
KCSD COVID-19 Health & Safety Plan
Frequently-Asked Questions

Are masks required on buses?
The Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) announced on Friday, February 25th, that
it is “exercising its discretion to not require that people wear masks on buses or vans operated
by public or private school systems, including early care and education/child care programs.” In
accordance with their most recent recommendations, beginning March 15th, the use of masks
by all students, staff and visitors will be optional on KCSD buses regardless of vaccination
status.

Please note: those returning from home after five days of COVID-19 quarantine or isolation will
still be expected to wear a mask for five additional days per Chester County Health Department
orders. Those who do not wish to wear a mask must remain home for the full ten days.

Are masks required in KCSD buildings?
In accordance with the most recent recommendations of the Chester County Health Department
(CCHD), Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and Centers for Disease Control &
Prevention (CDC), beginning March 15th, the use of masks by all students, staff and visitors will
be optional in KCSD buildings regardless of vaccination status.

Please note: those returning from home after five days of COVID-19 quarantine or isolation will
still be expected to wear a mask for five additional days per Chester County Health Department
orders. Those who do not wish to wear a mask must remain home for the full ten days.

May principals, teachers, coaches or other staff require individuals to mask in specific
contexts?
No. Students, staff, families and community members will have the choice to wear or not wear
their mask. We encourage all to be respectful of individuals’ personal preferences.

Will KCSD monitor students whose parents want them to wear a mask in school every
day?
At this time, KCSD is unable to monitor individual students for adherence to family mask
preferences. We encourage all families to have conversations about their plans.

Are masks available for those who need one?
Yes! KCSD will continue to make disposable masks available in all buildings and on all buses for
those who need one.

https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/masks/mask-travel-guidance.html


Under what circumstances would we revert back to a mask requirement at KCSD?
The district’s Pandemic Team will continue to closely monitor KCSD case counts in coordination
with our Nursing staff. If case incidence (ie. the number of positive cases) in any school reaches
five percent or more in a given week, masks will become required in that building and on those
buses for two weeks or until the resurgence has passed. KCSD COVID-19 data is updated on
our website weekly.

Are in-person events taking place?
Yes, in-person events may take place on district campuses!

May parents volunteer in school?
Yes, parents may volunteer in school. However, visitors will continue to be allowed on site by
appointment only.

Is KCSD following physical distancing guidelines?
Yes, KCSD will continue to allow for at least three feet of physical distance between individuals
wherever feasible.

Is KCSD making hand sanitizing stations available?
Yes, KCSD will continue to maintain hand sanitizing stations in all buildings.

Is KCSD following enhanced cleaning protocols?
Yes, the KCSD Custodial Team will continue daily cleaning of any utilized spaces.

Can students go through the cafeteria line to select food items instead of being
distributed a bagged lunch?
Beginning February 28th, all KCSD students will go through the cafeteria line to receive their
free lunch. Please note that meals will continue to be pre-packaged.

Are water fountains turned on?
No, water fountains will remain off. However, students are encouraged to bring a reusable bottle
for use at one of our water filling stations.

Are KCSD buildings well-ventilated?
Yes, fresh air is continually provided to the buildings through regularly-maintained ventilation
systems.

Will a remote learning option be available for students in quarantine or isolation due to
COVID-19?
Yes, students who are home according to the Chester County Health Department’s orders for
COVID-19 quarantine or isolation will be offered the opportunity to audit their classes. Students
who are impacted should contact their principal and school nurse for more information.

Does KCSD provide COVID-19 testing?

https://www.kcsd.org/news/2021/09/01/reopening-guidelines-and-health-safety-plan-october-2020-directrices-de-reapertura-y-plan-de-salud-y-seguridad-octubre-de-2020/
https://www.kcsd.org/news/2021/09/01/reopening-guidelines-and-health-safety-plan-october-2020-directrices-de-reapertura-y-plan-de-salud-y-seguridad-octubre-de-2020/


Yes, free COVID-19 tests are available for any symptomatic student or staff member via their
school nurse.

Does KCSD provide opportunities for students, staff and families to receive their
COVID-19 vaccines?
Yes, KCSD occasionally hosts vaccination clinics. However, members of the community are
encouraged to ask their local pharmacy or primary care provider about vaccine availability.

Does KCSD require weekly assurance testing for non-vaccinated staff and contractors?
No, KCSD does not require weekly assurance testing for non-vaccinated staff and contractors.

What information guides the KCSD Pandemic Team’s decision making?
We continue to closely monitor KCSD case counts and the guidance of health authorities
including CCHD, CHOP, PADOH and CDC.

Will KCSD’s response to COVID-19 continue to evolve?
Yes. The KCSD School Board of Directors authorizes the Superintendent and/or his
designee, in cooperation with the KCSD Pandemic Team, to modify the district’s COVID-19
Health & Safety Plan without consent of the Board as needed.




