
August 13, 2021

Dear Kennett Community,

I hope you’ve had a safe, healthy, and enjoyable summer break. With just a couple weeks to go before we
begin a new school year, I am writing to update you on changes to the district’s 2021-2022 Health and Safety
Plan that was approved by the School Board of Directors in July. These changes will be implemented as we
begin the 2021-2022 school year.

Following weekly consultation with our Board, the Chester County Health Department (CCHD), county
educational leaders, and various medical professionals, it has been determined that the safest and most
proactive way to begin the school year will be to align our school opening strategies with the
recommendations outlined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Items of note in the
updated Health and Safety Plan are highlighted below:

MASKING
Beginning August 16th, in accordance with current CDC recommendations along with aligned guidance from
the CCHD and the Pennsylvania Department of Health, masks will be required for all KCSD staff, students,
and visitors in buildings and on school buses, regardless of vaccination status. Outdoor events and
activities such as recess, gym class, and sports will remain mask-optional. We will continue to review county
transmission numbers weekly as transmission data changes. Additionally, beginning mid-September, we may
modify our masking policy (see below), as a whole or for any grade level(s), should the transmission level
change for at least two consecutive weeks, according to CCHD data. Unvaccinated staff members and
students will be encouraged to mask while indoors when the transmission level is Low or Moderate.

County transmission
Level

7-day Incidence Rate
per 100,000

7-day Percent Positivity
Rate

Approach to Masking
K - 12

Low <10 <5.0% Optional
Moderate 10 - 49 5.0% - 7.9% Strongly

Recommended
Substantial 50 – 99 8.0% - 9.9% Required
Very High ≥100 ≥10% Required

CLEANING AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS
● 3 feet of physical distancing will be maintained to the extent possible in classrooms and cafeteria.
● Routine cleaning will continue to be implemented as well as regular handwashing and use of hand

sanitizer stations before lunch and throughout the day.
● Drinking fountains will be turned off, but water filling stations will be available in each school.
● Visitors will be allowed on site by appointment only. Visitors are required to wear masks at all times

while inside KCSD buildings.

STUDENT QUARANTINING AND CONTACT TRACING
● The CDC guidance adds the following exception to the definition of student close contacts:

● In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were
within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness)
where both students were engaged in consistent and correct use of well-fitting face masks;
and other K–12 school prevention strategies (such as universal and correct mask use, physical
distancing, increased ventilation) were in place in the K–12 school setting.

● We will continue to use contact tracing if a student tests positive for COVID-19.

https://www.kcsd.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-2022_Health_Safety-Plan_Updated-8_12.pdf
https://www.kcsd.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-2022_Health_Safety-Plan_Updated-8_12.pdf


We will continue to work with the CCHD, and others, while monitoring COVID-19 metrics and adjusting our 
plan as needed. The reinstatement of our COVID dashboard will begin following the first week of 
school. Previous data has been archived on our website. For updated information, please visit www.kcsd.org/.

With the exception of required masking, we are very much looking forward to a traditional start to the school 
year.

Have a great remainder of the summer. Please stay safe!

D. Dusty Blakey
Superintendent

http://www.kcsd.org/



