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PLEASE REVIEW THIS HANDBOOK, COMPLETE THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM ONLINE
OR IN PRINT AND RETURN IT TO YOUR CHILD’S HOMEROOM TEACHER NO LATER THAN
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM
Students and Parents/Guardians are required to sign below to acknowledge that a copy has
been received and read thoroughly.

School Attending Grade Level

_________________________________ __________________________________

Student Name (Please Print) Student Signature & Date

_________________________________ __________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print) Parent/Guardian Signature & Date

_________________________________ __________________________________

Parent/Guardian Telephone Number Parent/Guardian Email Address

________________________________ __________________________________
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A MUST READ FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS
In order to alleviate the number of forms parents/guardians are asked to sign in the
beginning of the year, we want parents/guardians to know:

1. It is important that the student emergency form be completely filled out and
returned immediately. Should your child become ill or sustain an injury, this
information is necessary to reach parents/guardians.

2. Students are required to have dental evaluations upon school entrance and in 3rd
and 7th grade. If you DO NOT want your child evaluated by the dental hygienist at
school at no cost to you, please send a letter to your school nurse. You will then be
responsible for having your private dentist complete these evaluations.

3. Students are required to have scoliosis evaluations in 6th and 7th grade. If you DO
NOT want your child evaluated for scoliosis at school, please send a letter to your school
nurse. You will then be responsible for having your private physician complete these
evaluations.

4. Students are sometimes photographed or videotaped during activities for inclusion in our
public relations materials. If you DO NOT want your child photographed or videotaped, please
put your request in writing to your building principal.

5. As the parent/guardian of a student of KCSD, you agree to have received, read and
understood the Acceptable Use of the Communications and Information Systems Policy (No.
816). In addition, you agree to have reviewed this Policy with your child and answered
questions they asked. If you or your child have further questions, you will ask your child’s
principal. You agree to have your child abide by the requirements of the Policy, and your child
understands that if they violate the Policy, they are subject to KCSD’s discipline and could be
subject to local, state and federal legal recourse. If you DO NOT want your child to use
Communications and Information Systems, please put your request in writing to your
building principal.

6. If you WOULD like prior notification of any pesticide application in your child’s school,
please make the request in writing to your building principal.

7. Parents/guardians of juniors or seniors who DO NOT want student information disclosed to
military recruiters must put their request in writing to have their child excluded and send the
request to the Kennett High School (KHS) principal.

8. This school year, there may be opportunities for your child to take anonymous state and/or
local surveys. If you DO NOT wish your child to participate, please send a letter to your school
principal.

9. To accommodate special needs as required by state and federal law, certain students in
your child’s classroom might have the right to audio/video record, or to receive teacher-made
audio and video recordings of discussions that occur during instructional activities. These
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recordings could include the voice or likeness of your child. The child making the recording or
for whom the recording is made will use the recording solely to support his or her ability to
access and retain educational information. The recording will be destroyed when it is no
longer necessary for that purpose. Recordings shall not be maintained by or otherwise
considered educational records of KCSD for any purpose.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Students and Families,

I am pleased to welcome you to the Kennett Consolidated School District (KCSD) for the
2022-23 Academic Year!

This handbook, as well as those our schools have provided to you, should serve as a quick
guide to navigating KCSD this year. In addition, we invite you to explore a more
comprehensive listing of all KCSD Board Policies on our website at www.kcsd.org.

At KCSD, we believe that education is the world’s most important work. Our vision is to
nurture, prepare and empower all, showing everyone they matter in their journey to succeed
in the world. In this effort, we thank you for partnering with us.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact our team at any
time.

Sincerely,

D. Dusty Blakey, Ed.D.
Superintendent

VISION
The Kennett Consolidated School District (KCSD) is an inclusive community that nurtures,
prepares and empowers ALL, showing everyone they matter in their journey to succeed in
the world.

MISSION
To inspire innovative thinkers by fostering inclusive, supportive relationships, and developing
resiliency through rigorous, relevant, educational experiences.

CORE VALUES
● Integrity
● Resilience
● Student-Centered
● Accountability
● Collaboration
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GENERAL INFORMATION
School Closing Information
When faced with severe storms, KCSD Administration may choose to announce an early
dismissal, delayed opening or district closure to ensure the safety of our community.
Announcements will be made by website, social media, email, text message and phone call.
Television channels 6ABC, NBC10 and FOX29 will also broadcast this information.
Out-of-district programs follow their own schedules. Families must check with their child’s
program to determine the impact of early dismissals, delayed openings and district closures.

District Notification System
KCSD maintains a comprehensive communication system to inform and inspire all members
of its community. Families are invited to follow along via KCSD’s website and official
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter Channels. In addition, KCSD utilizes School Messenger to
communicate by email, text message and phone call. To update their contact information,
families should log into the Skyward Family Access Portal.

Daily School Schedules
Students are not to arrive on school property more than 15 minutes before school starts
unless they are engaged in a scheduled school activity or are enrolled in a before-school
program. There is no adult supervision before school starting time.

● High School: 7:40 a.m. – 2:35 p.m.
● Middle School: 7:40 am – 2:35 p.m.
● Elementary Schools: 8:45 am – 3:30 p.m.
● Kindergarten Center: 9:05 am – 3:05 p.m.

When a delayed school opening is declared, bus pickup and starting times will start two
hours later:

● High School: 9:40 a.m. – 2:35 p.m.
● Middle School: 9:40 a.m. – 2:35 p.m.
● Elementary Schools: 10:45 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
● Kindergarten Center: 11:05 a.m. – 3:05 p.m.

Calendar of Events
Real-time information on KCSD events can be found on the KCSD website.

Food Services
National School Breakfast and Lunch Programs
KCSD participates in the National School Breakfast and Lunch Programs. Breakfast is free for
all students between October 2022 and June 2023.  Lunch costs $3.00 (Elementary) and $3.25
(Middle and High School).

Menus can be viewed on the KCSD website, the Nutrislice App and are posted in the
cafeteria.
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Snack items and beverages are offered in single serving sizes and comply with the KCSD
Wellness Policy (No. 246). Prices for all a-la-carte items are posted in the cafeteria.

The cafeteria uses a computerized Point of Sale system which allows the school to meet
certain federal guidelines and eliminates the need for students to pay cash on a daily basis.
Parents/guardians prepay online into the point of sale system. Students use their
KCSD-assigned Student ID number to access their cafeteria account. Meals are recorded and
purchases are automatically deducted from their account. An account history (showing
prepayments as well as items consumed) is available upon request or online.

Meal Charge Procedure
The following procedures are established to address situations in which a student does not
have sufficient funds in their pre-paid account for breakfast and/or lunch.

The term “charge” is defined as: “the cost of the meal will be charged to the student’s account
and will result in a negative balance.”

The goal of this procedure is to ensure that no student is denied a meal and that prescribed
steps are followed to collect funds owed to the cafeteria program. This procedure is
consistent with the latest guidance provided by the USDA and the Division of Food &
Nutrition of the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

1. Students with a negative balance will be permitted to charge meals without meal
substitution.

2. Charging of a-la-carte items will not be permitted for any student who has a negative
account balance.

3. Only students who have been approved under the eligibility guidelines of the National
School Lunch Program are entitled to a free meal. All non-eligible students will be
charged for their meal.

4. All student accounts with a negative balance will be notified weekly by email and text.
The message will be sent to the parent(s)/guardian(s) as identified in the student
information system.

5. The building administration will contact the parent(s)/guardian(s) if a student’s
account balance exceeds a negative balance greater than $25.

6. All student accounts with a negative balance of $50 will warrant a meeting with the
building principal and social worker.

7. All student accounts with a negative balance of $100 will be turned over to a
third-party collection agency.

KCSD offers a Meal Benefit Program. If you now receive Food Stamps or TANF (formerly
AFDC) Cash Assistance, Migrant or Homeless for your child(ren), your child(ren) is(are) eligible
to receive free meals under this program. Meals are also offered at reduced price for those
who qualify. To receive free or reduced price meals for your child(ren) you must complete an
application each year and either submit it online or return it to the school office, unless you
have received a letter of eligibility from KCSD prior to the start of school. The point of sale
System is designed so that the identities of students participating in the Meal Benefit
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Program are kept confidential. Parents/guardians may prepay into the student meal account
for a la carte purchases even if the student qualifies for free or reduced meals. Applications
are distributed to all students before the first week of school but are also available in the
school office and on the KCSD website. An application may be completed at any time during
the school year if a family financial need arises.

Please refer to the following charts as a guideline for eligibility in the Meal Benefit Program:

Income Eligibility Guidelines
Effective from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023

Household
Size

Federal
Poverty
Guidelines

Reduced Price Meals - 185% Free Meals - 130%

Annual Annual Monthly Twice
Per

Month

Every
Two

Weeks

Weekly Annual Monthly Twice Per
Month

Every
Two

Weeks

Weekly

48 Contiguous States, District of Columbia, Guam and Territories

1 13,590 25,142 2,096 1,048 967 484 17,667 1,473 737 680 340

2 18,310 33,874 2,823 1,412 1,303 652 23,803 1,984 992 916 458

3 23,030 42,606 3,551 1,776 1,639 820 29,939 2,495 1,248 1,152 576

4 27,750 51,338 4,279 2,140 1,975 988 36,075 3,007 1,504 1,388 694

5 32,470 60,070 5,006 2,503 2,311 1,156 42,211 3,518 1,759 1,624 812

6 37,190 68,802 5,734 2,867 2,647 1,324 48,347 4,029 2,015 1,860 930

7 41,910 77,534 6,462 3,231 2,983 1,492 54,483 4,541 2,271 2,096 1,048

8 46,630 86,266 7,189 3,595 3,318 1,659 60,619 5,052 2,526 2,332 1,166

For each
add’l
family
member,
add

4,720 8,732 728 364 336 168 6,136 512 256 236 118

Please contact the Department of Food Services administrative assistant with any questions
at 610-444-7725.

KCSD has adopted the Pennsylvania Department of Education Nutrition Standards. Smart
Snacks in School and the KCSD Wellness Policy place the following limitations on what can
be offered to students during the school day.

Nutritional Standards
Fundraisers
The following standards must be abided by when food items are available for sale on school
grounds:

● Food items should be packaged in single serving sizes with less than 200 calories per
item. Snacks must contain less than 35% calories from fat, less than 35% of weight
from total sugars and less than 200 mg of sodium.
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● Foods must be whole-grain rich or have a nutrient dense food as the first ingredient.
Foods should not contain added sugar as the first ingredient.

● No homemade foods should be sold for fundraisers  to minimize the risk of exposure
to food allergens or food-borne illnesses.

● Fundraising standards state that food items will be available no earlier than thirty
minutes after the last meal period of the day. Fundraising events cannot sell food
during the lunch period.

Classroom Parties, Holiday Celebrations & Birthday Celebrations
● No homemade foods should be brought in for classroom celebrations.
● A group birthday celebration once a month may be considered. Non-food tokens may

be provided to the celebrants.

Action for Healthy Kids has excellent resources on non-food fundraisers that may be an
alternative to bake sales for raising funds.

Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act
The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) requires school districts to inspect
their buildings for asbestos-containing building materials and develop, maintain, and update
an asbestos management plan. KCSD’s management plan and planned or in progress
inspections, re-inspections, response actions, and post-response actions, including periodic
re-inspection and surveillance activities are available for review.

Visitors
Parents/guardians, adult residents and interested educators are welcome and encouraged to
visit the schools. To not disrupt the teaching and learning process, and to ensure student
safety, all visitors must have an appointment. Visitors must report to the office and present
identification, which will be secured for the duration of their visit. Anyone not reporting to the
office will be considered in violation of the trespass laws and may be reported to the
authorities. Parents/guardians wishing to observe in their child’s classroom must schedule in
advance.
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STUDENT SERVICES
School Counseling Services
School counselors are certified and hold at least a master’s degree. They provide a myriad of
services to students, and are often the best initial contact to resolve issues and concerns.

Social Work Services
School social workers provide services to students, families, staff and the community to help
students attain maximum success in the educational setting. The primary role of the social
worker is to provide case management services to students and their families. This includes
referring students and their families to community agencies for additional resources,
providing supportive counseling, making home visits and functioning as the liaison between
school, home and community resources.

Interpreter Services
KCSD works with an outside contractor to provide interpreter services for our staff and
Spanish-speaking parents/guardians to communicate effectively about students. These
services are arranged in advance by building principals or our Department of Student
Services administrative assistant. Requests for interpreter services for meetings should be
made to your child’s teacher or guidance counselor.

Child Abuse
All KCSD employees are mandated reporters and must report any suspicion of child abuse or
neglect. The Superintendent, Building Administrator, Social Worker, Nurse and School
Counselor will be apprised of any suspected abuse or neglect and a KCSD representative will
file a report with ChildLine. Any employee, parents/guardians or student who suspects child
abuse may contact ChildLine directly at 1-800-932-0313.

Homeless Assistance Act
On July 22, 1987, the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act became public law. This
was the first comprehensive federal law that addressed homelessness in America. It was
included in the 2001 No Child Left Behind Act as the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education
Assistance Improvements Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-110). Subtitle B addresses education for
homeless children and youths (Sec. 721-726).

Provisions of the Act:
● Homeless children have the right to attend either their original school or the school in

the area in which they currently reside for the duration of their homelessness, or until
the end of the school year if the family finds permanent housing.

● Schools are to immediately enroll homeless children and unaccompanied youth, even
if they are unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as
previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency, and any other
required documentation.
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Children’s Health Insurance
● Medical Assistance (MA) – Many children with disabilities are eligible to participate in

ACCESS, Pennsylvania’s name for the federal medical assistance (MA) program.
ACCESS can provide free or reduced medical benefits for children with disabilities
regardless of their parent/guardian’s income. A child may qualify for MA even if they
have other health insurance as long as the child meets certain physical and/or mental
health disability criteria.

● CHIP Insurance – Free and low-cost health insurance is available for children,
newborns to age 19, through CHIP, PA’s Children’s Health Insurance Program. For local
assistance, please call the Chester County Assistance Office at 610-466-1000. To see if
you might be eligible for CHIP, contact 1-800-986-KIDS or visit the Pennsylvania CHIP
website.

● Health Services — There is a nurse assigned to every KCSD school. The nurse is
prepared to treat minor ailments that occur during the school day that do not require
a doctor’s attention.

Emergency Form
All students MUST have an emergency form on file in the nurse’s office with telephone
numbers where a parent/guardian can be reached. It is very important that the card be
completed and signed. The form is used in case of emergency or illness and serves as written
consent for medications such as Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Benadryl and Tums. The card must also
include a telephone number of a reliable friend, neighbor or relative who will be available in
the event of an emergency. A student can only be released to people listed on the emergency
card. These numbers must be kept up to date.

Physical Examinations, Dental Evaluations and Health Screenings
The Pennsylvania Public School Code requires physical examinations, dental evaluations and
health screenings for all students as outlined in School Board Policy on Health Examinations
and Screenings (No. 209).

Medication
Please refer to School Board Policies on the Use of Medication and Possession of Asthma
Inhalers/Epinephrine Auto Injectors (No. 210 and No. 210.1) regarding the administration of
medication in school.

KCSD Child Find
PA Chapter 15: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act/American with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Students who meet the criteria as a protected handicapped student may be provided related
aids, services and/or accommodations at no cost to the student or family as outlined in a
Section 504 Service Agreement. For any other information about Child Find, please contact
your child’s school.
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STUDENT INFORMATION
Dress and Grooming
Please refer to the School Board Policy on Dress and Grooming (No. 221).

Student Records
Student records are those educational records that are directly related to a student and are
maintained by KCSD. Each record contains grades, academic work completed, discipline and
attendance information.

If a child transfers to another school system, the educational and health records
will be forwarded upon receipt of written notification from that school.

Please refer to the School Board Policy on Education Records (No. 216) for more information.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) outlines for parents/guardians and
students over eighteen years of age (eligible students) certain rights regarding student’s
educational records:

1. Parents/guardians have the right to inspect and review the student’s education
records within forty-five (45) calendar days after KCSD receives a request for access.

2. Parents/guardians or eligible students may submit a written request that identifies
the records they wish to inspect to the school principal or other appropriate school
official. The principal will make arrangements for access and notify the
parent/guardian or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be
inspected.

3. Parents/guardians have the right to request an amendment to the student’s
education records that the parent/guardian or eligible student believes are inaccurate
or misleading.

4. Parents/guardians or eligible students may request KCSD to amend a record they
believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write to the school principal, clearly
identifying the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate
or misleading.

If KCSD does not amend the record as requested by the parent/guardian or eligible student,
the District will notify the parent/guardian or eligible student of the decision and advise them
of their right to a hearing regarding their request for the amendment. Additional information
regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent/guardian or eligible student
when notified of the right to a hearing.

Unlawful Harassment
The Board strives to provide a safe, positive learning climate for students in the schools.
Therefore, it shall be the policy of KCSD to maintain an educational environment in which
harassment in any form is not tolerated.
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Please refer to the School Board Policy on Discrimination/Title IX Sexual Harassment
Affecting Students (No. 103) for more information.

Attendance Responsibilities
Please refer to the School Board Policy on Attendance (No. 204) for more information.

Student Rights and Responsibilities of Student Code of Conduct
In accordance with the Regulations of the State Board of Education and School Board Policy
on Student Code of Conduct (No. 218):

§ 12.14. Searches.
a. The governing board of every school entity shall adopt reasonable policies and

procedures regarding student searches. The local education agency shall notify
students and their parents or guardians of the policies and procedures regarding
student searches.

b. Illegal or prohibited materials seized during a student search may be used as evidence
against the student in a school disciplinary proceeding.

c. Prior to a locker search, students shall be notified and given an opportunity to be
present. When school authorities have a reasonable suspicion that the locker contains
materials that pose a threat to the health, welfare or safety of students in the school,
student lockers may be searched without prior warning.

Use of Police Dogs
In accordance with the law, police dogs may be used to conduct searches to ensure the
health, safety and welfare of our students.

Responsible Use of Technology
Please refer to the School Board Policy on Acceptable Use of the Communications and
Information Systems (No. 816) for more information.

Co-Curricular Responsibilities
Philosophy
KCSD recognizes the importance of well-rounded individuals. Participation in co-curricular
activities is encouraged for all students who meet eligibility requirements.

Eligibility
Athletic eligibility follows PIAA guidelines. Eligibility for other co-curricular activities is based
on regular attendance and academic proficiency. Excessive disciplinary infractions or poor
attendance could result in a student being removed from these activities. All students must
be in school the day of the activity at the required time in order to participate. Any student
reporting after the required time must present a doctor’s note upon entering school. The
required time is 12 p.m. for the Middle School and 11:15 a.m. for the High School.

Transportation Services
School buses are available to transport each student to and from school. Students are not
permitted to change buses for social reasons. It is very important that the drivers are familiar
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with the students on their particular bus and with the routine stops the children use. For this
reason, students are prohibited from riding a bus other than the one assigned unless it is for
an emergency. Permission for emergency assignment may only be arranged via approval by
the principal. Parents/guardians are expected to take full responsibility of their children prior
to the arrival of the bus at the stop and when the students return to the stop after school.

The following bus safety regulations were approved by the KCSD School Board:
1. Students must obey the driver and be courteous to the driver and to fellow students.

The driver is in full charge of the bus, and students must sit in their assigned seats.
2. Students must be on time. Buses cannot wait for those who are tardy.
3. In approaching the bus or a bus stop along the highway, a student should always walk

on the left side of the road facing traffic. They should be certain that the road is clear
of all traffic or that all traffic has stopped before crossing. In crossing the street or
highway at any time, students should first look left, then right, then left again. When
walking along the road, walk single file.

4. Students should never stand or play on the road while waiting for the bus. Students
must not try to get on or off the bus when it is in motion. When on the bus, they must
remain seated until the bus has come to a complete stop.

5. Before boarding the bus, students must keep a safe distance from it while it is in
motion.

6. Students should line up in a single line alongside the road before the bus approaches
to load.

7. Students must enter the bus without crowding or disturbing others and occupy their
seats immediately.

8. Students are to conduct themselves while on the bus in such a way that it will not
distract the driver from his/her job of driving. Students are expected to be courteous
travelers and to obey and cooperate with the driver.

9. Students may not sit in the driver’s seat.
10. Unnecessary loud conversation with the driver is prohibited while the bus is in motion.
11. Talking should be at a normal conversational level.
12. Students must not extend their head or arms out of the window.
13. Students may not eat or drink on the bus.
14. Students must not call out to passers-by.
15. Students may not leave the bus without the driver’s consent, except on arrival at their

regular bus stop or at school.
16. Students should help to keep the bus clean, sanitary and orderly. They must not

damage or abuse equipment. Any damage to the bus must be reported to the driver.
Students may be charged for damage to bus seats.

17. Students are not permitted to smoke on the bus.
18. Students must not use profanity.
19. Students must not throw articles of any kind in, out of or around the bus.

Riding the school bus is a privilege. A student who does not respect the rights of others or
endangers their life and the lives of others will be disciplined and may be suspended from
riding for major or frequent discipline infractions (those that could result in physical harm to
passengers or drivers or destruction of property, i.e. smoking, striking matches, improper
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opening of doors, throwing objects, fighting, etc.) Bus riding privileges may be suspended on
the first offense; charges for damages will be made and/or legal proceedings may be initiated.
For minor disciplinary infractions (those not resulting in physical harm or destruction of
property), students will be referred to the principal for appropriate disciplinary action.
If you are having a problem with the bus or need additional information, please contact the
director of Transportation at 610-444-6619.

Surveillance
The KCSD Board has authorized the use of video/audio cameras on contracted buses and
vans. These cameras can record both what is said and what is done on the buses. The
video/audio cameras will be used to monitor student behavior, to maintain order on the
school buses and to promote and maintain a safe environment. Students and
parents/guardians are hereby notified that the contents of the tapes may be used in a
student disciplinary proceeding. The contents of the tapes are confidential student records
and will be safeguarded. Tapes will be retained only if necessary for use in a student
disciplinary proceeding or other matters as determined necessary by the school
administration. Parents and guardians may request to review tapes of their child if the tapes
are used in a disciplinary proceeding involving their child.

In addition, for the continued safety and welfare of our students, surveillance cameras are
placed throughout each of our schools.

Field Trips
Trips away from KCSD sites during regular school hours are considered part of the regular
educational program. Pupils who participate in field trips shall have permission from their
parents or guardians prior to the trip. Transportation by private automobile is discouraged.
Please refer to School Board Policy on Field Trips (No. 121) for additional information.
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