavors.

Inside the Kennett 
Education Foundation

The Kennett Consolidated School District’s 
Board of School Directors approved an early 
bird teachers’ contract by a vote of 9-0.  The 
contract, which was ratified with a solid “yes” 
vote by the Kennett Education Association on 
Wednesday, January 9, was negotiated over 
a six-week period by two dedicated teams 
of teachers and administrators who were 
committed to providing a win-win situation 
for the teachers and students of the District.  
The contract agreement was reached six 
months prior to the June 30th deadline.

According to Superintendent Dr. Rudolph 
Karkosak, “Our meetings with the KEA team 
were friendly and productive.  We shared the 
common goal of reaching a fair agreement 
with no disruption to the educational pro-
cess.  This contract is an excellent example 
of the collaboration we enjoy in the Kennett 
school community.”

Michael Kelly, Kennett Education Associa-
tion president said, “Both parties are to be 
commended for the positive atmosphere 
that was maintained throughout this round 
of negotiations.  The KEA appreciates the 
respect shown for the Kennett teachers and 
the teaching profession in general.  As in any 
true negotiations there was give and take on 
both sides in order to conclude the process 
and to allow all parties to focus their full at-
tention on the education of the students.  
This successor agreement should allow the 
Kennett district to continue to attract and 
maintain the best and the brightest teachers, 
thus ensuring that Kennett’s students will 
continue to receive the excellent educational 
opportunities that this community expects.”

School Board President Dr. George P. Drake 
stated, “The new collective bargaining agree-
ment is a win-win.  It will allow us to attract 
and retain the very best new teachers the re-
gion has to offer, and it communicates to our 
more experienced teachers how much their 
hard work and positive influence on student 
achievement are appreciated.”

KCSD Reaches an Early 
Bird Teachers’ Contract

The highlights of the four-year agreement, 
2008 to 2012, include:

Salary:  During the four years of the contract 
increases will be 4.5% during the 2008-09 
school year with a 1.2% adjustment made 
to beginning teacher salaries; 4.4% during 
2009-2010; 4.3% during 2010-2011; and 
4.2% in the final year of the contract.

Time:  Teachers will continue to work 190 
days and an additional hour each Monday on 
processes for instructional development and 
improving student achievement.  Additional 
time has been added to elementary specials 
in order to bring consistency throughout the 
schedules of all three elementary buildings.

Benefits:  In order to control costs, the Pre-
scription Drug Plan will change to a manda-
tory mail-in for maintenance drugs requiring 
two co-payments for a three-month supply.  
Also, if a state-wide healthcare plan is devel-
oped, the parties agree to meet and discuss 
the adoption of the program for the District.

Tuition Reimbursement:  Throughout the life 
of the agreement a cap has been placed on 
the number of reimbursable credits to 15 
per year.  Teachers may take up to 6 credits 
in the fall or spring semesters and up to 9 
credits in the summer to reach the total of 
15 credits per year.  Over the next four years, 
modest increases ranging from zero to five 
percent in the amount of eligible reimburse-
ment for courses approved by the Superin-
tendent will be subject to specific guidelines 
to help control costs.

Supplemental Contracts:  During the life of 
the agreement supplemental contracts will 
remain stationary until the final year of the 
contract when they will increase by five per-
cent.  Vacancies for sports-related supple-
mental contracts will be advertised to both 
the staff and the public in order to secure the 
most qualified candidate for positions.

Important Information for 
Incoming Kindergartners
For the 2008-09 school year, the Literacy Enhancement Academic Program (LEAP) will 
begin on the first day of school. In previous years, the program started in mid-October. 
LEAP is a Kennett Consolidated School District program that provides an additional half  
day of kindergarten in a small group setting to students who qualify.  Children selected 
for the program display academic need in the area of literacy. 

All incoming kindergarten students will register for kindergarten on April 16 and 17 at 
their home schools.  On those dates, parents will also make a fifteen minute appointment 
for late May or early June for their child to be pre-screened for LEAP. 

Students who qualify for the additional half day of instruction will be notified by mail in 
late July, and LEAP will begin on the first day of school.  Students identified for LEAP 
attend their assigned kindergarten class for one half of the day and move to the literacy 
class for the remainder of the day.  The LEAP program has been very successful in boost-
ing the acquisition of early literacy skills.  Please contact your school for more informa-
tion on kindergarten registration or the LEAP program.

KCSD Partners with Local Pre-Schools

The Kennett Consolidated School District, in conjunction with the Chester County Early 
Childhood Council, is participating in a grant with local agencies to improve the transi-
tion from pre-school to KCSD kindergarten. Directors of Even Start, Head Start, Kennett 
Square Pre-School Cooperative, and the Kennett Square Family Center will collaborate 
with the KCSD to build cooperative relationships between early care and education pro-
grams. 

The goals are to heighten awareness, facilitate visits, and share practices and curri-
cula. Research shows that when families receive help with the transition process from 
preschool to kindergarten, children enter kindergarten more ready to have a successful 
experience. The group has established two goals for this year.  The first is to increase the 
number of early kindergarten registrants through better communication. The second is to 
help preschool educators support children’s kindergarten readiness in language arts and 
mathematics by sharing KCSD practices.  If you are interested in learning more about 
the partnership, please contact Jane Pedroso, Curriculum Supervisor, at jpedroso@kcsd.
org.
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Around the District
March 
6......................................................................KHS Friends of Music Mtg, 7:30pm
6...................................................................................KHS College Info Night, 7pm
6.........................................................................................MDL PTO Mtg, 9:30am
10.................................................................................School Board Mtg, 7pm @ DO
11-14.........................................................Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences
11.................................................................................................NG PTO Mtg, 7pm
12..................................................................................KHS Athletic Boosters, 7pm
13-15...........................................................................................KHS Musical, 7pm
17-21........................................................................................................No School
21.......................................................................................................District Closed
27.........................................................................National Honor Society Induction
28..................................................................................................KEF Mtg, 7:30am
28.............................................................................................MDL Spring Pictures
31...........................................................................................PSSA Testing Begins
24.........................................................................Curriculum Committee Mtg, 7pm

April
1-11.....................................................PSSA Testing Math/Reading Grades 3-8, 11
1-4.......................................................................KMS Parent/Teacher Conferences
2...........................................................................................KMS PTO Mtg, 7:30pm
3................................................................................KHS Friends of Music, 7:30pm
3................................................................................................MDL PTO Mtg, 7pm
4...........................................................................End of 3rd MP (Secondary School)
7-9.........................................................................KMS After-The-Bell Registration 
8...................................................................................................NG PTO Mtg, 7pm
9..............................................................................KHS Athletic Boosters, 7pm
11......................................................................................KMS Dance 7:30-9:30pm
14................................................................................School Board Mtg, 7pm at DO
16............................................................................KHS Graduation Project Mtgs
16 & 17..............................................................................Kindergarten Registration
18.................................................................................................KEF Mtg, 7:30am
19.........................................................KHS 7th Annual Multicultural Conference
20..............................................................................................................Earth Day
22..................................................................................KMS After-The-Bell Begins
22...........................................................................KHS Chamber Concert, 7:30pm
23.......................................................................................KHS Honors Night, 7pm
25........................................................................................KHS Prom & After-Prom
28-30.........................................................PSSA Testing Science Grades 4, 8, 11
28..........................................................................Curriculum Committee Mtg, 7pm
30....................................................Elementary Instrumental Concert, 7pm @ KHS

May
1-8................................................................PSSA Testing Science Grades 4, 8, 11
1..............................................................................KHS Friends of Music, 7:30pm
1..........................................................................................MDL PTO Mtg, 9:30am
1................................................................................................MDL Spring Concert
2-3.......................................................................................................KMS Musical
5..........................................................................................KHS Alumni Mtg, 7pm
7.............................................................................................KEF Spring Fundraiser

SAVE THE DATE
May 7, 2008

Kennett Education Foundation’s
Spring Fundraiser

KHS Hosts College 
Information Night
Kennett High School hosted a college in-
formation night for English and Spanish 
speaking parents of high school juniors.  
The event, held annually by the Guidance 
Department, presented information that 
will help parents understand the college 
application process.  

“The college application process can be 
stressful and overwhelming to parents,” 
commented guidance counselor Ms. Di-
ana Wildermuth.  “By providing all the 
necessary information to parents, they 
can start the process early and be better 
prepared.”

The Guidance Department presented in-
formation on many topics, such as fac-
tors to consider in choosing colleges, Ad-
vanced Placement policies, financial aid 
and scholarships, Internet resources, and 
registering for the SAT.  Counselors also 
discussed how students can manage the 
stress as they begin the process.    

The presentation for Spanish-speaking 
parents was delivered by high school 
seniors Israel Bernal and Ruben Gayton.  
“The College Information Night for Span-
ish Speaking Parents definitely offered a 
way for Hispanic parents to gain a better 

understanding of the complex process 
involved in applying to college,” com-
mented Ruben.  “Answering questions 
and providing information in Spanish al-
lowed parents to overcome the linguistic 
barrier that has often prevented them 
from getting involved with their child’s 
education.”

Ms. Wildermuth said that Ruben and 
Israel did a great job presenting to par-
ents.  “As they went through the process 
with parents, they also shared their own 
experiences as high school seniors that 
are finishing up the process,” explained 
Ms. Wildermuth.  “They gave a wealth of 
information to our Spanish-speaking par-
ents, and we are confident that this will 
help to ease the process for them.”

“The amount of support that our school 
offers to the Latino students is very im-
pressive, as is the number of Latino stu-
dents who want to succeed and have a 
brighter future,” commented Israel, a 
Hispanic student who has only lived in 
the U.S. for two years and has applied 
for acceptance to Penn State, Millersville 
University, Bloomsburg University, and 
University of Pittsburgh.

action plans based on available data and 
student needs.  Dr. Karkosak initiated 
a model that encourages school-level 
decision making while maintaining the 
strong leadership that is necessary to 
bring the entire staff together in an ef-
fort to serve the educational needs of all 
students. 

In order to meet the challenges of a rap-
idly growing English Language Learn-
ers (ELL) population and the ongoing 
demands of No Child Left Behind, Dr. 
Karkosak developed numerous initia-
tives to meet the diverse needs of all 
students.  One of these, the Administra-
tors’ Academy, provides leadership train-
ing through monthly seminars to discuss 
current trends in education. 

A second initiative that has been imple-
mented throughout the District is LEAP 
(Literacy Enhancement Academic Pro-
gram). In an effort to narrow the achieve-
ment gap between proficient and non-
proficient students, this unique program 
targets kindergarteners who are in need 
of additional assistance.

In addition, community partnerships 
with organizations such as the Kennett 
Education Foundation and the Kennett 

Superintendent of the Year
Area Communities That Care have re-
sulted in investments in education which 
have provided the Kennett Consolidated 
School District the ability to continue ed-
ucating the entire school community.  

Nominators describe Karkosak as some-
one who leads by example.  “He is ever 
the optimist, an eloquent speaker, a child 
advocate, caring, empowering, an active 
listener, problem-solver, a collaborator – 
and [someone who] rolls up his sleeves 
to help everyone get the job done.”  

Nominators also referred to the positive 
climate in the District, mutual trust and 
respect among all constituencies, and 
staff empowerment as direct results of 
Dr. Karkosak’s leadership.  “He teaches 
us to look at the big picture, pay atten-
tion to the details, and always keep in 
mind what we are all about – the kids; 
to always have a sense of humor, find 
balance in our professional and personal 
lives, and that the glass is always half-
full,” one said. 

Dr. Karkosak was formally recognized 
in February at the American Association 
of School Administrators (AASA) Confer-
ence on Education in Tampa, Florida.

Continued from page 1

Technology Helps 
Middle Schoolers Study
To many adults, it may seem like every 
young person has wires coming from their 
ears!  MP3 players, similar to the Walk-
man Personal Stereos that were popular 
in the 1980s, are extremely popular, and 
Kennett Middle School teacher Ms. Ta-
mara Fellows jumped on this popularity 
when she developed MP3 Study Guides.  

“Today the majority of students are tech-
no-savvy.  It is our responsibly as educa-
tors to offer them technological oppor-
tunities to enhance their education,” Ms. 
Fellows stated.  “My hope is to provide an 
opportunity for students who would like to 
listen to an audio review of the material 
after an absence or prior to an assign-
ment.”

Ms. Fellows received a grant from the 
Kennett Education Foundation’s Innova-
tive Grant Program to implement the MP3 
Study Guides.  MP3 Study Guides include 
downloaded podcasts and assessments 
that provide students with lessons and re-
views of classroom material using audio 
and visual formats.  

Ms. Fellows believes that using MP3 play-
ers will reinforce vocabulary and main 
concepts, enabling students to review 
material at their leisure.  An iQuiz feature 
will also be added which allows students 

to make their own iQuiz as a study tool 
or take the saved iQuiz developed by Ms. 
Fellows.  Ms. Fellows explains that af-
ter a student listens to a review session 
on the MP3, the program asks multiple 
choice and true/false questions that al-
low grades to be automatically recorded.  
By recorded quiz grades, students and 
teachers are able to evaluate the pro-
gram and determine if the podcasts are 
useful. 

Ms. Fellows links the podcasts to her 
web page so students can also listen 
to the downloads anywhere the Internet 
can be accessed, such as at home or the 
library. For students who do not have ac-
cess to MP3 players, the grant enabled 
Ms. Fellows to purchase iPods that stu-
dents can borrow during her 8th period 
free classroom.

In addition to providing all students with 
a way to review what was taught in class, 
the study guides provide an added ben-
efit to English Language Learners (ELL).  
“By being able to hear the vocabulary 
and concepts, ELL are able to reinforce 
their oral language skills by replaying 
the lesson which increases comprehen-
sion of the material,” commented Ms. 
Fellows.” 
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KHS Soccer Player Named Academic All-American
Kennett High School soccer midfielder 
David Cates has been named a National 
Soccer Coaches Athletic Association’s 
(NSCAA) Scholar All-American.  David is 
one of 35 high school players through-
out the country awarded this prestigious 
achievement.

“It is a great honor and achievement 
for David and his family,” commented 
Kennett High School Athletic Director Mr. 
Jeffrey Thomas.  “We are very proud of 
him!”

This is the first time that a player on 
the high school soccer team has been 
awarded the NSCAA Scholar All-Ameri-
can.  David was nominated by his coach 
Mr. Pete Dicce, who commented that 
“David was the obvious choice for this 
distinction due to his hard work in school 
and on the field.” 

In addition to his skills on the field, David 
holds a 4.0 GPA, is in the top 5% of his 
class and was named a National Merit 
Semifinalist. In recognition of David’s pres-
tigious honor, David and his family attended 
the 61st annual NSCAA Convention in Bal-
timore, Maryland.  The conference is the 
world’s largest annual gathering of soccer 
coaches and the largest soccer convention 
in the world.  

“Playing soccer has helped me grow and 
has taught me leadership skills,” stated 
David.  David, a senior, has played varsity 
soccer for Kennett High School since his 
freshmen year.  David is a left back and 
center mid-fielder.  

Congratulations to KHS senior David Cates (front 
row center) for being named an Academic All-Amer-
ican.  David (front row) is shown with his parents, 
(back row, L-R) KHS principal Dr. Michael Barber, 
varsity soccer coach Mr. Peter Dicce and KHS Ath-
letic Director Mr. Jeffery Thomas.

Kennett High School Senior 
Presents Research Findings at Conference
The Kennett Consolidated School District 
is proud of Kennett High School senior 
Julian Rose, who presented his research 
findings at the 2007 Annual Human Re-
search Protection Programs conference 
in Boston.  Julian presented his find-
ings about the current assent process 
(the process of obtaining consent) that 
is commonly used in research projects 
involving child subjects throughout the 
world.

“My long-term goal is to enter the medi-
cal research field,” commented Julian. 
“Through medical research I can help 
more people.”

As one of the youngest individuals to 
present at the conference, Julian was 
also invited to Buenos Aires, Argentina 
to conduct further ethics research.  His 
research was part of the Kennett High 
School’s Academically Talented proj-

ect that he also presented to faculty and 
students last spring.  His research was 
supported by the Nem-
ours Foundation, an or-
ganization that provides 
leadership, institutions, 
and services to restore 
and improve the health 
of children through care 
and programs not read-
ily available regardless of 
the recipient’s financial 
status.  

Julian, along with assis-
tance from his father Dr. 
Carlos D. Rose MD, CIP, 
conducted research on 
the perceptions of child-
hood assent among American and Non-
American researchers.  “The research was 
a survey-based study where we asked 
participants 18 questions,” explained Ju-

lian.  “We hypothesized that the majority of 
responding investigators will assume that 

children have a good level 
of understanding of the 
assent forms, that they 
will support and will have 
knowledge of the assent 
process.”

Julian’s research dis-
cussed the development 
and approval of new 
drugs that involve unprec-
edented international col-
laboration.  His research 
stated that in the United 
States the FDA accepts 
data gathered overseas 
and exercises auditing 

power on non-United States sites. 

“In pediatrics, international collaboration 
is of utmost importance because recruit-

ing children for clinical trials is hard and 
need for advancement is urgent,” com-
mented Julian.  “Assent is the process 
where a minor agrees to participate.  
The process is intended to respect the 
child’s autonomy and is mandated by 
law.”  Julian’s researched focused on 
the unknown aspects of assent includ-
ing conviction among researchers of as-
sent’s importance, perceived necessity 
by pediatric participants and the degree 
of understanding of assent regulations 
among United States and non-United 
States researchers.  

“There have not been many studies on 
this subject matter,” commented Julian.  
“It was really interesting to further re-
search this process.”  Julian hopes to 
enroll at the University of Pennsylvania 
in the fall to pursue a career in medicine 
with a focus on medical research. 

Do Your Stories Have Holes?
The snow on the television screen saved 
the lives of Mary and Bess.  How?

This is just one of the many stories with 
holes that Mary Ella Verdes, Academi-
cally Talented Coordinator for grade K-5, 
presents to her fourth and fifth grade 
math students.  “The stories are logic 
problems, and logic is the foundation of 
math,” Ms. Verdes explains.  “The stories 
are a great way to get students to think 
creatively.”

Once Ms. Verdes reads the class the sto-
ry, the students begin to ask her “yes” or 
“no” questions.  There are no pre-taught 
skills, so the children are left to their own 
reasoning abilities and experimental in-
formation to arrive at the correct answer.  
The only answers Ms. Verdes will provide 
are “yes,” “no,” or “that is not relevant.”  
It is fascinating to watch the students 
work as a team to figure out the answer.  
Questions such as “Were Mary and Bess 
human?” are now one of the first ques-
tions that the students will ask.  “It is 
amazing…you can see the progression 
of the students,” Ms. Verdes commented.  
“My kids can’t get enough of Stories with 
Holes!”

Fifth graders in Mary D. Lang Elementary School’s Academically Talented class gather 
after a session of Stories with Holes.

Mary D. Lang fifth grader Mequil 
Constantano loves Stories with 
Holes “because everybody works 
together to get the answer.”  

Mequil’s classmates Lilian Clark, 
Angel Ross, and Charlie Thomp-
son all agree that the stories are 
“challenging, but lots of fun!”

Ms. Verdes was introduced to 
the Stories with Holes series at 
a conference.  She began using 
the program during the 2006-07 
academic year at Greenwood El-
ementary School.  She now has 
130 students engaged at all three 
schools thanks to a grant from the 
Kennett Education Foundation. 

“Stories with Holes is a great 
series of books that encourages 
divergent thinking and increases 
cognitive skills,” Ms. Verdes ex-
plained.  “I like that the exercise is an en-
joyable change of pace for my students.”

Fifth grader Angel Ross admits to really 
getting into the problems. “You just can’t 
think that the answer is something obvi-

ous, because they always have a twist at 
the end!”

By the way … Mary and Bess were cows. 
The snow on the television indicated that a 

storm was approaching, which prompted 
the farmer to bring them in from the pas-
ture.


